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Men and Varmints in the Gila Wilderness,

1909-1936
THE WILDERNESS ETHICS AND ATTITUDES OF ALDO LEOPOLD,
BEN LILLY,

J.

STOKLEY LIGON, AND ALBERT PICKENS

TOWARDS PREDATORS

John R. Sweet

Only the mountain has lived long enough to
listen objectively to the howl of a wolf....
Only the ineducable tyro can fail to sense
the presence or absence of wolves, or the fact
that mountains have a secret opinion about them.
Aldo Leopold, "Thinking Like a Mountain"
"If you follow a lion four or five days and don't get
some education," Ben Lilly said, "you had better go
back to plowing."

J. Frank Dobie, TheBen Lilly Legend

B

y 19°9, there was very little wilderness left in the lower forty-eight
states, and New Mexico's Gila Wilderness represented one of the last

sizeable pieces of undeveloped country in the American Southwest. The
Gila attracted diverse people for a wide variety ofreasons and became a meeting point and proving ground for three distinct wilderness ethics: the colonial

John R. Sweet is Professor of History at Pikes Peak Community College in Colorado Springs,
as well as a National Guard soldier and a seasonal U.S. Park Ranger. A lifelong outdoorsman,
hunter, and wilderness advocate, he also raises western lion hounds and is the father of two
children, Caleb and Sheridan.
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Judeo-Christian ethic, conservation, and the modern ecology-based wilderness ethic. ' This article discusses the experiences, attitudes, and careers of
four men who individually symbolize each of those three wilderness ethics
and who personify changing attitudes about wilderness and predators in the
early twentieth century. In particular, I fgcus on the men's attitudes towards
large predators, for there is a direct correlation between wilderness ethics and
attitudes towards predators. This correlation is as apparent in today's land-use
disputes as it was eighty years ago.
The four men in this study were employees ofthe U.S. Department ofAgriculture at various times between 1909 and 1936. Three worked for the U.S.
Biological Survey and one for the Forest Service. Aldo Leopold (1887-1948)
and J. Stokley Ligon (1879-1961) were trained natural scientists in forestry and
biology, respectively. Ben Lilly (1856-1936) and Albert Pickens (1885-1965)
were professional predator hunters. The group includes a famous philosopher and writer (Leopold), a legendary mountain man and character of folklore (Ben Lilly), as well as two little-known government functionaries who
achieved only regional recognition (Ligon and Pickens).
The convergence of ideas in the Gila was unlike other meetings of the
minds familiar to environmental historians (such as the John MuirTheodore Roosevelt encounter in Yosemite in 1903). Leopold, Lilly, Ligon,
and Pickens were government employees in the same region over a period
of several years. All four were engaged in predator control, either as developers of policy or as its enforcers. The level of personal interaction among
the four men ranged from frequent (between Ligon and all of the others)
to none (between Leopold and the two hunters). Each left behind evidence of his attitudes towards wilderness and predators. More significantly,
in an environment of wildly divergent attitudes these men grew ethically
and intellectually and managed to preserve much wildlife and wilderness
habitat. Men born of a culture dominated by the traditional colonial JudeoChristian wilderness ethic made a dramatic paradigm shift to the modernist conservation ethic. Some of the men, such as Leopold and Pickens,
evolved still further, embracing preservationism and even the ecologybased wilderness ethic. This was a significant meeting of three influential
wilderness ethics, represented by four fascinating individuals employed by
the same branch of government in and about the Gila Wilderness. With
the controversial program for reintroduction of the Mexican Wolf now
underway, New Mexico's Gila Wilderness continues to be a focal point for
the American land-use debate.
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This article attempts to understand adherents of pre-ecology wilderness
ethics within the context of the times and environments in which they lived.
In recognizing the impressive intellectual and ethical courage that people
displayed when making the change from the colonial Judea-Christian ethic
to more progressive attitudes, I depart from the condescending and critical
treatments that those people often receive at the hands of environmental
historians. In addition, many of the healthy wildlife populations and, more
importantly, much of the wilderness habitat intact today was preserved
through the efforts of people with decidedly pre-ecological attitudes. Environmental historians have barely acknowledged their accomplishments. z
By the early twentieth century, most wildlands in the United States had
disappeared in the face of population growth and economic development.
Wildlife populations were lower than they had or have been at any time before or since. 3 During the Euro-American conquest of the frontier the "colonial Judea-Christian" wilderness ethic emphasized the unceasing struggle of
man against wilderness. The use of the term Judea-Christian to describe
attitudes toward nature and wilderness is controversial and not wholly satisfactory, but is an established practice in the field of environmental history.
Since Lynn White's "Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis" appeared in

1967, the term has been employed, if not well explained, by Lewis Moncrief,
Roderick Nash, and many other scientists and historians. However, to downplay the murky religious implications and to stress the clear economic aspects,
I have attached the word calanial to the term. Thus caianial Judea-Christian
wilderness ethic (or land-use ethic) refers to the early Euro-American tendency to consume seemingly inexhaustible resources without consideration
for preservation through natural replenishment. 4 The ultimate objective of
the colonial Judeo-Christian ethic was to bring all wild lands under the ax
and plow. Although man might revel in nature once it was in a tame, bucolic
state, untamed wilderness represented an obstacle to overcome and, ultimately, to vanquish. Indeed, the obligation to subdue wilderness took on the
force of a moral imperative. Wild animals, especially large predators, were
symbols of the wilderness against which man struggled. Game animals such
as elk, deer, or turkeys were relentlessly hunted with little regard to preservation or conservation. Large predators such as wolves, bears, and mountain
lions were systematically eradicated. 5
By the late nineteenth century, some Americans challenged older ideas
about nature in a dramatic intellectual and ethical change, from which the
conservation movement emerged. 6 Several developments precipitated this
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U.S. BIOLOGICAL SURVEY EMPLOYEES IN HUNTING CAMP, WEST TURKEY
CREEK, GILA WILDERNESS, AUGUST 1920

Left to right: Jack Thompson, Ben Lilly, Walt Hotchkiss,
J. Stokley Ligon.

(Photograph property of author.)

shift: the subjugation of Native Americans, the closing of the frontier, and the
rapid disappearance of America's wilderness and wildlife. According to this
new land ethic, the value of mineral, plant, or animal resources was to be assessed and efforts were to be made to conserve those things considered of
most value to the nation. Conservationists considered game animals of great
value, for they and their habitat provided the ennobling challenge of sport
hunting. At the same time, conservationists saw predators that competed with
man for game animals and that posed a threat to commercial livestock as vermin (or "varmints" in the vernacular of the day) that needed to be eradicated.
Conservation had become the fashionable land ethic among learned people
in the early twentieth century, around the time that the federal government
had largely taken over management of western public lands. The stewardship
of much of the choicest public domain became the responsibility of the U.S.
Department ofAgriculture's Forest Service, whose primary mission was timber management,

aresponsibility soon extended to wildlife issues. The Bur-

eau of the Biological Survey ("the Survey") was founded to study and count
all types of American wildlife but, by 1914, devoted much of its budget and
manpower to predator controU An ecology-based wilderness ethic would not
develop until 1936.
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In the Southwest, one of the choicest blocks of undeveloped land was the
mountainous country at the headwaters of the Gila River. Ranging from arid,
lowland valleys, rising through steep Ponderosa pine-covered mountainsides
and climbing up into alpine high country, the Gila was one of the last refuges
of the Mimbres and Chiricahua Apaches during the nineteenth century.8
Consisting of almost one million acres in western New Mexico and eastern
Arizona, the rugged terrain continues to provide excellent wildlife habitat, but
only limited pasture for livestock. The lumber resources boasted solid commercial value, but the topography made logging difficult. However, by the time of
the establishment of the Gila National Forest and the adjoining Apache National Forest in 19°8, two decades of intensive, unregulated livestock grazing
and hunting had inflicted a marked environmental degradation on the region.
In some areas unregulated livestock grazing brought on severe erosion. Also,
a relentless campaign against predatory animals was underway.9
Ranchers in the remote Gila country tended to reflect their frontier heritage and the colonial Judeo-Christian wilderness ethic. Few were aware of
conservationism, although many later came to embrace its values. Early settlers practicing a subsistence lifestyle consumed game animals as a matter of
necessity. Market hunters provided local settlements with inexpensive meat
to the point that the elk had been eradicated from the region and deer were
becoming rare by the 1880s. Meanwhile, herds of domestic livestock had
largely taken these ungulates' place in the ecosystem. Cattle and sheep (and
to a much lesser extent hogs, goats, and horses) provided a ready source of
food to the Gila's wolves, bears, coyotes, and mountain lions. For small-scale
ranchers, most of whom were already economically distressed, this predatory
threat to their livelihood was intolerable. Ranchers had no more qualms about
killing large predators than the modern urbanite has about killing a rat. Predators were just one more wilderness challenge, but unlike weather and terrain, predators were an obstacle that seemed surmountable. Trapping was an
art that every rural man was familiar with, and predators were shot on sight
with ubiquitous lever-action rifles. 1O
Ranchers tended to view animals anthropomorphically, judging them in
terms of human values and morality. One southwestern cowboy reflected:
I've often wondered why such things as buzzards was put here. When
animals was down and helpless, buzzards'd pick their eyes out; or a
lion'd come along and kill the pretty, clean baby calves or cute little
colts. Why was the green blowfly put here to lay eggs in a newborn
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calf's navel and the hatchin maggots'd eat its belly out? Across each
ridge and canyon old wolves jerked down calves, killin for fun and to
teach their pups. Seemed like good things like cattle, deer, sheep and
horses had an unequal fite [sic].B
Ranchers had little if any affection for the bears, wolves, and mountain lions
that preyed on their herds, but they sometimes demonstrated a grudging respect for particularly persistent and hard-to-kill individuals. Some stock killers were even bestowed with names, such as "Big Foot," the famed Escudilla
bear. 11 Respect for a given predator only reinforced stockmen's determination
to see it caught, and often professional bounty hunters were hired to eliminate particularly troublesome "varmints."ll
The most famous and admired of the predator bounty hunters was the
legendary Ben Lilly. His reputation as the greatest "hound dog man" of all
time and the quintessential "last of the mountain men" was largely deserved.
However, since his death, Lilly has come to symbolize the colonial JudeoChristian wilderness ethic, and he has been portrayed as the embodiment
of that tradition's passionate hatred for predators. Lilly was a well-known
and widely respected hunter even before he entered the Gila Wilderness
in early 1911. Ten years earlier, at the age of forty-five, he transferred his
property to his wife and took to the Louisiana woods, living a primitive
existence and devoting all of his attention to hunting. When bears and lions grew scarce in the South, he walked across Texas and hunted his way
into Mexico. Ben Lilly traveled with only his weapons, a sack of flour or
cornmeal, a metal can for cooking, and a battered Bible. According to reports, he never carried a tent or any other shelter, seeking cover in caves
during winter. He complained that the air inside buildings was "rancid"
and unhealthy, and he camped in the wilderness nearly every night for the
last thirty-five years of his life." He made a living by catching predators and
turning in their hides for the bounties offered by individual ranchers and
by stockmen's associations.
"Mr. Lilly," as he was invariably known to his contemporaries, was born
to a southern family of substantial means, grew to adulthood on his unmarried uncle's farm in Morehouse Parish, Louisiana, and later inherited the
property. Most nineteenth-century southern men enjoyed hunting, but Lilly's
hunger for the chase was unbounded. Neglecting his farm work, Lilly spent
most of his time afield, hunting bears and "panthers" (mountain lions) in the
nearby swamps and woods. He raised and trained long-eared hounds that
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were usually his only hunting companions. He began sleeping uncovered on
the damp ground, eating very little, and "doggedly" pursuing his quarryY
Oral and written history contends that no man could match Lilly in hunting skill, determination, and endurance and that few men could equal his
piety. On Sundays, he neither worked nor hunted. When President Theodore
Roosevelt's bear-hunting party arrived at the Tensas Bayou in northern Louisiana in October 1907, Lilly was one of several hunters summoned to act as
guides. Roosevelt's letter to his daughter Ethel contains one of the most vivid
descriptions of Ben Lilly:
There is a white hunter, Ben Lily [sic], who has just joined us, who is a
really remarkable character. He literally lives in the woods. He joined
us early this morning, with one dog. He had tramped for twenty-four
hours through the woods, without food or water, and had slept a
couple of hours in a crooked tree, like a wild turkey.
He has a mild, gentle face, blue eyes, and full beard; he is a
religious fanatic, and is as hardy as a bear or elk, literally caring
nothing for fatigue and exposure, which we couldn't stand at all. He
doesn't seem to consider the 24 hours' trip he has just made, any more
than I should a half hour's walk before breakfast. He quotes the
preacher Talmage continually.16
A well-known Presbyterian clergyman, Thomas Dewitt Talmage (1832-19°2)
preached rest, prayer, and abstinence from alcohol on the Sabbath, and the
practice of moral discipline in daily life. Lilly adhered to these beliefs his
entire adult life, but although he was a very pious man, there is no record of
Lilly's attending formal church services later in life. Roosevelt's comments
are the only known case of him expressing his beliefs to others. However, after
his death, writers have portrayed Lilly as an ascetic wandering in the wilderness wastelands to destroy the evil bears and mountain lions. In the 1950S
Frank C. Hibben of the University of New Mexico wrote several largely fictionalized accounts that describe Lilly in terms reminiscent of Old Testament prophets. l?
However, Lilly's own letters and published articles reveal his concern with
practical and worldly matters. IS He complained about ranchers failing to pay
promised bounties, made long, analytical (but nonscientific) observations
about bear and mountain lion behavior, and awkwardly re-established communication with his daughters left behind in Louisiana decades earlier. But
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no trace of religious fanaticism appears in his writing. Whether the actual
Ben Lilly was something less than the personification of colonial JudeoChristian hatred of wilderness, his legend continues to serve as a symbol of
hostility towards wilderness and its most impressive denizens, large predatorS. 19 The pious, dedicated Lilly undoubtedly lived by the traditional idea
that man's duty is to subdue the wild. He expressed a calm, detached curiosity about bears and mountain lions, but Lilly left no record of an aesthetic
appreciation for the beautiful animals that he hunted or the magnificent
country where he pursued them.
The Gila Wilderness attracted people who were committed to older, perhaps outmoded philosophies and others who embraced the most modern,
progressive land-use ethics. Of the many conservationists working in the
Gila, Aldo Leopold articulated the most modern wilderness philosophy in
the United States-even by today's standards. The author ofA Sand County

Almanac, he became the most influential and revered figure in the development of modern American wilderness ethics. Leopold's years in and about
the Gila Wilderness were his formative experience. When he stepped off the
stagecoach onto the dusty streets of Springerville, Arizona Territory, in July
1909, Leopold was a twenty-two-year-old Yale graduate 20 He had accepted a
position as a forest assistant in the new Apache National Forest. Leopold
wasted no time in shedding his eastern clothing and outfitting himself with
western duds, a pair of revolvers, and a cow pony. Despite his new image as
a western man of action, he retained his keen analytical ability and his fervent commitment to conservation science, both forged in Yale's School of
Forestry. Over the next two years timber surveys and management plans dominated Leopold's duties, but his personal interest gravitated towards wildlife
and habitat issues. Leopold was an eastern-educated midwesterner, and the
vastness and freedom that he experienced in the Gila, the first genuine wilderness he had ever known, had an immeasurable impact on him. The
mountains were tall, the canyons were deep, and the sky was deep blue - but
even in this wilderness something was missing. Wildlife populations, already
thin, seemed to be decreasing, and Leopold, with a hunter's heart, knew that
without wildlife there was no wilderness.
According to conservationist theory, the task of the forest administrator was
to conserve and manage desirable wildlife to produce the maximum yield of
game animals. Conservationists considered deer and turkeys the most important of the Gila's wildlife. They supported efforts to increase the numbers of
game animals to provide sport for urban hunters and to garner the economic
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FOREST SERVICE EMPLOYEE ALDO LEOPOLD AT THE AGE OF TWENTYTHREE, SPRINGERVILLE, ARIZONA TERRITORY

(Photograph courtesy of University of Wisconsin-Madison Archives, x259oo.)

benefits that hunting brought to rural economies and state coffers. According to conservationists, three factors combined to diminish game animal pOpulations beyond their ability to replenish themselves naturally: unregulated
hunting, habitat degradation, and predatory animals. In the early twentieth
century the Forest Service began to assist state enforcement of recently
passed fish and game regulations. Overgrazing and clearcutting had caused
severe soil erosion, compelling the Forest Service to begin regulating, albeit
slowly, the livestock and timber industries in the West. Although other responsibilities took precedent, the Forest Service also spent resources on predator eradication, but in 1915 Congress approved funding for a new agency
dedicated exclusively to this mission, the Predatory Animal and Rodent Control (PARC) branch of the U.S. Biological Survey.21 Leopold was in favor of
this and any other new predator eradication programs. He wrote in 1915, "It
is well known that predatory animals are continuing to eat the cream off the
stock grower's profits, and it hardly needs to be argued that, with our game
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supply as low as it is, a reduction in the predatory animal population is bound
to help the situation."22
During his two years in the Apache National Forest, two events had an
enduring, although not immediate, impact on Leopold's attitude towards
predators. Escudilla Mountain rises above the Mogollon Rim country of eastern Arizona, the westernmost outpost of the greater Gila Wilderness. In 1910
the "outlaw" bear "Big Foot" lived on the slopes of Escudilla Mountain, and
his presence flavored the ranch culture around Springerville. The grizzly up
there symbolized the endurance of the wild frontier in the area. However, in
the spring of 1911 bounty hunter C. H. Shinn decided to track and kill the
bear. He used a "set-gun," a rifle set in a tree with a trip wire attached to the
trigger. Although few if any local people would have disparaged Shinn's act
aloud at the time, Escudilla lost an important aspect of its character. With the
killing of Big Foot, presumably the last grizzly in the vicinity, the area was no
longer truly wild and the human inhabitants were no longer frontierspeople.
Thirty years later, Leopold wrote, "It's only a mountain now."23
Two summers earlier, Leopold had led a timber survey into the Blue River
drainage along the Arizona-New Mexico border. That expedition witnessed
an incident as famous as any in the annals of U.S. environmental history.
One afternoon while the crew was having lunch on high rimrock, a female
wolf and her pups came out of the trees and began crossing the river far below.
The men scrambled for their rifles and the shooting began. When the rifles
were empty the female and one of her pups lay mortally wounded, and the
men grimly (or triumphantly) examined their kills. As with Big Foot, Leopold
experienced no epiphany when he saw "the fierce green fire dying in her
eyes."24 He would not write his self-critical essay "Thinking Like a Mountain"
for another three decades, and he would continue to stump for predator control, if not outright predator eradication, for the next twenty years. The death
of Bigfoot and the shooting of the wolf on the Blue River, however, planted
seeds of ambivalence that sprouted and grew in Leopold and influenced his
intellectual development. The Gila Wilderness itself deeply affected him.
The place began to change him as dramatically as his writings have helped
to change American wilderness ethics Z ; In 1911 a Forest Service promotion
transferred Leopold to northern New Mexico, but the Gila, which he revisited physically and otherwise in subsequent years, continued to serve as an
inspiration for the rest of his life.
Conservation, the progressive philosophy that guided Leopold and so many
biologists of his generation, was itselfchanging in the early twentieth century.
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The practice of assigning economic value to a resource remained central to
conservationist doctrine, but conservationists began to rethink the concept
of "highest use." For the first time Forest Service land managers considered
recreation a suitable "higher use" and recognized its increasing economic
value. 26 Conservationists had long emphasized the moral and practical value
of "hardy out-of-door sports of the wilderness," but little effort had been
made to preserve wilderness areas in which to practice those sports. By 1921,
Leopold began to work for the preservation of one representative wilderness.
He wrote:
By "wilderness" I mean a continuous stretch of country preserved in its
natural state, open to lawful hunting and fishing, big enough to absorb
a two weeks' pack trip, and kept devoid of roads, artificial trails,
cottages, or other works of man .... [A] good big sample of
[Southwestern wilderness] should be preserved. This could easily be
done by selecting such an area as the headwaters of the Gila River on
the Gila National Forest. ... So also must we recognize that any
number of small patches of uninhabited wood or mountains are no
answer to the real sportsman's need for wilderness, and the day will
come when we must admit that his special needs likewise must be
taken care of in proportion to his numbers and importance. And as in
forestry, it will be much easier and cheaper to preserve, by forethought,
what he needs, than to create it after it is gone Z7
Leopold used conservationist idiom and logic while becoming a spokesman
for the strong preservationist current that came to influence western land
policy. His interest in wildlife management and habitat preservation dominated his climb up the Forest Service's bureaucratic ladder, but his attitude
towards predators remained harsh. As late as

1920

he called for the eradica-

tion of all wolves and mountain lions in the West. 28
Paradoxically, Leopold became committed to wild lands and in

1922

he

and Gila National Forest supervisor Fred Winn submitted a proposal for
establishing the Gila Wilderness Area. The Forest Service approved the
proposal on 3 June 1924, making the Gila the first officially recognized wilderness in the national forest system. By working for wilderness preservation,
Leopold evolved a step beyond the conservationist thought that dominated
his profession, but the intellectual revolution of his ecology-based wilderness
ethic still lay ahead. 29
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The eradication of predators from the Gila that Leopold called for was
rapidly being accomplished by the U.S. Biological Survey, under young conservationist J. Stokley Ligon.3o Ligon was the fourth of ten children born on
a West Texas sheep ranch in 1879. He managed to attend two small colleges,
including Trinity University in Waxahachie, where he studied biology. He
became interested in ornithology at an early age and learned to identify various species using the "bird cards" packaged with Arm and Hammer baking
soda boxes. His knowledge of predator trapping was a natural part of his ranch
upbringing. These two interests determined his life's work. While working as
an itinerant laborer in New Mexico, the Biological Survey hired Ligon to study
New Mexico's birds. The quality of his work earned him a permanent job
with the Survey.l! He was a knowledgeable wolf and coyote trapper, a skill that
made him the natural choice to head the PARC branch in the Southwest.
Ligon was intelligent, highly observant, and committed to the conservationist ethic of game management through predator control. He kept meticulous
notes and took thousands of photographs recording the habits of wildlife. l2
Despite his modest physical stature, Ligon was well-known for his endurance and for his skills as an outdoorsman. He won the respect of all who
knew him, including the rugged hunters and trappers he hired for predator
control work ll
Ligon served as an interlocutor between the educated, scientifically trained
biologists and the down-to-earth, rustic predator hunters and trappers. Although Ligon was primarily a "field man," he was a respected wildlife scientist and Aida Leopold repeatedly tapped his expertise on matters concerning
wildlife behaviors and populations. Ligon and Leopold were friends and carried on a lifelong personal correspondence and professional collaboration. l4
The biologist instructed his hunters to gather data on each animal they killed.
Every hunter recorded dimensions, stomach contents, and other information
in field journals. Whenever possible, they captured immature animals alive
and sent them to zoos. Survey hunters led a spartan, primitive existence for low
pay.35 This lifestyle attracted a unique person, one who preferred working alone
in wild country to following a more conventional life among other people and
the comforts of civilization. Ligon also spent much time afield with Survey
hunter Ben Lilly, considered "the dean ofthe hunters,"16 following the hounds
through deep snow or summer heat across rugged New Mexican terrain. Their
shared field experiences generated mut~al respect between Ligon and Lilly.
Ligon won the respect of the younger hunters as well, one of the most
capable of whom was Albert Pickens. l7 Pickens was born in Hunt County,
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BEN LILLY AND

J.

STOKLEY LIGON HUNTING MOUNTAIN LIONS NEAR AGUA

FRIA CABIN, NEW MEXICO, NOVEMBER

1919

(Photograph courtesy of J. Stokley Ligon Collection, Conservation Collection,
Denver Public Library.)

Texas, during the twilight of the frontier. Unlike biologist Ligon, Pickens
possessed only a rudimentary education. J. E. Hawley, his camp assistant
from 1924 to 1929 and his lifelong friend, describes Pickens as a clever man,
who never smoked or drank liquor, and never married. His mother died
when he was six, and Pickens was raised by his father and grandparents.
Some of his earliest memories were of picking cotton and of trapping mink,
raccoon, and skunks and selling the hides for spending money. When
Pickens was twenty-five, an agricultural machinery accident broke both of
his shoulders, leaving him unable to lift his arms above his head. Pickens
refused to let this handicap interfere with his active physical life. As he
drifted westward from job to job, he started to lead a more primitive lifestyle, one more common to the nineteenth century than to the twentieth.
While in New Mexico's Black Range (in the southeast corner of the Gila
Wilderness), he learned the art of wolf trapping from Charles Moberley, a
well-known older trapper. In April 1919, J. Stokley Ligon hired Pickens as
a full-time hunter and trapper for the PARC branch of the Survey. Pickens
kept the job for the next ten years and in many ways this experience was the
high point of his life. l8
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U.S. BIOLOGICAL SURVEY HUNTERS WITH THEIR BEST HOUNDS, TURKEY
CREEK, GILA WILDERNESS, AUGUST 1920

Left to right: Jack Thompson with "Bull," Albert Pickens with "Old
Sam," and Ben Lilly with "Crook."
(Photograph by J. Stokley Ligon, property of author, courtesy ofT. E. Hawley.)

At some point, Pickens acquired several hounds from the Evans brothers,
a renowned pair of cattlemen and predator hunters who owned the Slash
Ranch on the northern fringes of the Gila Wilderness. The selectively bred
and highly trained dogs enabled Pickens to engage in lion hunting in addition to wolf and coyote trapping. He knew and probably "studied" under
Lilly and, like most people who knew the older hunter, greatly admired Lilly.
While Lilly specialized in hunting bear and mountain lion with hounds,
Pickens became an expert lion hunter and wolf trapper. Taking his job very
seriously, he believed he was doing important work. J. E. Hawley later recalled:
To my knowledge [Pickens] never hunted for fun, as many do. He
hunted for the Survey for two reasons-it was a way to make a living
and he thought that removing predators was a way of improving life in
the mountains. Both of lIS grew up in depression-type circumstances.
Anything that threatened your livestock was a detriment. I am certain
that this was the attitude among all farmers and ranchers. 39
Pickens's commitment to predator eradication was simply part of the western ranch culture of which he was a product. Rural westerners were deeply
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imbued with the colonial Judea-Christian wilderness ethic. Hawley explained,
"Most people believed the biblical statement that man had dominion over
the earth and the fullness thereof."4o
Although he retained traditional attitudes towards predators, Pickens loved
other elements of the Gila Wilderness. At a time of rapid industrialization
and urbanization, Pickens turned away from the modern world and sought the

ALBERT PICKENS WITH HIS PACK HORSE "DUNNY" AND A MOUNTAIN LION,
NEAR CUBA, NEW MEXICO, 1927

(Photograph property of author, courtesy of!. E. Hawley.)
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peace and simplicity of the natural world. During his years with the Survey
he had no permanent home. Pickens, his hounds, and his horses traveled the
open spaces of New Mexico, camping every night and awakening before dawn
to start the day's hunt. Hawley wrote, "Albert loved the outdoors and mountain scenery. One of his most common statements was 'Hot durn, I'd sure like
to see what's on the other side of that mountain."'41 Pickens insisted on leaving a clean campsite when he moved on to another assignment. Even during legal hunting season, he would not shoot game animals to complement his
meager daily camp fare of beans, dried fruit, and sourdough biscuits. 42
Albert Pickens's aesthetic appreciation for natural beauty and his commitment to the propagation of game animals embodied conservationist
doctrine. Although he came to embrace many values of the conservationminded Biological Survey, he was unaware of the conservationist social
movement and its philosophy. On a strictly practical level, his colonial
Judeo-Christian wilderness ethic clearly absorbed the influence of modern
conservationism. Hawley explained how he and Pickens perceived conservationist thought:
In regard to Conservation, [in those days] I never heard the word, nor
did I ever hear Albert use the word. It is a recent word in my
vocabulary.... I know now that there were some Conservationists
extant, but they had no nationwide forum or way of spreading their
message. Also, none of my friends had any notion of the rapid spread
of transportation that has engulfed the great outdoors. 43
Pickens, J. E. Hawley, and others like them were unfamiliar with the terminology of conservation science and the landmark books by the great conservationists, but in their work they embraced the values and realized the
objectives of the conservationist ethic. Albert Pickens's wilderness ethic had
clearly evolved from a colonial Judeo-Christian ethic typical of frontier people, into the modern conservation ethic, and would continue to evolve. 44
Aldo Leopold moved away from the Southwest in 1924 when he accepted
a position as associate director of the Forest Service's Forest Products Laboratory in Madison, Wisconsin. His interest in wildlife science had little utility
at a time when the federal government was gradually turning the responsibilities of game management over to the states. He left the Forest Service
in 1928. After several years as a private game-management consultant, "becoming probably the first person in history to be so employed,"45 Leopold
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PROFESSOR ALDO LEOPOLD EXAMINING A GRAY PARTRIDGE SPECIMEN IN
THE 1930S

(Photograph by Robert Oetking, courtesy of University of Wisconsin-Madison
Archives, X2S619')

entered academia as the head of the newly created Department of Game
Management at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Leopold separated
himselffrom the daily bureaucratic concerns of the Forest Service, the enduring frontier attitudes of southwestern rural culture, and the physical reality
of the Gila Wilderness itself. From his remote perspective in a comfortable
university professorship, Leopold was free to evolve intellectually and to express his new ecology-based wilderness ethic. For Leopold, ecology was a
rational, scientific world view that saw the earth as a complex organism
(biosphere in modern parlance) functioning through the interaction of its
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components. 46 No single component was unimportant, and each contributed to the health of the whole. In more concrete terms, every species had
a purpose, and even wolves and other large predators were critical to the
integrity of an ecosystem. This reasoning was fundamentally different from
conservation, which established economic criteria for the value of a species.
Leopold addressed this divergence in his essay "The Land Ethic":
A system of conservation based solely on economic self-interest is
hopelessly lop-sided. It tends to ignore, and thus eventually to
eliminate, many elements in the land that lack commercial value, but
that are (as far as we know) essential to its healthy functioning. It
assumes, falsely, I think, that the economic parts of the biotic clock
will function without the uneconomic parts.4'
This fundamental change in thinking would have a critical impact on modern wilderness philosophy.
In 1933, the year that Leopold entered academia, he published Game
Management, a comprehensive treatment of the new science that he pioneered. Originally the book was a collaboration with Ligon, but the vast
distance between Wisconsin and New Mexico hindered communication.
Although Game Management continues to be an extremely influential work,
it is not an expression of Leopold's ecology-based wilderness ethic. In fact
Leopold's visit to the Rio Gavilan wilderness in Mexico's Sierra Madre Occidental in 1936 transformed his views on predators and wilderness ecology.
While deer hunting in this ungrazed, unmanaged southwestern wilderness,
"a shocked Leopold realized that heretofore he had seen only sick land" and
that "land health is a function of few roads and sparse population, not of
management and manipulation."48 The RIO Gavilan country was a temperate wilderness that in many ways resembled the Gila. Leopold's visit triggered
a retrospective analysis in which the RIO Gavilan wilderness served as an example of what the Gila would have been if it were governed by natural forces
rather than managed by man.
Leopold's observation of irruptions in deer population in Arizona's Kaibab
National Forest, in various midwestern states, and in his beloved Gila Wilderness during the 1920S also helped change his attitude toward predators. In
these areas, deer became so numerous that they denuded their habitat of
browse. In the wake of starvation and disease, their populations eventually
plummeted. Leopold hypothesized that the elimination of large predators
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was one contributing factor common to each of these cases. In his view wolves
and mountain lions had historically acted as natural levelers, preventing local
deer herds from swelling out of proportion to their habitat's carrying capacity. Therefore, he saw decades of predator eradication as counterproductive.
A healthy population of wolves, mountain lions, and bears was as integral to
a healthy ecosystem as deer, elk, or timber. 49
Although Leopold may have been one of the first to emphasize the ecological value of predators, his old colleague Ligon preceded his call for the
preservation of all predator species. Interestingly, Ligon stated, "Not many
advocate extermination of any species, no matter how predacious it might
be."50 Like Leopold, he began to question conservationist philosophy and its
criterion of economic value, and by the late 1920S Ligon's writings reflected
a decidedly preservationist, even ecological, attitude.
Bears, with obvious value as game animals, were the first predators to win
protection from the New Mexico legislature in 1927.51 Arizona followed suit
two years later. Ligon argued to regulate the hunting ofbears, "the most interesting and attractive dwellers of our forests and mountain fastnesses."52 He
noted that bears are largely vegetarians but that because of their scavenging
they are often unjustly blamed for livestock depredation. Although Ligon
recognized their economic value as game animals, he stressed that bears had
another less tangible, more symbolic value as dwellers of the wilderness. Surprisingly, Ligon favored immediate protection of the dreaded grizzly bear,
whose numbers were perilously low:
Furthermore, if conservation policies projecting [sic] are carried out, a
few grizzly bears in the highest and most inaccessible mountains-in
which retreats they are now found-will help to perpetuate the wild
places and serve as a magnet to draw adventurous spirits to their
haunts. Many are the sportsmen and conservationists who fondly hope
that a few of the majestic Silver-tips will manage to escape the ravages
of commercial supremacy until such time as they will receive more
consideration at the hands of man. [emphasis addedJ53
Like Leopold, Ligon continued to argue the economic rationale, but he began
to reject conservationist economic criteria as the sole measure of a species'
value,54 Although Ligon never became the outspoken champion of ecology,
he apparently embraced some of its tenets earlier than did his friend Leopold,
the icon of modern ecology.
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Ligon advocated the preservation of grizzly bears, but his attitude towards wolves was more ambivalent. Wolves were not a game animal and
lacked the economic potential of grizzlies. Ligon considered wolves inveterate outlaws who posed a serious threat to livestock, but by the late 1920S
he no longer saw the wolf population to be "a menace," given that they
were "practically eliminated from New Mexico."55 Arizona biologist
Seymour Levy, who knew Ligon in the 1950S, recalled his feelings about
wolves:
While Stokley was rather proud of his efforts regarding predator
control, he nonetheless had great respect for wolves, stressing more
than once that the wolf was indeed one of the most intelligent of
animals and a worthy adversary. Unfortunately at that time and place
the conflict between the wolf and the pioneer would resolve in favor of
the latter. My brother Jim recalls Stokley as expressing the view that
"there aren't a thousand cowboys worth one wolf." From my many
conversations with Stokley I judge that in his later years he did indeed
have a more balanced and sympathetic view towards "varmints" and in
particular the wolf.56
Although Ligon never surrendered his belief in predator control through
trapping, he advocated the complete eradication of no predator speciesbear, wolf, or lion.
Ligon, an early advocate for the preservation of the Gila Wilderness,
moved away from the orthodox conservationist doctrine to evaluate a species. He eventually recognized that all species have a scientific as well as
practical value and that extermination of any species, even predacious ones,
is undesirable. Ligon's wilderness ethic remained ambiguous, but irrelevant to his Gila Wilderness legacy is whether he was a conservationist with
strong preservationist leanings or an ecologist with an enduring commitment to wildlife management at the end of his life. Whatever his wilderness
philosophy, Ligon spent his life working to preserve New Mexico's wildlife,
including some predators, and advocated the preservation of the Gila Wilderness, possibly the most significant chunk of wildlife habitat in the
Southwest. 57
However, Ligon departed from predator eradication belatedly, for he ably
and enthusiastically administered the PARe branch of the Survey in the
Southwest from 1914 to 1923. During that period local grizzly bear and wolf
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numbers fell to levels below viable breeding populations. Both animals were
easily eradicated during the following decade. 58 Ligon materially contributed
to the disappearance of the wolf and grizzly from the Southwest.
Hunter Albert Pickens never evolved into an ecologist. He believed that
there were valuable species of animals and that the world was better off without others. His views on predators were not solely based on economic considerations. For example, he liked mountain lions for their clean, solitary nature
and tendency to kill only for food. Hawley remembered, however, that other
predators fared worse in Pickens's view:
Albert disliked bears and wolves. Bears were dirty and a pest and dog
killers. Wolves were wanton killers in his mind. His whole life was
associated with ranching and farming and wolves killed livestock, a
major part of their livelihood. Besides, Albert at different times had to
shoot cattle which had been hamstrung by wolves that ate not one bite
of the animal. Wolves kill for the sake ofkilling, in many cases. Albert's
view of grizzlies was this-they are not compatible with human beings.

. . . If you want bears then man must stay out of their domain or
assume great risks. 59
Pickens certainly loved the wild country in which these animals lived, sharing the mountains with the last grizzly bears and native wolves to roam the
Gila Wilderness. Hawley later remembered, "The first [official] Wilderness
Area was the Gila, and I know he was happy about it because both of us
thought that it would preserve a way of life that we knew and practiced."60
Although Pickens did little to effect the preservation of the Gila Wilderness, he was in favor of its preservation and his attitude reflected changes
in southwestern ranch culture, which embraced a moderate measure of
wilderness to preserve frontier traditions and pastimes.
Ben Lilly, symbol of the colonial Judeo-Christian wilderness ethic, certainly never embraced ecology. His biographer J. Frank Dobie maintains that
he never even developed into a conservationist. Lilly hailed from an earlier
generation than that of Leopold, Ligon, and Pickens. Lilly's strong religious
convictions made unlikely any paradigm shift towards a modernist philosophy like conservation. He followed the trail oflarge predators from the Deep
South, across Texas, and into the United States' last temperate wilderness. In
a way he never hunted for fun, either, but he certainly hunted for his own
self-interest.
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In 1935 Survey hunter Dick Miller shot the Gila's last documented grizzly bear in Strayhorse Canyon, Arizona. Later, Miller said that had he known
the bear was a grizzly, he never would have killed it. 61 By that time Lilly was
living on the Grant County poor farm located at the edge of the Gila Wilderness about fifty miles northwest of Silver City, New Mexico. All accounts indicate he was suffering from the effects of severe senility. He spoke
to nonexistent people, called his imaginary hounds together, and hunted
phantom animals. 62 Perhaps Lilly's sanity evaporated along with the essence
of primeval wilderness that had disappeared from the Gila. With no grizzlies and only the occasional transient wolf from Mexico, the primeval wilderness that Lilly had gravitated towards no longer existed in the American
Southwest.
Although much of symbolic significance and ecological value had been
lost with the disappearance of wolves and grizzlies from the Gila Wilderness, much more had been saved through the wildlife management and
wilderness preservation efforts of Leopold, Ligon, and men like them. Today, the Gila represents an impressive piece of moderately pristine wildlife
habitat. There are many more deer in the region than there were in the era
of Leopold, Lilly, Ligon, and Pickens. Elk number in the thousands, remarkable growth beyond the paltry few hundred animals reintroduced to
the Gila in 1927 when Ligon wrote his Wild Life ofNew Mexico. 63 There are
at least 2,000 black bears in the Gila as opposed to the 750 Ligon estimated
years ago. Mountain lion numbers are high and the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish has set the annual harvest quota in the Gila to two
adult lions per hunter each calendar year. State wildlife officials indicate
that "mountain lions in Arizona are at capacity in all optimum habitat and
most of the marginal habitat."64 Anecdotal evidence indicates that there are
more big cats throughout the West today than at any time in the previous
cent ury 65
Roads now penetrate some of the original Gila Wilderness that existed
when AIda Leopold moved to the region in 1909. In the most generous appraisal the greater wilderness now includes the official Gila Wilderness in
New Mexico, the Blue Range Primitive Area and Wilderness Area in eastern
Arizona and western New Mexico, and the AIda Leopold Wilderness Area in
the Gila's Black Range. Some of these chunks ofwilderness are separated from
the others by two-lane highways.66 Various National Forest dirt roads diverge
from these main arteries like capillaries. Although fragmented and partially
degraded by those roads, much of the habitat remains essentially intact.
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A conservationist might describe the Gila of today as a significant piece of
wild land, rich and productive in wildlife and other recreational resources.
The federal government has carefully managed the area to ensure sustainable yields of lumber and livestock pasturage. An ecologist would see the
same region as a relatively pristine wilderness, with largely intact wildlife
populations, but lacking two critical predator components-wolves and
grizzly bears. Admittedly, there is a fundamental philosophical difference
between the conservation- and ecology-based ethics, which will result in continued debate over land-use and wildlife policy. But between 1909 and 1936
men representative of these philosophies met in New Mexico's Gila Wilderness and succeeded in preserving most critical wildlife and habitat. That
habitat today is the focus of America's most high-profile and symbolic wildlife controversy, the Mexican Wolf reintroduction program. In this controversy the conservationist- and ecology-based wilderness ethics are very much
alive, highly vocal, and profoundly influential.
The greater Gila Wilderness is the product of the dramatic ethical and intellectual growth in the region between 1909 and 1936. An impressive paradigm
shift transported forest management from the dominant colonial Judeo-Christian wilderness ethic towards conservation, from which grew preservationism
and eventually the ecology-based wilderness ethic. Men symbolizing each of
the three significant wilderness ethics-colonial Judeo-Christian, conservation, and ecology-lived in the region while working for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. These four men demonstrated the ability of the three ethics
to coexist. Despite their philosophical incompatibility, conservationists and
ecologists collaborated to preserve wildlife and vital habitat areas. Even Ben
Lilly, representative of the colonial Judeo-Christian wilderness ethic, contributed to the romance and mystique of the Gila, thereby enhancing its cultural
value in the minds of modern Americans.

In 1947 J. Stokley Ligon, Fred Winn, J. Frank Dobie, and others honored
hunter Ben Lilly with a monument that overlooks the main southern entrance to the Gila Wilderness Area. The stone monument, with its brass figures depicting Lilly, a bear, and a mountain lion, is a fitting commemoration
both ofthe hunter's attraction to the Gila and of his colonial Judeo-Christian
attitude towards predators. In contrast, thirty miles to the east sits the closest
boundary of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Area named in honor of the man
most responsible for its preservation. The two monuments befitthe men they
celebrate and are indicative of the diversity of wilderness ethics that thrived
in the region-and whose legacies are influential to this day.
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Notes
1.

2.

For the purpose of this paper the Gila Wilderness includes the modern Gila Wilderness Area, the AIda Leopold Wilderness Area in the Black Range, and the Blue
Range Primitive Area in eastern Arizona and western New Mexico as well as contiguous lands that remained undeveloped in 1909.
Work typically crit'ical of the shortcomings of the conservation ethic includes
Roderick Nash, The Rights of Nature (Madison: University of Wisconsin, 1989);
Donald Worster, Nature's Economy: The Roots of Ecology (San Francisco: Sierra

Club, 1977), and Donald Worster, An Unsettled Country: Changing Landscapes of
the American West (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1994)'
3. Worster, "Other People, Other Lives," An Unsettled Country, 66-67·
4. For the definitive description of Judeo-Christian attitudes toward wilderness, see
Roderick Nash, Wilderness and the American Mind (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1967)' I have chosen to rely on Nash for much of this data, but Jacques
LeGoff's "The Wilderness in the Medieval West," in The Medieval Imagination,
trans. Arthur Goldhammer (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985), 47-59,
paints another very descriptive picture of the antagonism of the Old World toward
wilderness. Lynn White's landmark essay, "Historical Roots ofOur Ecological Crisis,"

Science, 10 March 1967, 1203-7 criticizes those destructive attitudes. See also Lewis
Moncrief, "The Cultural Basis for Our Environmental Crisis," Science, October 1970,
509; and Mark Stoll, Protestantism, Capitalism, and Nature in America (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1997)' My addition of the word "colonial" is an attempt to broaden the descriptive power of a largely unsatisfactory term.
5. Several predators- bears, wolves, and mountain lions-dominate this discussion.
According to David E. Brown, The Wolf in the Southwest: The Making ofan Endan-

gered Species (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1983), southwestern wolves were
of a single species, Canis lupus, although scientists have debated the regional subspecies or races that existed. The Mexican wolf (Canis lupus baileyi), which ranged
from subtropical Mexico to southern New Mexico and Arizona probably bred with
the subspecies Canis lupis mogo/lonsis that inhabited the Gila Wilderness. Any
distinction between the two was largely academic, based on minor differences in
pelage and skull size. See also Stanley P. Young, Puma: Mysterious American Cat
(New York: Dover Publishers, 1946). For the purpose of this article, the term bears
refers to both the black bear (Ursus americanus) and the larger, more dangerous
species, Ursus arctos or grizzly bear. Each species existed in the Gila Wilderness
prior to 1935. When distinguishing between the two species, I will refer to them as
"black bears" or "grizzly bears," respectively. Felis concolor is known by many names
including puma, cougar, panther, and, inaccurately, catamount. I have chosen to
use mountain lion, the term most commonly employed in the southwestern United
States. Among people who have the most contact with the Felis concolor (biologists
and hunters) the term is commonly shortened to simply lion.
6. The landmark event often cited as marking the start of the conservation movement
is the establishment of the Boone and Crockett Club in 1888. Founded by Theodore
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9.
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12.

SWEET ~

393

Roosevelt, the organization boasted such American notables as Elihu Root, Henry
Cabot Lodge, and George Bird Grinnell. See Nash, Wilderness and the American
Mind,15 2-53·
Cameron Jenks, The Bureau of Biological Survey; Its History, Activities and Organization (Baltimore; Johns Hopkins University Press, 1929), 1-3. See also Brown, The
Grizzly in the Southwest, 125-27, and Worster, Nature's Economy, 262-65.
See Dan Thrapp's Conquest ofApacheria (Norman; University of Oklahoma Press,
1967), and his Victorio and the Mimbres Apaches (Norman; University of Oklahoma Press, 1974). Local oral history ofApache-Anglo conflict in the Gila is found
in Elizabeth Fleming McFarland, Wilderness of the Gila (Albuquerque; University of New Mexico Press, 1974). Aldo Leopold argued that there was a correlation
between the late date of the pacification ofApache bands and the delayed economic
development of some southwestern mountain ranges. Aldo Leopold, "Conservationist in Mexico," American J<orests (March 1937); 118-20, 146.
Brown, The Wolf in the Southwest and The Grizzly in the Southwest; Documentary
of an Extinction (Norman; University of Oklahoma Press, 1985) chronicle these
campaigns in detail.
Brown, The Wolf in the Southwest and The Grizzly in the Southwest are excellent
analyses of humankind's difficult relationship with these animals in the region.
Glenn "Slim" Ellison, Cowboys Under the Mogollon Rim (Tucson; University of
Arizona Press, 1968), 52.
Aldo Leopold, "Escudilla," in A Sand County Almanac and, Sketches from Here and

There (New York: Oxford University Press, 1949), 133-37; and Brown, The Grizzly in
the Southwest, 116.
13. Robert McCurdy, Life ofthe Greatest Guide; Hound Stories and Others ofDale Lee
(Phoenix; n.p., 1979), 1-17; and Brown, The Grizzly in the Southwest, 101-19; and The
Wolf in the Southwest, 31-41.
14 J. Frank Dobie, The Ben Lilly Legend (Boston; Little, Brown and Company, 1950)
is the classic biography of the hunter but contains almost equal parts history and
folklore. However, the book is well-researched and contains much essential information for Lilly researchers. See also John R. Sweet, "Ben Lilly; American Hunter,"

True West, March 1997,45-48. Theodore Roosevelt's article, "In the Louisiana Canebreaks," in Scribner's Magazine, January 19°8, reprinted in American Bears; Selections from the Writings of Theodore Roosevelt, ed. Paul Schullery (Boulder; Colorado Associated University Press, 1983), 219-20 was the first national exposure that
Ben Lilly ever received. In "Hiring Ben Lilly for the Biological Survey," J. Stokley
Ligon mentions that he had heard of Lilly while the latter was still in Louisiana. He
was well known to many employees in the Biological Survey. See McFarland, Wilderness of the Gila, 40-43.
15. Dobie, The Ben Lilly Legend, 80-87; McFarland, Wilderness ofthe Gila, 40-43; and
Sweet, "Ben Lilly; American Hunter," 45-46.
16. Theodore Roosevelt to Ethel Roosevelt, 6 October 1907, A Bully Father; Roosevelt's Letters to his Children, ed. Joan Paterson Kerr (New York; Random House,
1995),225·
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17. Frank C. Hibben, Hunting American Bears (1945; reprint, Silver City, N.Mex.: High
Lonesome Books, 1996) and Hunting American Lions (1948; reprint Silver City,
N.Mex.: High Lonesome Books, 1995)'
18. Most of Ben Lilly's surviving writings have been published in Neil B. Carmony, Ben
Lilly's Tales ofBears, Lions, and Hounds (Silver City, N.Mex.: High Lonesome Books,
1998). Carmony's thorough annotations offer many insightful, but sometimes arguable, glimpses into the mind and world of Ben Lilly. The bulk of Lilly's original
manuscripts are housed in the J. Frank Dobie Collection, Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center, University of Texas, Austin.

19. See Edward Abbey, "Let Us Now Praise Mountain Lions," in The Journey Home:
Some Words in Defense of the American West (New York: Dutton, 1977), 131-37·
Gregory McNamee wildly overestimates the number of grizzly bears killed by Lilly
at "perhaps five hundred in the span of a decade." McNamee, Gila: The Life and

Death of an American River (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1994), 161. The
U.S. National Museum has records of only two grizzly bears possibly killed by Lilly,
one of which was slain in the Gila. In The Grizzly in the Southwest, Brown indicates
that there were scarcely five hundred grizzlies in the entire Southwest when Lilly
arrived in the Gila Wilderness in 1911.

20. Curt Meine, Aldo Leopold: His Life and Work (Madison: University of Wisconsin
Press, 1988) is the most comprehensive Leopold biography. David E. Brown and
Neil B. Carmony, eds., Aldo Leopold's Southwest (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1990), and Susan Flader, Thinking Like a Mountain: Aldo Leopold
and the Evolution of an Ecological Attitude Toward Deer, Wolves, and Forests (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1974) provide excellent insight into Leopold's
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SHEPHERD, DOG, AND FLOCK IN NEW MEXICO,

Culture at Worl<
THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT AND MODERN USES OF THE
PREMODERN IN LORIN W. BROWN'S "BASILICO GARDUNO, NEW
MEXICAN SHEEPHERDER"

Matthew Basso

/

W

hile conducting research at the Montana Historical Society Archives

a number of years ago, I stumbled across a file in the Montana Works
Progress Administration (WPA) records titled Men at Work. In it were five
ul1Llsual stories by authors who had worked for the Montana Federal Writers'

Project (FWP) in the early 1940S.1 Each story discussed the intricacies of a
specific job or line of work-from miner to field irrigator to wilderness fire
fighter. Their disparate subjects were linked by close attention to the sounds,
textures, sensations, and mindsets involved in performing the labor described.
A few supporting documents indicated that these essays had arrived in Washington, D.C., too late to be included in Men at Work, a volume "of writings

Matt Basso teaches history at the University of Richmond. He is the coeditor with Dee Garceau
and Laura McCall of Across the Great Divide: Cultures of Manhood in the U.S. West (New
York: Routledge, 2001. x + 308 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $80.00 cloth, ISBN °4159247°7,

$22.95 paper, ISBN 0415924715.) He is finishing a book on western working-class manhood and
the World War II home front for the University of Chicago Press, and is also busy editing Men

at Work.
My thanks to Durwood Ball, Sarah Payne, and James Martin for their editorial help. Angela
Smith's advice also made this a more cogent essay in innumerable ways, while only Georg~
Imredy's willingness to spend a day at the Library of Congress made it possible at all. This
article is for David Noble in honor of his fifty years at the University of Minnesota. He has
taught me more about history and engagement than he will likely ever know.
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based on the experiences of men at work in various trades and industries ofthe
United States," for which "contributions [would be] selected primarily on the
basis ofliterary quality." I had never heard of such a collection and was quite
intrigued. A futile search through numerous catalogues and bibliographies,
along with conversations with leading figures in the study of Depression-era
American literature and history-none of whom had ever heard of such a
FWP undertaking - only deepened the mystery. Assuming that Men at Work
had never come to fruition, I made a last-ditch call to the Manuscript Division at the Library of Congress and had the good fortune of speaking to a
reference librarian who quickly became similarly curious. After some searching he reported the remarkable ,news that the Library indeed had a single
onion-paper copy of a manuscript called "Men at Work: Stories of People at
their Jobs in America."
Completed in the summer of 1941, Men at Work, like many FWP projects, had fallen victim to circumstance. With wartime mobilization providing thousands of new jobs every week, the WPA and its subsidiary programs
were told that their work was done. Skeleton crews struggled to organize and
transfer tens of thousands of pages of FWP national headquarters records to
the Library of Congress, but in late 1941 funding for even this minor initiative
evaporated. 2 In succession World War II and the Cold War absorbed federal
dollars and national attention. Not until the 1960s did scholars and, through
them, the American public begin to rediscover the rich legacy left by the
FWP and the New Deal's other arts programs. Life histories-especially
those offormer slaves - along with the FWP's state guides and almanacs have
rightly become celebrated resources for understanding the social, political,
and economic trajectory of the United States. l The individual works of some
FWP writers like Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Nelson Algren, and Zora Neale Hurston have also gained equal renown. Yet today,
some three decades into the rediscovery of the FWP's legacy, a remarkable
number of documents such as "Men at Work" remain virtually unknown,
even to specialists.
The full draft of "Men at Work" contained essays penned both by unheralded FWP writers and by well-known artists such as Jack Conroy and
Chester Himes. These essays addressed the lives of a wide range of laborers
incl uding cannery workers, loggers, oil-drillers, jazzmen, fishermen, miners,
tobacco auctioneers, and welders. The specific instructions sent to Himes,
Conroy, and the other contributors in 1940 gave a thematic consistency to the
collection: "The author may present his experience in the form of an article,
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a short story, a descriptive sketch, an autobiographical account, an interview.
He may describe an individual at work or a team working together. But the

writers must have seen the work done, or perhaps have done it themselves."4
While the finished product contained thirty-four stories, the preface to
"Men at Work," written by the volume editor, Harold Rosenberg, indicated
that one story in particular, "Basilico Garduno, New Mexican Sheepherder,"
provided a critical referent for understanding the other stories and the volume as a whole. 5 Rosen berg wrote:
Methods of labor sometimes remain static for centuries, are sometimes
completely revolutionized by the introduction of a single machine.
One great source of America's social and cultural variety is that, by the
side of the most advanced techniques of the twentieth century, men
still work in ways that have descended from the beginnings of human
history. The story of Basilica Garduno, New Mexican sheepherder,
included in this book, presents an idyllic picture reminiscent of the
Bible, old Italy, the slopes of the Alps. "My father and I both worked
for Don Mariano, who first owned these springs. He was muy rico, a
man of many sheep and much land...." Today, a tourist hotel or
"dude ranch" or the depot of a transcontinental air line [sic] has
perhaps alighted not far from Don Mariano's meadows. Yet the pastor,
and the manner of living built upon his labor, belong as fully to
contemporary America, in both its inner and outer aspects, as the golf
instructor or the transport pilot. 6
Lorin Brown, the author of"Basiiico Garduno," although not as well known
as Bellow or Wright, is one of the few rank-and-file FWP veterans whose life
and work are well documented. 7 Working with Brown, Marta Weigle and
Charles Briggs finished compiling Hispano Folklife of New Mexico: The
Lorin W. Brown Federal Writers' Project Manuscripts just prior to the author's
death in 1978. Among the many remarkable manuscripts in this collection
is a version of"Basflico Garduno" almost identical to the version found in
the Library of Congress and culled, like the rest of Hispano Folklife, from the
FWP records at the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives. One
of the primary purposes of (re)publishing "Basilico Garduno" in the New
Mexico Historical Review is to alert those interested in New Mexico history
to the important yet often forgotten resource that is Hispano Folklife and,
even more so, to call attention to the New Mexico State Records Center and
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Archives' extensive FWP holdings. s Like other scholars, I remain surprised
at the dearth of scholarship on this period in New Mexico history.q
The second major impetus behind this essay is to provide a fuller context
for interpreting "Basflico Garduno" and the other FWP manuscripts housed
in the Historical Society as well as to comment on the use of New Mexico as
a symbol by intellectuals in the 1930S. Along with the enormous attention
paid to "ordinary" people, especially their lives as industrial workers, an interest in "the folk" dominated American culture in the 1930S. At the national
level New Mexico, Appalachia, and the African American South were consistently deployed as the principle examples of an organic American folk
culture. The inclusion of "Basilico Garduno" in Men at Work and Harold
Rosenberg's extensive commentary on it indicate that some 1930S intellectuals saw a strong relationship between discussions of folklife and the politics
of work. Both texts provide insight into how that relationship was imagined,
and display New Mexico's crucial but problematic place not only in the effort to outline the so-called "native" aspects of the American experience but
also in the effort to change American politics and society by illuminating and
elevating the role of the worker. lO
Emerging at the end of the Depression but still very much a part of the
New Deal, Men at Work was the product of a specific, peculiar, and important moment. Historians often divide the Great Depression into several distinct eras. The stock market crash in 1929 is commonly held as the starting
point of the depression. Another watermark is 1934, during which the Democratic party made significant midterm election gains and earned a vote of
confidence for Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal. Afterward, certain groups
made a strong push for a radical restructuring of American society. The
United States has seen very few general strikes, mass labor stoppages in a city,
but three - San Francisco, Toledo, and Minneapolis -occurred in 1934. In
September 1934, adding to the mood of unrest, four hundred thousand textile workers walked off their jobs in the largest strike in a single industry in
U.S. history. The Filipino poet Carlos Bulosan, who took part in the California lettuce workers' strike, captured the spirit of the moment: "From this day
onward my life became one long conspiracy ... I was so intensely fired by this
dream of a better America that I had completely forgotten myself."ll Within
a year, these and other skilled and unskilled industrial workers joined together in a new association oflaborers, the Congress ofIndustrial Organizations (CIO), that welcomed the unskilled and, to a much greater extent than
its forebears, workers of color. 12 Simultaneously, as Michael Denning, the
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movement's most adept chronicler, writes, "a new radical culture was taking
shape" among artists and intellectuals. Playwrights, painters, editors, authors,
and other cultural workers emerged from the immigrant and African American neighborhoods ofAmerica's cities as well as from the nation's traditional
rural populist strongholds. They formed "proletarian literary clubs, worker
theaters, camera clubs, film and photo leagues, composers collectives, Red
dance troupes, and revolutionary choruses." Those cultural producers, in
concert with an older generation of American modernists and antifascist
emigres, endeavored to convince the masses, including those newly organized by the CIa, that revolutionary change was neededY
Many challenges eventually decimated this movement, but the internal
divisions that fractured the U.S. Left during the 1930S had the greatest effect
on artistic endeavors, like Men at Work, that came toward the decade's end.
Some activists believed that cultural workers operating within the Popular
Front, including those employed by the FWP, should toe the Communist
Party line. Others, particularly a well-known group of anti-Stalinists, among
whom Harold Rosenberg was a prominent member, not only criticized Popular Front intellectuals for supporting Stalin but also for producing cultural
products that mirrored the '''kitsch'' of corporate-produced mass culture and
"the 'official' art of the state apparatus."14 Historian Alan Brinkley reports
that, partly because of these ruptures, "by the summer of 1939 ... the Federal Writers' Project was fighting for its life against foes from both outside the
New Deal and within." For example, the FWP's new director, Col. Francis
Harrington, thought the agency too individualistic and independent; Republican critics also decried the FWP for, in their words, "appealing to
class hatred" and penning "communist propaganda."'5
There can thus be no question that the late 1930S and early 1940S constituted a political crisis for the Left and, with the begil1Iling of mobilization
for World War II, the final era of the Great Depression. 16 Beside attacks by
Harrington and like-minded conservatives, the literary scholar Caren Irr
points out that, in particular, the period following the 1939 Soviet-German
Non-Aggression Pact also saw a "growing number of profoundly disill usioned
ex-Marxist intellectuals ... writing articles and books in which they fundamentally misrepresented doctrines for which they had been articulate exponents only a few years before." At the time, Dwight Macdonald and Philip
Rahv labeled this trend "cultural amnesia."17
Significantly, Men at Work, as constructed by Rosenberg, did not participate in the practice of"cultural amnesia." Instead, by concentrating on work
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itself, the project made another attempt at finding an aesthetic that might
connect the intellectual left with the masses. In his preface, Rosenberg contended that American literature and art had not, by-and-Iarge, depicted work.
The art and fiction of the 1930S, with their focus on regionalism and turn
away from elite subjects, finally produced a surge of interest in workers, but
all too often, Rosenberg posited, artists and writers seemed interested in
nonindustrial work worlds. 18 In contrast Rosenberg, like most activists and
scholars of the time, concerned himself primarily with the fate of industrial
workers. In "Men at Work" he noted:
For the bulk of occupations in the United States ... the trend is away
from the skillful self-sufficiency of the shepherd or the artisan. "The
National Research Project studies have shown," testified Corrington
Gill, Assistant Commissioner of the WPA, at a hearing of the
Temporary National Economic Committee, "that the jobs of factory
production workers are steadily becoming more simplified, as
machinery is made more automatic and specialized, and as production
methods are otherwise improved by management."19
For Rosenberg, "Basilico Garduno" - in many ways a typical story of nonindustrial work and workers-served as a point of comparison to this labor
trend. Garduno, Rosenberg alluded, had freedom from supervision and, because of that autonomy, the ability to determine the pace and the conditions
of his work. zo To differentiate, Rosenberg presented one job description from
the Dictionary of Occupational Titles, issued by the U.S. Department of Labar in 1939, that he had chosen at random: "KEY-CRIMPING-MACHINE

OPERATOR Attaches can-opening keys to metal containers of preserved
foods by means ofan automatic or pedal operated key-crimping machine: feeds
cans one at a time into machine; presses pedal to actuate crimping mechanism;
removes cans with keys attached; loads key magazine at regular intervals."
Using the pastor and the key~crimping-machineoperator as evidence, he
contended:
Jobs take in the landscape surrounding them, and odors, tempos,
climates, costumes. They take in the worker's delight in touching
things and changing them handily. They take in, too, the special kind
of suffering and crippling that comes from toil that is tiresome and
infinitely repetitious, and in which the instinct of workmanship is
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reduced to beggary. A man's work, say the philosophers, is the means
by which he stamps his image on nature, and also gives form to his
own character. So that the manner of his daily doing is an influence
interacting deeply with the future of society and with political ideas
and social theories. 21
In short, Rosenberg, like other leftist intellectuals ofthe 1930S, used "Basfl ico
Garduno" and the preindustrial folk work-ways Lorin Brown's story reflected
to present a social theory powerfully critical of an industrial society they saw
as characterized by wage slavery.
However, because of the prominence he assigned industrial work and
workers, Rosenberg failed to recognize the problems ofBasflico Garduno the
worker. Garduno's world was defined as much by the enormous sacrifices of
a peon class for the wealth of the master as by an idyllic landscape. Indeed,
many of the same criticisms Rosenberg leveled at industrial society based on
the relations between the worker and the means of production hold true for
Garduno's way of life. Z2 Rosenberg's pastor is closely equivalent to the "Indian" that Anglo intellectuals used before and during the 1930S to construct
and distinguish historically the United States from corrupt and despoiled
Europe 23 Like the "Indian," Gardui'io was a figure of the past, frozen in
time. 24 But unlike the "Indian" who had been "vanished" from the national
landscape, Garduno, like other emblems of the folk, was a figure that could
still index the pluralist nation and provide a model for a dimension of a healthy
work culture. 25 More a symbol than a reality, New Mexico in this construction
seemingly did not have the same problems that plagued the rest ofthe nation. 26
Tellingly but perhaps surprisingly, Lorin Brown depicted a similar New Mexico and was similarly uncritical in his approach to the working world of the
pastor, and like Rosenberg, Brown cherished the quietude of the pastor's premodern life. However, to a far greater extent than Rosenberg, Brown, drawing
on his deep New Mexico roots, clearly saw Garduno and other Hispanos facing the real problems of the all-too-modern present.
Lorin or Lorenzo Brown was born in 1900 in Elizabethtown, a New Mexico
mining camp, but after his father's sudden death in 1901, he and his mother
moved to Taos. Starting in 1905, Brown's mother, Cassandra Martinez de
Brown, taught in the rural villages of northern New Mexico for twenty years.
Although Brown visited her frequently and spent two school terms under her
tutelage, his maternal grandparents, the Martfnezes, raised Brown in Taos
and had an enormous influence on his view of New Mexico and the place
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of Hispano culture within it. Brown's grandfather, Vicente Martinez, had
been a follower of the rebel Catholic priest, Antonio Jose Martinez of Taos.
Vicente attended Father Martinez's college and, like the father and his other
students, was excommunicated in 1857. Unlike a number of his classmates
who turned to Protestantism after their banishment from the Church,
Vicente found in socialism a doctrine with similarities to the humane liberalism of Father Martinez's teachings 27 However, Brown's maternal grandmother Juanita Montoya de Martinez, not Vicente, had the greatest impact
on him. She taught him the folkways-particularly folk medicine-that
she and other Taosenos practiced. A well-regarded healer and midwife, she
claimed Taos Pueblo and Hispano ancestry, and enjoyed connections to both
communities. Adding to the diverse influences on his young life, Brown
also spent four years living with his father's Anglo relatives and attending
school in Kansas. Z$ After short stints as an employee of the National Recovery Agency (NRA) and the Public Works Administration (PWA), Brown began
working for the Santa Fe office of the FWP in November 1936, remaining in
that position for more than half a decade. z9 Brown's bilingual capability and
multicultural sensitivity, and his ties through blood and experience to Hispano,
Anglo, and Pueblo culture made him, in many ways, the ideal chronicler of

1930S New Mexico. 30
As much a commentary on the changing nature of work as an ethnographic portrait, the story of Basilico Garduno is better understood not as
Harold Rosenberg comprehended it but as Brown did-within the regional
and local contexts of northern New Mexico and its villages like Cordova.
Brown intimately knew the community, making it his home from 1922 to 1933
and again for extended periods between 1936 and 1941. 31 Cordova was once
a subsistence economy, but various factors in the first two decades of the
twentieth century led to the inability of this economy to provide fully for the
town's residents. A considerable portion of the male villagers was forced to
engage in migratory wage labor, usually either railroad construction, mining,
harvesting, or sheep-camp work, for as much as six months of the year. 3Z
Taken as a whole, Brown's manuscripts from the 1930S describe the negative influence the transition from a barter to cash economy had on life in
Cordova and the other villages of the upper Rio Grande Valley in the early
to mid-twentieth century. While recognizing that more material goods found
their way into the villages, Brown suggests that the loss of the valley's subsistence base profoundly affected the severity with which the Great Depression
hit C6rdovans and their neighbors. As in many areas across the country, only
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the creation of jobs associated with the United States's wartime role as "an Arsenal for Democracy" ended the Depression in the upper Rfo Grande ValleyY It was during these years that Brown left New Mexico. Upon his return
in 1972, he once again visited the villages that had been at the center of his
ethnographic reporting in the 1930S and commented on the "solution" that
wartime modernization had offered the area. He wrote, "Los Alamos, with its
opportunities for employment, had changed the whole picture in the plazas;
their atmosphere had altered and the simplicity of the village life was gone."
His old village friends, "the wise and ancient viejos and viejitas of fond recollection" who had served as his primary informants had also passed on.
"The younger generation," he noted, "was living in the modern era of rock
and roll, new cars, and a fast pace unknown thirty years back." He concluded
that the war hastened the dispersal of geographically rooted ethnic groups
into, in his always purposefully chosen words, "the mainstream ofAmerican
industriallife."14
What should we make of these comments in light of Brown's writing, particularly "Basilica Garduno," during the 1930s? I believe they offer us clues
about the relationship between ideas of"the folk" and the perceptions of modernity in New Mexico, constructions that are as important as the ways in
which Depression-era intellectuals, such as Harold Rosenberg, used New
Mexico in their writing. Although the Lorin Brown of the 1970s, like the
Brown of the 193os, mixed a sense of nostalgia with an awareness of powerful modern market forces, nostalgia seems to dominate both views. In a passage from "Basflico Garduno" in which Garduno, relieved from his duties,
goes on holiday, Brown writes:
With many pastores, leaves meant drinking sprees or women, until,
funds exhausted, they were rounded up by the patron and set upon the
sobering trail which led back to camp. For the married ones, while
there might also be a spree, in most cases the arrival of the remuda was
the occasion for a reunion with wife and children. So far as I knew,
Basflico had never been married, and he was very reticent about what
he did on his leaves. His patron confided that Basilica would go to
Santa Fe and return on the appointed day, with never a word as to his
activities.
The picture Brown paints of how most pastors spent their holiday does not gel
with the nostalgia shown by Brown and Rosenberg for the life of the pastor.
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Instead, they sound like the after-work or vacation activities of industrial workers as described in a number of other stories found in "Men at Work." Perhaps
more telling is Garduno's unwillingness to tell either his patron or ethnographer what he did on his own time. There is little question that Brown more
fully understands the realities of 1930S New Mexico than Harold Rosenberg
does. Garduno's silence, however, suggests he grasps those realities far better than either man.
Weigle and Briggs intended their volume on Brown's WPA legacy to hasten the use of the remarkable collection of ethnohistorical, folklife, and folklore data gathered by the New Mexico WPA. I hope this essay, along with
Lorin Brown's wonderful story, "Basilico Garduno," performs a similar function: alerting readers to the rich resource that is Hispano Folklife of New
Mexico, the WPA holdings at the New Mexico State Records Center and
Archives, the larger trove of documents associated with both the national and
various state offices of the FWP, and the context in which emerged the remarkable record of cultural production achieved during the rich decade of
the 1930s. Once analyzed, these records will undoubtedly broaden our knowledge and hopefully put words into some of the silences that resonate so
strongly in the following story.15

Note to Readers
There are minor differences between the Hispano Folklife version of"Basflico
Garduno" and the version in the "Men at Work" manuscript at the Library
of Congress. "Basilico," "Garduno," and all other Spanish words and names
are missing diacritical marks in the "Men at Work" version, although the
diacritical marks appear in Harold Rosenberg's introduction. There are also
no parentheses around English translations in the "Men at Work" piece, and
there are a few word differences. For example, "Men at Work" contains the
passage: "My greeting was returned in a muffled tone ..." In the Hispano

Folklife version the same passage reads, "My greeting was returned in a low
tone ..." and, similarly, "He would lose his temper ..." versus, "He lost his
temper ..." I have chosen to replicate the story as found in "Men at Work"
at the Library of Congress. For the sake of readability, I have corrected inconsistencies in Spanish orthography and added translations where necessary.
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UNKNOWN EARLY-TWENTIETH-CENTURY NEW MEXICAN SHEPHERD

(Photograph cOllrtesy of the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives,
Bergere Collection, Box 8, folder I, no. 23321.)

"Basilico Garduno, New Mexico Sheepherder"

by Lorin W. Brown
It was late afternoon when I approached the camp site in the shadow of El
Cerro Redondo (Round Peak), near Jemez Hot Spring. The sheep were still
grazing, although all had their heads turned toward the wooded base of the
peak, which dominated this upland pasture. The meadow, stretching as far
as I could see, encircled the peak. I knew enough of sheep habits to go in the
direction in which they grazed, for there would be their majada (bedding
ground), and close by would be the ca'mp of the pastor (shepherd).
A curling blue column rising from a cluster of fir and spruce indicated
the spot I sought, and three nondescript dogs gave warning of my approach.
Then Basflico's squat, broad figure emerged from the patched and weatherbeaten, one-pole tent. He was clad in bib overalls of denim, with an ill-fitting
jacket of the same material buttoned over his shirts (the weather determined
the number), and a battered black felt hat and home-made shoes.
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A low, muttered command to the dogs quieted them, and a circling motion of his arm sent them racing around the edge of the flock to urge on lagging members toward the majada and make the group more compact.
"Buenas tardes," I said, and added praise for the well trained dogs. My
greeting was returned in a muffled tone, strange and hesitant, the reluctant,
inhibited speech of one used to living alone. "Llegue, amigo" (Come in,
friend), said Basflico, his wind-reddened, bloodshot eyes glaring into mine
as if he were angry. Years of squatting over a campfire had given him this
baleful look.
I seated myself on a block of pine, while he poured a cup of coffee, the
pastor's first act of hospitality. A blackened pot is always present on the edge
of the campfire. Ground coffee and water are added as needed. Some of the
essence of the first potful made in each camp remains until the camp itself
is removed.
The beat of many hooves accompanied by the throaty bleating of the
sheep and the quicker blats of goats announced the arrival of the flock at the
salt troughs scattered near the bedding ground. I looked up to see the sheep
clustered in shoving, butting groups along the length of the slightly hollowed
logs that held the coarse rock salt- brought from the deposits of the Estancia
valley, several miles south of the sheep camp.
A ten-pound lard pail huddled in the coals near the coffee pot, its lid
punctured with a nail, emitting jets of vapor which I hoped might come from
beans and fat mutton cooking together. Without saying anything more, my
host set an iron spider on a bed of coals and put in two spoonfuls of lard to
melt. From the tent he took a sack of flour and rolled down the edges, until
a mound was formed of the exposed flour. Into this he poured a cup of water, then added the melted grease. Stirring the mixture in the sack, he soon
lifted out a ball of dough, which he placed in a small pan. All the flour that
had touched the water and grease had become incorporated in the ball of
dough, the rest remaining dry. Evidently, baking powder and salt had been
added beforehand, making the mixing a quick and simple process.
Pinching off small portions of the dough, Basilico rolled them into balls,
then flattened them into round flat cakes, a little thicker than tortillas. These
were gordas (fat ones), the bread commonly made by the New Mexican sheepherder. Soon six browned gordas were taken from the skillet and stacked on a
cloth spread across a water keg. The pail of beans was dragged out of the fire
and its lid pried off. Just as Basilico was about to seat himself on a log close to
the bean pail, one of the two goats that had approached quite familiarly to the
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fireside bleated softly. Taking down a small pail that hung from a tree branch
overhead, Basilico approached the goats, seized them one at a time by a hind
leg, and milked them. Tossing the two a piece of old bread, he set a cupful of
milk down on the keg holding the gordas, first straining it through a piece of
thin cloth, part ofan old salt sack. The goats' milk was almost as thick as cream.
Basilico needed no spoon. Each mouthful was picked up with a split gorda,
bent between thumb and forefinger. Meat was enfolded in a piece of the
gorda, and eaten with it.
A muffled drum of hooves caused me to look up from our meal, and I was
aware for thefirst time that it had grown darker. Four burros stood beyond the
light of the fire. Their feet were hobbled, and the two leaders were belled.
One of the alriwnaques (almanacs), as Basilico called them, was obviously a
pet. He asked for a tidbit in the intimate, soft, demanding tone that pampered
animals use. The herder rose and fed them the remnants of our meal, and
while they ate he removed their hobbles.
"Aren't you afraid they will stray away, if you loose them?" I asked.
"No, not at night, and scarcely ever in the daytime, either. At night they
stick very close to where I sleep, as you shall see." I realized that I was going
to spend the night at camp. It was just as well, since I had not yet even mentioned the purchase of the cabrito (kid) f?r which I had come.
I picked up the hobbles that were thrown in a heap close to where I sat.
They were home made, and their construction interested me. They were
about three feet long and as many inches wide, the inner side lined with cowhide on which the hair had been left to give more protection from chafing.
The wide straps fitted closely around a forefoot, just below the fetlock. After
several twists, which took up slack between the two front feet, one end fitted
into a slot cut in the other. A neat and efficient fastening, which, since the
leather was soft, would not be difficult to fasten or unfasten even with benumbed fingers on a cold damp morning. I appreciated this feature, because
of my experience with store-bought hobbles of thick leather straps linked
with chains and secured with heavy buckles. There is no agony equal to that
of trying to unbuckle one of these factory-made hobbles, wet and stiff from
snow. Awkward, unmanageable, and perverse, they inevitably produce torn
finger nails and bad tempers. These seemingly crude hobbles of Basilico's
were a vast improvement. Later, I saw Basilico use them as a tie.strap to secure a pack and for other purposes, by linking five pairs together.
The burros did stay close to the fire, except when Basilico slaughtered
a lamb and they moved over to look on. The lamb had been seized from the
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bedding ground and carried to a convenient tree, where Basilico suspended
it by a hind leg from a lower branch just high enough to be within easy
reach. The shepherd grasped the lamb's muzzle in his left hand and bore
the animal's head back and down against the bole of the tree, as his right
drew a sharp butcher's knife across the taut throat. This stroke was followed
by a sharp cut down the under side from tail to severed throat, while the
carcass still jerked and quivered. Incisions up the length of each leg connected with the central belly cut. From this point on, Basilica had no more
use for the knife. Tossing it aside, he started ripping off the skin with his
hands. One held the carcass away against the pull of the other. Along the
sides and back, he used his fist in a knuckling, rolling fashion, neatly separating the pelt from the carcass while rending the paper-thin tissue which
held the two together.
The pelt, flesh side up, was stretched out on the ground, and the smaller
portions were laid on it, the quarters being hung on branches to cool. The
dogs sat around with lolling tongues and cocked ears deftly catching each
offering that Basilica tossed them. They did not fight over each other's share
but gulped their own and resumed their eager, expectant attitude.
"Hey, don't throw them all of that," I called out excitedly, as I saw Basilico
start to apportion the liver around the circle. "I should like some of it for
breakfast."
"Here's something else we will have for breakfast," said Basilico, as he held
out the lamb's head for my inspection; and from the way he kept his eyes fixed
on my face, I knew he was trying to get my reaction to this novel breakfast
dish. He had not neglected to save a piece of liver as well.
"La cabez[a] es del matador," I said. My saying that the head belonged to
him who killed the animal evoked a pleased smile. I had given him to understand that I knew what a delicacy roast head was considered, especially that
of a lamb or cabrito.
Digging a hole in the spot from which he had cleared the coals of the
campfire, Basilico deposited the head therein, after first dampening it and
the sides and bottom of the hole with a little water. Directly over the head he
placed a tin lid and covered the whole with hot ashes and glowing coals.
"In the morning it will be done to a hair," he said. "But for now I will make
some burraniates. Do you know what they are?" I pretended not to know, in
order to allow him the pleasure of introducing a new dish. Taking a chunk
ofleaflard from around the kidneys, he worked it into the shape of a wiener;
around this he wrapped a good length of the milk intestines, which had first
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been stripped of their contents. With greedy eyes I watched to see how many
of these delectable bundles he would make.
Six-three apiece-I thought to myself, as he handed them to me saying,
"You roast these while I make three or four more gordas, and don't forget to
salt them when they are just about done."
"Leave them to me," I answered, pleased that he thought I could be useful.
When the burraniates were finished, I placed my share inside a folded
gorda sandwich fashion. The filling had just the desired crispness, with plenty
of body, but without the greasy taste that might have been expected. The
forest round about was quiet, its silence unbroken except for the occasional
sound of the cowbells as the burros cropped the grass nearby.
"And why do you call your burros almanaques?" I asked, as Basilico was
fixing a pallet for me near the fire. "Oh, they are the almanac of the pastor.
I can tell of sudden changes in the weather by watching their actions and
hearing their braying at unusual hours of the day or night." That was new to
me. I had heard burros called many things, some of them unprintable, but
never almanacs.
My bed consisted of three woolly sheepskins next to the ground, a blanket over these, and another with which to cover myself. Additional warmth,
if needed, would have to be supplied by the "poor man's blanket," the fire,
wood for which stood neatly stacked close enough so that I could throw an
occasional stick on it without getting up.
My friend, as I thought of him after those burraniates, lay on a pallet similar to mine on the opposite side of the fire. Both of us had lighted cigarettes,
and I talked to him about the stars. He had interesting names for some of the
more familiar constellations. The Pleiades, he called Las Cabrillas (herd of
little goats), the Great Dipper was La Carreta (the cart), and he pointed out
to me what seemed to be one star, but which were, he said, in reality two, if
your eyesight was good enough. He said the Indians used this phenomenon
to test the eyes of their young men. I had to take his word for this; all I could
see was one star. La Estrella del Pastor (the shepherd's star), as the morning
star was called, received its name, according to him, from the fact that the
shepherd is supposed to be up when it appears. He added drily [sic] that all
the stars might also be called shepherd's stars since a pastor sees them all
nearly every night, sleeping as he does with one eye open, especially when
on the summer range in the high mountains.
The moon appeared over the top of EI Cerro Redondo. Basilico said it
promised wet weather because its points were tilted so that it would not
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hold water. He told me he could figure in advance the different phases of
the moon for months ahead. This knowledge he found very useful in caring for his flock. For instance, a full moon was of great advantage at lambing time. He therefore figured out the exact day to turn the rams (cameros
mesas) in with the ewes so that the lambs would begin to drop while there
was a full moon to light the pastor's labors. A full moon was also to be desired
when the sheep were driven from summer to winter range or back again.
Basilico claimed, too, to have a method of predicting the weather for a
year ahead, by means of las cabafiuelas. "And how do you do that?" "It is very
simple," he replied, then launched into a very complex account.
I was lost in a maze of primeros, segundos (firsts and seconds), and cuarto
dias (quarter days). Boiled down, the method was based on an average of the
weather for the first 24 days ofJanuary, called las cabafiuelas. These 24 days
were paired to make 12 units, using the first and last together, each pair determining the weather for one month. For instance, the second and twentythird days of January represent February; the third and twenty-second days,
March, and so on. Then there are los pastores, the succeeding 6 days ofJanuary, which do not enter into the calculation oflas cabanuelas. These are divided
into quarter-day units, 24 in all; and, as in las cabanuelas, are paired, the second and twenty-third entering into the calculations for February-and so on.
"y el ultimo dia de enero" (and the last day ofJanuary)-I was very drowsy
by this time, and gathered that the last day of January also entered into this
complicated system. Vaguely I heard Basflico explaining that the twenty-four
hours of the last day were paired in the same manner as had been the twoday units oflas cabanuelas and the quarter-day units oflos pastores, and that
they entered into and figured in the calculations for the weather for the
months of the year in the same sequence. I recall dreaming something about
Einstein and pairs of sheep darting off in different directions, and the next I
knew Basilico's voice was urging me to breakfast.
The coffee pot was hissing and the table was laid, my cup and saucer on
one keg, his on another. The baked head of lamb lay on a pie tin, skinned,
and broken into convenient pieces. The brain pan had been opened, exposing its steaming contents. Basflico had baked several loaves of pan de pastor
(shepherd's bread), round loaves made of the same dough as the gordas, but
baked in a dutch oven. This bread keeps, and sheepherders bake supplies of
it when time cannot be spared to prepare gordas at every meal. The dutch
oven sat close to the fire with hot grease smoking inside. "I left that for you
to fix your liver to your own taste; I know nothing about that," said Basilico,
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as he handed me the chunk ofliver and a sharp knife. Like most of the rural
people of New Mexico he would not eat liver, professing not to know even
how to prepare it. (Some think this prejudice is based on the fact that sheep
liver is very susceptible to disease.) I sliced the liver, which was soon fried,
and heaping my saucer, joined Basflico. The meat of the jaw-bones of the
sheep's head had a sweet, nutty flavor, and I also sampled the brains.
The sheep were beginning to move slowly out of the majada, the vigilant
dogs posting themselves on the outskirts of the flock on higher points where
they could catch the warmth of the sun. Basilico had already prepared his
lunch. It was wrapped in a white flour sack and fastened around his waist with
the long straps of the sling he carried, fitting close to the small of his back.
"I am going to graze the sheep toward El Rito de San Antonio (St. Anthony's
Creek), where they will water, and where I can get water for the camp also.
Do you want to come along?"
Two burros, already saddled and with water kegs hanging on each side,
grazed close by. Basilico handed me a flour sack which bulged with a quarter oflamb. "Here is something for you." I could not refuse the gift, nor could
I now say that I had originally come for a cabrito.
Since the small stream lay for a distance along my own route back to the
stream, I followed the slowly moving flock. I noticed that the ewes were
heavy, and mentioned this fact to Basflico. "Yes, we'll be lambing about San
Domingo Day. Come and visit my camp at that time, if you wish to see us
then. We will be on the north slope ofEl Rito de los Indios (Indians' Creek),
where there is better shelter."
The dogs kept the sheep moving in the desired direction. I commented
on the training they must have received.
"Do you remember that melada [honey-colored goat] I milked last night?
Well she is the foster-mother of my two youngest dogs. I take young puppies,
newly born - before their eyes are opened, and suckle them to a nanny goat.

In this way I get dogs that think they are part goat, I guess, because they soon
learn to love these animals and take care of them. They take care ofthe sheep
also, buttreat them with contempt, just like these mocosas [snot-noses] deserve, for they are a very foolish animal."
We came to a saddle in the low ridge along which we had been walking.
Here Basflico and his flock would cross and go down the left-hand slope,
while I continued along its length for some miles more. As the dogs turned
the flock, pressing in on its right flank, its leader, a patriarchal billy goat,
swung the first of the woolly wave over and down the slope. We stood to the

416""

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME77,NUMBER4

left and a little higher, like commanders of an army watching it pass in review. Basflico scanned the flock closely, seeming to take note of each individual mutton. "'Sta bien," he said to himself as the last sheep passed over.
"You didn't count them, did you?" I asked. "Sf y no" (yes and no), he replied.
"I counted my marcadoras [markers]; they were all there, so the rest must be."
These marcadoras, he explained, were the black sheep in the flock-about
one of these for every hundred of the others. Any carta (stray bunch) would
be almost certain to include one of the black sheep. So if all the black sheep
were accounted for, he could assume the whole flock was intact.
Many pastores cannot count beyond the number of fingers on both hands
and must use counters. The old Spanish saying, "Camero entregado, peso
contado" (whether sold and handed over, a dollar counted out), means that
the price is paid for each animal as it is sold because of the seller's inability
to reckon the total. A full tally of the sheep is usually made by the owner, or
patron, on one of his periodical visits to the sheep camp. At that time the
pastor may hand his patron a tobacco sack full of pebbles. Some of these will
be larger than the rest and are usually black. The pastor has made a count of
his rebafio (flock) some time prior to his patron's visit, and his count is recorded in these pebbles. The black pebbles show how many hundreds there
were; the white ones, how many tens; the remainder are either committed to
memory or shown by notches cut into the shepherd's staff. To account for
sheep killed by wild animals, or dying from any other cause, the pastor skins
and saves the pelt, ears and all, against the day when his patron comes to
count his sheep, because he is responsible for everyone.
"Why don't you come over to the Springs to visit me?" I asked. "I shall be
there for a week or ten days more."
"I will if the patron sends me a remuda soon. But, amiguito, I have known
those springs for many years. In fact, that was where I first started in [sic] to
herd sheep. My father and I both worked for Don Mariano, who first owned
those springs-that is, the grant on which they are located. He was muy rico,
a man of many sheep and much land. We used to lamb in the grassy valley
just above the springs and dip the sheep in troughs built just below the main
sulphur spring; and we used nothing else except the very water from the spring
to rid the sheep of scab and ticks. It was much better than this stuff we have
to use nowadays. Don Mariano was a great patron, a great fighter and eater,
but of good heart. When he came to visit our camp to count the sheep, my
father would always kill the fattest lamb, then open it while it was still warm,
even before skinning it, and remove the paunch. This he would place to roast

FALL

2002

BASSO ~

417

on the rescoldo, a big bed of coals prepared beforehand. There was nothing
Don Mariano liked better than paunch roasted thus; when it had been roasted
sufficiently, he would cut it open with his daga [dagger], empty the half-digested contents, and cut up the paunch and eat it. He said that besides liking itvery much, it was very good for a stomach trouble from which he suffered.
~Quien

sabe?"
By remuda, Basilico meant a herder sent up to relieve him. On such holi-

days, Basflico usually took all his burros and stopped at his patron's house,
where he left them. He then went about his own affairs. On such occasions,
his attire varied from that of every day only by being newer and perhaps a little
cleaner, and by a new black hat carefully brushed. This hat was kept at the
patron's home, and constituted the latter's annual bonus to his faithful servitor, a gift added to his wages. Each year the holiday hat was taken over for
workday use, and soon became the battered affair, which Basilico doffed as
we parted there on the ridge.
With many pastores, leaves meant drinking sprees or women, until, funds
exhausted, they were rounded up by the patron and set upon the sobering
trail which led back to camp. For the married ones, while there might also
be a spree, in most cases the arrival of the remuda was the occasion for a reunion with wife and children. So far as I knew, Basilico had never been married, and he was very reticent about what he did on his leaves. His patron
confided that Basilico would go to Santa Fe and return on the appointed day,
with never a word as to his activities.
I shook hands with Basflico, assuring him I would be present at lambing
time, if possible. He promised to have ready for me upon my return a pair of

teguas (moccasins), which he would make for me. I had seen teguas worn by
other pastores; they were, however, hybrid affairs, with handmade soles but
with uppers salvaged from some pair of store shoes or boots. Basflico's, made
of cowhide, with the neatest of stitching, close fitting, and undoubtedly very
comfortable, were his own handiwork throughout. He was a master in working leather. He could braid quirts, belts, hat bands, reatas (ropes), and those
long tapering whips known as blacksnakes. Next to the teguas, his neatest
accomplishment were [sic] the hondas (slings) he made, like the one he now
carried. They were shorter than those I had when a boy. The egg-shaped piece
that carried the stone was larger, and on the end of each swinging string was
a lash that cracked like a pistol shot after each throw. Bas'ilico was amazingly
accurate with it; he never hit a sheep or goat, but would fling a stone near a
straggler to startle it back to the flock.
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I returned to Basilico's camp the day before San Domingo Day. True to
his prediction, a full moon appeared in the sky that night, and soon afterwards
the thin bleats of newborn lambs sounded. Basflico, with three extra men
who had been in camp since the first of the month, worked until morning.
He or one of his helpers would appear at the campfire to drink a cup of coffee,
then return to his labors.
I wandered over to the corral that had been built a few days before for el

ganado prenado (the pregnant ewes). The bobbing lanterns revealed the
whereabouts of the men. I spotted Basilico skinning a still-born lamb. Its
mother stood close by baaing incessantly in that stupid manner characteristic of sheep. I said, "Surely you don't have to save the skins of such as those
for accounting to the patron?"
"No, no, I am fixing it so this ionia (fool) may have a foster son, tomorrow
perhaps. There will be some ewes that will die tonight, leaving pencos (orphan lambs), and others that will have twins. I will take either a penco or a
twin lamb away from its mother, tie this skin to his back, and fool the vieja
(old woman) into adopting him. The ewes recognize their lambs by scent at
first, and through this trick we save many lambs that would die otherwise."
Several diminutive pelts hung around the corral, separated from each other
so the scents would not get mixed.
In the midst of the confusion and noise and the constant blatting and bleating, the herder and his helpers moved from one birth to another. I asked one
man how he could pair up the right ewe with each lamb pelt; they all looked
exactly alike to me. He said there were differences of appearance, and besides,
each ewe had a different note to her bleating, by which he could fix her in his
mind. Listening to the bleat of one particular ewe, I was able, finally, to distinguish her baaing from the medley that arose from the corral. There were not
many ofthese adoptions to be arranged. Basilico's flock had wintered well, and
the ewes had reached the lambing season in very good condition.
It was close to four in the morning when I returned to the campfire. Above
the commotion from the corral, the shrill yapping of coyotes could be heard.
They seemed to know what the sounds issuing from the corral meant. I could
imagine their slavering jaws and burning eyes as they pointed their slender
noses to the sky.
In the morning, I accompanied Basilico in a round of inspections of the
corral and the chiqueros (small brush pens). At the corral, we picked up the
carcasses of the lambs that had been skinned the night before and tossed
them over the side of a near-by bluff. At the chiqueros, in which the lambs
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born the night before were kept while the flock grazed, Basilico paused to
count again the lambs huddling together for warmth. He seemed satisfied
with their number and general sturdiness. As we stood there, one of the extra
men appeared with four more lambs; from time to time throughout the day
others were added.
One of the men drove a small group of nervously bleating ewes close to
the chiquero where the orphans and twins were segregated. With a lamb
clothed in one of the pelts removed the night before, Basilico would head
for a particular ewe. Sometimes a good deal of persuasion was necessary
before it would allow the lamb to suckle. It would be held and forced to
smell this odd-looking lamb with the legs of its strange covering dangling
from its sides. The lamb on its wobbling legs would be butted and shoved
aside, but would persist in satisfying its hunger, bringing its mouth again
and again to the ewe's side, in spite of all rebuffs. When, after many attempts, accompanied by strong language on the part of Basilico and his
helper, the lamb was accepted by the ewe, it would kneel to receive the
milk, while its tail wriggled ecstatically just below the lifeless one of the
lamb whose place it was taking. When it was finished, the ewe would move
off to graze, still eyeing dubiously this mysterious creature that had the scent
of Esau but the voice of Jacob.
That evening I left the camp after negotiating for a kid, which I held on
the saddle before me. Also tied to my saddle were the teguas Basilico had
promised me. Somehow during the busy days of preparation for the lambing
rush, he had found time to make them. Basilico's helpers would depart in a
few days, leaving him to the solitude that he seemed to prefer. I said I would
try to get back again in a few days. "Yes, come back after these other ones have
gone. Then we can talk." As I rode away, my cargo awakened the echoes of
hillside and canyon along my back trail.
The next time I saw him was by chance. I was out riding around the hills
below the lambing camp and on the slopes of the mountain that led toward
the settlement on the Rio Grande. Entering an open park, I happened onto
a flock of sheep, obviously on the move from one camp to another. Four
burros loaded with camp equipment grazed at the edge of the flock. I recognized the animals as BasIlica's, and rode to the rear of the flock in search of
him. I met him carrying a lamb in his arms; it had played out some time
back. Its excited mother alternately grazed in erratic pauses close on BasIlica's
footsteps, then dashed towards him, baaing in a stupidly inquiring manner,
evoking plaintive responses from the lamb.
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"Where are you going with your ganado, is it that your patron has sold it
and you are taking it down for delivery?" I asked, for a movement of a flock
from the summer range to winter range country at this time of year was unusual. "No, nada de eso [no, nothing like that]. The patron has a shearing
shed down here a little way, and I am driving the sheep there to be sheared."
As we crossed a small stream, Basilico stopped to pluck a green feathery
plant which grew under the overhanging bank, close by some violets. "What
is that?" I asked, as he thrust the fernlike wisps into his mouth. "It is pluma;illo
[sneezeweed], very good for the stomach. Try some?" It was bitter to the taste
and should have rated very high in the locality, where the efficacy of any
medicine is measured by the strength of its flavor. Basilica asked if I would
bring him some hediondilla (bean trefoil) from the vicinity of Socorro the next
time I was down there. I confessed that I did not know what that was, but from
the name, which means 'stinking,' it could not be anything pleasant. I learned
later that it was the creosote bush, a popular remedy for kidney ailments.
"You know much about herbs, no?"
"Yes, every pastor knows about yerbas del campo (wild herbs). It is well that
he does, he is so much alone. Only a broken leg holds any terror for a sheepherder. I can name you a great number of herbs, and the particular benefits
of each, but that would take a long time. Some other time I will give you
some of each and directions for using them."
After the sheep had bedded down, as we sat smoking our after-supper
cigarette, Basilico talked about herbs. He recited a list that would put an
herbalist's catalogue to shame. The most pro~1inent was osha, which is so
highly regarded by native New Mexicans that it is considered virtually a cureall. Others were altamisa (wormwood), chima;d (wild parsley), chamiso
(sagebrush), orteguilla (nettle), paleo (penny royal), yerba buena (mint),
amole (soap root), canaigra (dock root). The only way one could fix this list
of names in mind would be, he suggested, to get a sample of each and record
its properties in detail. While on the subject, Basilico also mentioned pingue
(Colorado rubber plant) and loco weed from which the pastor must guard his
sheep. Pingue is especially destructive in the month of October, or after the
first frosts. It is more resistant to frost than grass, and stays green and tender
after the latter has begun to dry up. For this reason the sheep turn to the pingue
and great losses result, unless the pastor is careful to keep his flock away from
infested regions during that critical period. Loco weed causes losses in the
months of February and March. Stock that feed on it go "crazy"; it affects
them like a drug; having once tasted it they cannot leave it alone. Eating
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nothing else, they stagger along, their actions extremely erratic, and finally
die from lack of nourishment.
In the morning the shearing crew arrived amid a cloud of dust in a small
truck piled high with bedding rolls and other equipment. They were a noisy
band of itinerants, shearing sheep on a commission basis all over the State
[sic] and into Colorado. Basilica would have nothing to do with them, except
for handling his sheep so as to keep the shearers constantly supplied. To prepare the sheep for shearing, he would drive about a hundred of them at a time
into a small adobe room with but one opening. Here, closely confined, the
warmth of their bodies caused "sweating," which makes shearing easier. To
get them into the room, he used the patriarch of the small herd of goats he
kept with his sheep. It was amusing to see how well the bearded old rogue
knew his business. He no sooner entered the door with the sheep close on his
heels, than he stepped aside near the exit. He knew that he must get out again
and be ready for the next bunch. His whole demeanor showed his supreme
contempt for the victims of his guile and his wish to escape close confinement with such idiots.
The sheared sheep, looking more foolish than ever in their nakedness, were
held by the dogs in a corner of the hills, while Basilica took care of doling out
the others to the shed, as required. I watched the shearers deftly turn their victims, the wool clip rolling off in a soft mat. As each was finished, a cry of"i Uno!"
(one) broughtthe boss, who acted as inspector. His "iBueno!" (good) permitted the shearer to release the animal as properly sheared. A metal disk was
handed the worker, to be used at the encl of the day in computing his pay.
The crew of shearers would be in the neighborhood for several days, since
other owners had requested the use of the sheds for shearing their flocks. I
knew Basflico hated to remain in their company any longer than was necessary. He would lose his temper under the bantering of the shearers, who
treated all pastores with contempt. The crowning insult was that they persisted in calling him Basil Loco. I left that evening, atop a load of the huge
sacks into which the wool was packed after shearing.
Basilica and his flock were at the shearing sheds again when I next saw
them. The flock now seemed much larger. I thought at first more sheep had
been bought, but I soon discovered that it was the spring lambs that made the
increase. They were large now, sturdy, fat fellows weighing 70 to 75 pounds,
a good average for this type of sheep.
Basilica's patron had ridden in with a helper to aid in castrating and docking the lambs. In the first process the lamb was up-ended and held with his
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head away from his captor. Sometimes, in the case of a particularly vigorous
lamb, the forefeet were tied. Both hind legs were held in encircling arms,
with hooves caught in the sheepman's armpits. An opened clasp-knife held
in the right hand severed the tip of the lamb's bag, held in the left hand. The
ends of the testicles showing were seized in strong teeth and withdrawn with
a jerk of the head, to be deposited in apan or pail close by. The men worked
singly, as a rule, scarcely making a sound-perhaps because of their bloodsmeared faces. The stain spread down the fronts of their overalls. An element
of rivalry entered into this task, each worker trying to outdo the other in the
number of lambs altered.
At this time, too, the ears ofthe lambs were marked with the patron's distinctive crop or slit, or combination of both, and its tail was docked to within an
inch of its base. The poor creatures, after undergoing this three-way treatment,
stood dripping blood from many parts of their bodies, bleating disconsolately
and shaking their heads vigorously, sending thin sprays ofblood through the air.
At supper that evening I received my introduction to the so-called "Rocky
Mountain Oysters," a big dutch oven full that had been fried, and a pile on
a lard can lid that had been roasted over the coals. Both ways, I found, they
deserved their fame as a seasonal delicacy.
"Yes, we had a very good hijadero (lambing season): about half and half
ewes and males, and about 90 lambs for every 100 ewes, and very little loss.
We will sell nearly 800 lambs, and the patron has had me cut out very nearly
300 old and toothless ewes. These he is going to pasture on his home meadows, selling them to the Indians of the pueblos and his poorer neighbors.

They are good for nothing else but meat now."
"I will stay here until time to turn the rams in with the sheep," Basilico
went on. "This we will do the first of the Month of the Dead (November). I
will winter with my sheep on the chamiso-covered flats between here and the
Rio Grande. During the month of December I have for many years taken
the part of El Diablo in Los Pastores, that old play that deals with us shepherds, our life in camp, our language. It is directed by my compadre, Higinio
Costales. I make a very good Diablo, wouldn't you think so?"
"Wonderful," I said, smiling, taking in his great dark head, wild hair, and
angry-looking eyes under heavy brows.
"Come down to see me do it in the month of Noche Buena (Christmas
Eve)."
I resolved to do so. Noche Buena was the month ofluminarias, those small
fires still lighted in New Mexico on Christmas Eve in commemoration of the
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shepherd campfires long ago outside the town of Bethlehem. In Los Pastores,
the Christmas play, with its scene laid near the town of Bethlehem, I would
see this solitary Basilico, who lived all year with sheep, among his brothers.
Notes
1.

The Federal Writers' Project, the Federal Theater Project, and the Federal Art
Project-together commonly referred to as Federal One-comprised the' most
novel and controversial wing of the WPA's massive employment program. On average Federal One employed approximately thirty-seven thousand workers between
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like Saul Bellow, "adored the Project." Unquestionably, the state guidebooks were
the Projects' most famous product, but a spectacular range ofoutput-perhaps most
importantly oral life histories of ordinary men and women-characterized the Project. See Alan Brinkley, Foreword to Survey of Federal Writers' Project Manuscript
Holdings in State Depositories, by Ann Banks and Robert Carter (Washington, D.C.:
American Historical Association, 1985), v-vii; and Jerry G. Mallgione, The Dream
and the Deal: The Federal Writers' Project, 1935-1943 (Boston: Little, Brown, 1972).
For employment statistics see Dick Netzer, The Subsidized Muse: Public Support for

the Arts in the United States (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978), 55-56.
2. Ann Banks, First Person America (New York: W. W. Norton, 1991), iii-iv.
3. Most recently, the collection Remembering Slavery has gained wide acclaim. Ira
Berlin, Marc Favreau, and Steven F. Miller, eds., Remembering Slavery: African
Americans Talk About Their Personal Experiences ofSlavery and Freedom (New York:
The New Press, 1998).

4- Emphasis in original. Loren S. Greene to Joseph E. Parker, 3 December 1940, folder
7, box 9, MC 77, Work Projects Administration Records, Montana Historical Society Archives, Helena, Montana.
5. Rosenberg gained fame in the postwar period as the art critic for The New Yorker and
as a member of Alan Bloom's intellectual circle.
6. Harold Rosenberg, ed., preface to "Men at Work: Stories of People attheir Jobs in
America," p. I, Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration, 1941, folders 1 and
2, box A-852, Records of U.S. Work Projects Administration, Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C.
'
7· The collection edited by Weigle and Briggs was not the first volume of Brown's writings to be published. In the early 1970S Brown put his recollections about his experiences in northern New Mexico down on paper. Combining them with two of his
FWP manuscripts on the Hermanos (Penitente brothers), he published Echoes ofthe

Flute under the name Lorenzo de Cordova. In Brown's case, he forfeited his strongest ties to his F\VP work when he left his native New Mexico during the war
years, especially when his personal collection ofFWP manuscripts he had penned
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burned in an Idaho fire. The three decades that passed between Brown's work for
the FWP and his own rekindled interest in that work chronologically parallels a
broader national trend: a general resurgence of attention to the WPA's arts projects. Charles L. Briggs and Marta Weigle, "Lorin W. Brown ill Taos and Cordova:
A Biographical and Ethnohistorical Sketch:' in Lorin W. Brown, Hispano Folklife
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Charles L. Briggs and Marta Weigle (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1978),32, ix-x. Lorenzo de Cordova, Echoes of the Flute (Santa Fe: Ancient
City Press, 1972).
8. Suzanne Forrest's research on the New Deal in New Mexico is the essential starting point and resource on all topics dealing with New Mexico in the 1930S. See her

The Preservation ofthe Village: New Mexico's Hispanics and the New Deal (1989; reprint, with a foreword by William deBuys, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1998).
9. William deBuys, foreword to The Preservation of the Village, Forrest, ix.
10. Although I concentrate on the relationship between the symbols of work and workers and how those symbols were used by 1930S intellectuals, my analysis supports
Forrest's similar conclusions about the place of the folk in Anglo American culture.
Forrest notes of her broader investigation that the dynamics of colonialism in New
Mexico "enabled some Anglo Americans to establish a special protective relationship over [both Hispanos and Indians] -one that assuaged [Anglo] guilt even as it
enhanced their sense of themselves as socially and intellectually superior human

11.

beings. This special relationship, which reached its zenith during the 1930S New
Deal, is the subject of this study." Forrest, The Preservation of the Village, xviii-xix.
Quoted in Michael Denning, The Cultural Front: The Laboring ofAmerican Cul-

ture in the Twentieth Century (London: Verso, 1997), xiv.
12. Michael Goldfield, The Color of Politics: Race and the Mainsprings of American
Politics (New York: The New Press, 1997), 176-23°. Men at Work, by its very title,
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less successfully: women's efforts to gain equal wages and opportunities in the workplace. For an excellent account of the gendered divide within the .CIO during the
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14- Denning, The Cultural Front, 107.
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abstract and permanent losses ... and came to seem a moment in narration" in the
193os. Writers working during the New Deal effectively disentangled Americanism
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Fall of the New Deal Order (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1989)'
17· Irr, Suburb of Dissent, 14.
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struggle to meet his needs, his organizations, and his friends." However, he concluded that these novels have all but ignored the "productive, and hence powerful
and dynamic, core of [the worker's] existence." Men at Work sought to change that
oversight. Rosenberg, ed., preface to "Men at Work," 4.
19. Rosenberg, ed., preface to "Men at Work," 1.
20. The decade of 1930S witnessed unprecedented success in unionizing workers. In
many industries strikes were an essential element of the complex mechanism used
to gain collective bargaining. Too often, however, strikes and other job actions are
seen solely as an effort by workers to make gains on bread-and-butter issues like
wages and benefits. Historically, strikes have more often centered on workers' desire
to win control over what labor historians call shop-floor issues. First and foremost,
they include the pace and conditions of work. ltis no surprise, then, that Rosenberg
stressed particular elements of Basilico Gardufio's story.
21. Rosenberg, ed., preface to "Men at Work:' 2.
22. During the 1930S Rosen berg espoused a Marxist perspective arguing that revol utionary change would come out of the organization of industrial workers.
23. On the promotion of the U.S. landscape and "native" culture as distinct from that
of Europe, see David Noble, "Revocation of the Anglo Protestant Monopoly: Aesthetic Authority and the American Landscape:' Soundings 79 (Spring-Summer
1996): 1001-20. As far as American exceptionalism's inherent blindness to American
imperialism in the U.S. West and other locales, we can also trace the intellectual
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from any version of the settling of America. If Native peoples were mentioned or if
the problem of slavery reared its ugly head, the official line was that the oppressed

deserved their oppression, that they in fact would be better off following the civilizing influence ofAnglo Protestants. As Noble has shown, Prescott, in particular, took
this line of reasoning in his creation of a narrative on the conquest of lands south
of the United States.
24. Philip Deloria, Playing Indian (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1998);
and David Anthony Tyeeme Clark and Joane Nagel, "White Men, Red Masks: Appropriations of'lndian' Manhood in Imagined Wests," Across the Great Divide: Cultures ofManhood in the American West, ed. Matthew Basso, Laura McCall, and Dee
Garceau (New York: Routledge, 2001), 109-3°.
25. Jean O'Brien has detailed a similar process in '''Vanishing' Indians in NineteenthCentury New England: Local Historians' Erasure of Still-Present Peoples," (unpublished paper in author's possession). I would like to thank Jean O'Brien for sharing
her work with me.
26. Captivated by the premodern lifestyles and what they saw as an authentic culture,
numerous Anglos from the East had begun visiting for extended periods or even
settling in Santa Fe during the 1920S. Frank Applegate and Mary Austin, and the
artists JozefBakos, Walter Mruk, Fremont Ellis, Will Shuster, and Willard Nashcollectively known as the Cinco Pintores-as well as Aileen Nusbaum, who would
serve as the director of the New Mexico Writers' Project for a period, were some of
the key members of what has come to be known as the Santa Fe colony. Weigle and
Briggs explain, "The landscape and ritual of Hispano villages proved particularly
appealing to this crowd." Primary among these rituals were the public acts of penance performed by the Pious Fraternity of Our Father Jesus Nazarite, better known
as the Penitentes. Besides the Hermanos, Brown's visitors had an abiding interest in
the villagers of Cordova. Applegate, for example, struck up a friendship with Jose
Dolores Lopez, a Cordovan carpenter and carver, whom he urged to focus on religious iconography and sell his wares at the Santa Fe Annual Fiesta. Weigle and
Briggs, "Lorin W. Brown in Taos and Cordova," 17-18. Ramon Gutierrez has offered
a sharp critique of the Santa Fe colony. Ramon Gutierrez, "Crucifixion, Slavery,
and Death: The Hermanos Penitentes of the Southwest," in Over the Edge: Remapping the American West, ed. Valerie Matsumoto and Blake Allmendinger (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1999), 261-67. Many ofthese Anglos held views shaped
by Progressive Era politics and, thus, also believed that premodern New Mexico was
a grossly inefficient society. See Forrest, Preservation of the Village, xviii, 103.
27. Because of his premature death, Lorin Brown Sr. was not a major influence on his
son's life, but notably, he shared Vicente Martinez's belief in socialism.
28. Weigle and Briggs, "Lorin W. Brown in Taos and Cordova," 3-7.
29. In that time he produced a prodigious amount of ethnographic data, in his words,
on the "various facets of Hispano or Spanish-American culture." His manuscripts
number close to two hundred and include the transcription of numerous folktales
and folksongs, field reports from his travels among the northern New Mexican villages he called home, and interpretive and impressionistic sketches of the life of the
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Peak on maps, under whose shadow Basilico Garduno was camped when Brown
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from the increasingly developed area around Cordova and thus served as an even
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32. Weigle and Briggs, "Lorin W. Brown in Taos and Cordova," 13-15. Much of Forrest's
Preservation of the Village either directly addresses or alludes to these economic,
social, and cultural changes.
33. In Hispano Folklife of New Mexico, Weigle and Briggs argue that federal relief programs prevented widespread starvation in these years and that the massive federal
projects of World War II, particularly Los Alamos National Laboratory, and the
service-sector jobs associated with these projects provided a permanent solution to
Cordova's economic woes. Weigle and Briggs report that $1,143,051 in relief income
came to the Hispanos of the upper Rio Grande Valley in 1936. Weigle and Briggs,
"Lorin W. Brown in Taos and Cordova," 14.
34. For Brown, "the WPA stories are all that remain" of New Mexico's earlier lifestyles
and work ways. Brown, Hispano Folklife of New Mexico, ix-x.
35. One area rich for continued investigation is the role of ethnicity and race in the
national- and state-level cultural imagination and how those imaginings impacted
the material conditions of life for New Mexicans. Abundant today are signs that
this investigation is increasingly of interest to historians. See, for example, the
website "Sin Nombre: Hispana and Hispano Artists of the New Deal Era," http://
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Artists of the New Deal Era (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001).

CLINTON P. ANDERSON

(Photograph from New Mexico Historical Review photo archive.)

Senator Clinton P. Anderson's Library Legacy
Marianne R. Tyndall

I

t was a spring afternoon in the late 1940S when a tall man with intelligent
eyes emerged smiling from an Albuquerque bookstore. He had just received some exciting news from the shopkeeper: A collection of over two
thousand books was recently rediscovered in a family attic in a small southwestern town. The collection had been stored away in the late nineteenth

century and surely contained volumes of historical import. He threw a pair
of coveralls and a flashlight into his car and sped off in search of the ancient
library. After driving for several hours under a cloudless New Mexico sky, the
man found himself standing on the family's doorstep. He eagerly pressed the
bell, but was denied access due to the lateness of the houL The man returned
at dawn and spent the next several hours paging through volume after volume
of southwestern history.
This enthusiasm would become a trademark for the gentleman whom the
public would later recognize as New Mexico senator Clinton P. Anderson.
Picturing the esteemed politician sitting on an attic floor, wearing coveralls
and covered in dust may be difficult to imagine, but Anderson was in his
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element. Of this foray, one of many adventures that he experienced as a book
collector, Anderson would later reflect that the "night of waiting to see the
library untouched for 50 years was the worst I ever spent."! As one of the most
active collectors of the twentieth century, the late senator acquired thousands
of volumes, the majority ofwhich are devoted to the history of the American
West. Anderson generously bequeathed his private library, including his entire book collection, personal papers, and correspondence, to the University
of New Mexico. Housed in the Center for Southwest Research in the university's General Library, the Anderson Manuscript Collection2 also holds many
political papers, documents, and correspondence pertaining to his service in
the U.S. Congress. As a result, this collection contains a wealth of primary
research material for students and scholars from many disciplines.
In an article written for the Antiquarian Bookman,
, Anderson investigated
the impetus behind his collecting and concluded that he "just likes books."3
This humble treatise belied the passion -a fervor that was seen repeatedly in
his personal life as well as in the public arena -Anderson broughtto all of his
endeavors. Those familiar with Anderson's career regard him as an accomplished journalist, a shrewd businessman, and, first and foremost, an honest
politician. However, few knew him as a book collector. As Anderson achieved
success in each vocation, his private library grew in response to his changing
interests. An initial fascination with poetry evolved into a focus on New Mexico
history, an interest that later grew into a hunger for Western Americana. While
a New Mexico senator, Anderson also generated an impressive selection of
books on subjects related to the congressional decisions he made. In addition, Anderson gathered more than one thousand volumes by and about the
presidents under whom he served and actively pursued signed copies. 4 The
presidential collection contains hundreds of rare and out-of-print volumes,
many of which are autographed. This paper will explore the late senator's
devotion to his adopted state of New Mexico and his passion for book collecting, and will discuss how both were driving forces in his professional and his
private life.
Although his mother hoped her son would become a Baptist preacher,
young Anderson was initially unsure about what calling he should pursue.
He began taking classes in 1913 at Dakota Wesleyan University, a small college in his hometown of Mitchell, South Dakota, to acquaint himself with
various vocations. Before long Anderson realized he was drawn to journalism,
and he enrolled in the newly founded journalism school at the University of
Michigan. Less than a year later, he was hired by the New York Daily Sun. As
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Anderson prepared to move east, his father broke his back and became linable to provide for his family. Anderson decided to move back to his hometown where he soon acquired a position with the Mitchell (South Dakota)
Daily Republican. He remained with the local newspaper until he was diagnosed with tuberculosis at the age of twenty-twoS
By the early decades ofthe twentieth century, high altitude and arid climate
had long been considered curative agents for tuberculosis. 6 New Mexico,
Arizona, and Colorado were veritable hot spots for persons stricken with the
disease, and through a family friend Anderson secured a bed at the Methodist sanitarium in Albuquerque, New Mexico. When he arrived in October

1917, however, the sanitarium was full, and he was forced to sit in the waiting room for several hours until one of the other patients succumbed to the
illness and a bed became available. 7 Severely ill by the time of his arrival,
Anderson's initial prognosis was less than hopeful; doctors doubted that he
would recover. Inspired by the words of a veteran "lunger," who said, "worrying kills more patients than TB itself ever did," the young Anderson resolutely determined not to let the disease get the better of him. s Anderson
maintained that this advice saved his life more than any doctor's counsel at
the time. Evelyn May, Anderson's sister, also diagnosed with tuberculosis,
joined her brother and the throng of health seekers who sought refuge in
New Mexico's "well-country." Whereas Anderson slowly recovered during
his yearlong stay, Evelyn May struggled for many years before she finally surrendered to the disease. 9
Anderson continued to write throughout his convalescence. Although
fatigue prevented him from physically holding a book, much less anything
heavier, Anderson devised a pulley system to suspend his typewriter from the
ceiling, creating a makeshift desk from which he could read and write in
bed. 1o Perhaps influenced by the introspection that comes with a serious illness, Anderson became interested in poetry and spent considerable time reading and writing verse. Eventually, his attention turned toward his disease and
he contributed articles and poetry to the Herald of the Well Country,1I a paper that circulated among the local tuberculosis hospitals.1 2 Anderson was appointed associate editor of the small paper in December 1918.13 As his health
improved, Anderson continued to seek inspiration through the works of other
people and consciously began to collect volumes of verse I4 When Anderson
later developed a column dedicated to book reviews, the weekly commentary
required an ongoing search for quality books. 15 Anderson's private library was
thus first established with volumes of prose and poetry.
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Anderson intended to return to the Midwest following his recovery, but
the Albuquerque Herald, a small paper with a modest circulation, hired the
young journalist for a temporary position. Less than three years later, Anderson was reporting on local politics from the state capitol and serving as the
editor of the largest local newspaper, the Albuquerque Journal. While covering the then Republican-dominated New Mexico State Legislature in Santa
Fe, Anderson first began to identify with Democratic issues. 16 He also became
interested in the political history of New Mexico and sought to understand
the relationships between Native Americans, Hispanos, and Anglos. That
fascination for New Mexico history would remain with Anderson for the rest
of his life.
When Anderson married Henrietta McCartney in June 1922, he had already decided to forego the newspaper business in favor ofa more stable career.
Anderson joined the New Mexico Loan and Mortgage Company and used
his savings to buy into the business. He became their top employee within a
year, generating the largest revenue the company had seen. After two years,
Anderson was able to buy the company outright. The renamed Clinton P.
Anderson Agency specialized in highway contract bonds, becoming the first
insurance company in New Mexico to do soY The financial freedom that
Anderson attained from his business enabled him simultaneously to pursue
a political career. As Anderson became more involved in the political fray, he
relied on a staff of trusted employees to run the agency in his absence.
In 1933 Anderson received his first political appointment as state treasurer
of New Mexico. This short-term appointment led to a federal position with
the Emergency ReliefAdministration under Harry Hopkins in 1935. 18 Initially
hired as the state director in New Mexico, Anderson was soon promoted to
field coordinator for the western states. The new responsibilities required that
he spend the majority of his time in San Francisco. While away from home,
Anderson developed a daily routine to counter the stress of his position. To
relieve tension, he sought refuge in neighborhood bookstores, and, perhaps
out of a longing for New Mexico, he browsed through books pertaining to the
Southwest 19 In a California bookstore Anderson first realized the preponderance ofliterature written about the American West, and began slowly to add
to both his knowledge and his library.
Upon his election to the U.S. Congress as a New Mexico representative
in 1941, Anderson became a familiar figure in the many bookstores in Washington, D.C., where his family maintained a second home. He continued to
haunt these establishments as a senator, a twenty-five year career that began
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in 1948. Anderson also patronized local bookstores wherever he traveled, seeking first editions, presentation and autographed copies, and volumes with
exceptional bindings. Before long Anderson exhausted the inventories of
new and used bookstores alike. He had acquired hundreds ofvolumes on the
history and prehistory of New Mexico, including many scholarly monographs
of anthropological and archaeological significance. Subjects related to the
natural history and geology of the greater Southwest were another focal point,
in addition to documents and volumes that pertained to the Spanish presence in New Mexico. As he sat in neighborhood shops surrounded by books
of western lore and history, Anderson soon became a familiar sight to booksellers around the country.
Although Anderson pursued these interests for personal enrichment, they
would prove invaluable throughout his career, shaping many ofthe ideas and
goals he presented to Congress. As private and political interests converged,
Anderson applied his knowledge of New Mexico's past to argue for a promising future. A comprehensive understanding of New Mexico's natural resources led to Anderson's staunch support of several powerful congressional
acts. During his tenure, Senator Anderson was a primary supporter of both
the Gila Wilderness AdO and the Navajo Dam Project. zl His profound knowledge of New Mexico's history and resources was vital to his political view, and
the passage of the two congressional acts was due in large part to Anderson's
erudite rhetoric on the Senate floor.
By the time Anderson began gathering materials relating to Western Americana, the business of collecting books and documents had been practiced for
many years. Rare and valuable books chronicling development west of the
Mississippi River were in high demand by historians and booksellers as early
as the mid-nineteenth century. The historian Hubert H. Bancroft acquired
over sixty thousand books and manuscripts during the second half of the nineteenth century.zz As his career advanced from bookselling to publishing, books
and other written materials remained a constant in Bancroft's life. His initial
interest in California history developed into an extensive collection dedicated to the history of Mexico and western North America. This massive, rich
collection is now housed at the Bancroft Library located on the Berkeley
campus of the University of California 23
Wealthy industrial magnates also sought to build their own collections at
this time. Henry E. Huntington, a self-made businessman, used his capital
to begin collecting in the late nineteenth century.Z4 By the early twentieth
century Huntington amassed an unprecedented collection including travel
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literature, works by British and American authors, and documents dealing
with the American Southwest 25 Unlike many of his contemporaries, Huntington envisioned his collection as the foundation for a research library and
collected materials that he anticipated would be of scholarly interest 26 That
dream was realized in 1926, when the Henry E. Huntington library opened
to the public on the family estate in San Marino, California. Huntington also
provided funding for the maintenance of the library into the twentieth century. Today, the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery continues to
draw scholars and students from around the world.
After 1920 an extraordinary movement of books and other printed material occurred in the United States as individual buyers sought the rare and the
valuable. In addition to the libraries of Bancroft and Huntington, numerous
other private collections were established during the early decades of the
twentieth century. Private collecting reached its zenith between 1920 and
1960, and Anderson joined the ranks of the many historians, booksellers, and
scholars who sought Western Americana. While many prominent collectors
hired agents to track down rare and valuable materials, Anderson jumped at
the chance to explore damp basements and crawl around dusty attics. In anticipation of these welcome forays, coveralls and a flashlight became permanent
gear in the trunk of his car. For the man who would become one of the most
esteemed senators in congressional history, the discovery of a forgotten library
gave Anderson untold satisfaction.
That enthusiasm most likely persuaded John and Mary Steck to entrust
Anderson with the papers of one of their ancestors. Anderson first contacted
the Steck family in the 1940S to view a pair of silver goblets that had once
belonged to Dr. Michael Steck, an Indian agent to the Mescalero Apaches
in southeastern New Mexico between 1852 and 1863z7 Anderson's initial interest was in the names of prominent Spaniards engraved on the cups. His inquisitive nature soon prompted the family to show him a trunk full of Dr.
Steck's personal papers. Anderson communicated his excitement to borderlands historian George P. Hammond: "I have been prowling through a trunk
which has not been opened since about 1870.... I have been very much
interested in the documents and in the diaries that are there."28
The Steck documents proved to be of historical value, containing correspondence and business papers regarding Steck's tenure as an Indian agent
and as the New Mexico superintendent of Indian affairs between 1863 and

1865. Ofparticular significance is a hand-written translation into English of an
1838 French translation of Narrative of the Expedition of Cibola Undertaken
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in 1540 originally written in Spanish by Pedro de Castefieda de Nagera. 29 Rather
than have the material languish in an attic for another seventy years, Anderson contemplated buying the papers outright. On behalf of the Steck family,
Anderson eventually secured the family papers for the University of New
Mexico with the understanding that he would have initial access to the documents for research purposes. 3D
The transfer of the Steck materials to the University of New Mexico's
General Library, finalized in 1949, transpired at a time when the market for
historical documents saw the emergence of a new breed of book collector.
Throughout the 1950S university libraries across the nation began to establish
special collections departments. These departments became repositories for
historical materials of every medium. A concomitant increase in the development ofgraduate programs placed photographs, documents, and other primary resources in unprecedented demand by the academic world. Although
the University of New Mexico did not officially establish a special collections department until December 1950, Anderson's awareness of the rising
interest in university libraries for rare and valuable materials may have encouraged his arrangement for securing the Steck papers. Acknowledging
Anderson's role and generosity, University of New Mexico librarian David O.
Kelley wrote, "We appreciate your continuing interest in the collections of
the University Library.... It is a personal pleasure to know that the Library
has a friend in Washington who knows and appreciates libraries, and who is
a book collector."31
The University of New Mexico was not the only academic agency to regard Anderson with such esteem. Retaining strong loyalties to institutions he
once attended, Anderson occasionally sought to acquire specific documents
for a particular archive. Such was the case when Anderson purchased a trunk
of papers for two hundred dollars in 1943. 32 The documents, pertaining to

Jedediah Strong Smith, a member of the pioneering Smith family, were to be
donated to the Friends of the Middle Border (FMB), an association affiliated
with Dakota Wesleyan University. Anderson, aware that the organization was
developing a collection devoted to the Smith family, explained to the owner
of the trunk at the time of purchase: "I am, of course, buying these for eventual gift to the Friends of the Middle Border museum at Mitchell, South
Dakota, because it seems to me appropriate that they should be preserved
there for all time."33
Leland Case, a business associate ofAnderson and an avid member of the
FMB, facilitated the financial transaction and offered to house the Smith
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documents until the organization could build adequate housing for the valuable materials. This temporary provision stretched to years, as funding for
a secure, fireproof building proved difficult to obtain. Despite the delay,
Anderson continued to regard the FMB as the recipientofhis geI~erosity. In
1956 Anderson was shocked to learn that Case had donated the Smith materials to the College of the Pacific, an institution in Stockton, California. In
a subsequent deluge of correspondence, Anderson made clear to all involved
that the transaction not only ignored his original intent but also violated the
integrity of the donor-recipient relationship.J4
Case and the College of the Pacific appealed to Anderson that the
California institution, having an already impressive collection of pioneer
memorabilia in addition to a secure facility, would be a more appropriate
repository for the Smith documents. Anderson responded to the director of
the California Historical Foundation, an agency affiliated with the college
in Stockton, that he had "acquired the J. Smith material for the purpose of
helping to start a J. Smith collection in South Dakota at a school which I
had attended." Anderson explained, "The material went into the hands of
Leland Case, temporarily, who said he wanted to use it for a little while.
Thirteen years later it is still in his possession, and then I read that Leland
Case has donated some material to the College of the Pacific."J5 Although
Anderson was adamant that the materials be returned to the organization
for which they had been intended, the FMB still lacked proper housing,
and the Smith documents were relocated to the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C.
Anderson's personal papers reflected his desire to preserve rare and valuable documents. His interest in the nineteenth century, the period in which
he most collected, coincided with the rising interest of institutions to create
historical collections on that same period. J6 One way to satisfy this objective
lay in the realm of publishing. In November 1949 Anderson outlined a plan
to Thomas L. Popejoy, then president of the University of New Mexico, to
establish a historical fund for the publication of volumes dedicated to the
history of the American SouthwestY The fund would be maintained with
fees from speeches and addresses made by the senator, as was the custom for
those in political office. Although Anderson had never before charged a fee
for public speaking, he suggested that his office schedule such appearances
provided that the fee was paid to the publication fund. Anderson further outlined his plans: "My thought has been that I would like to do a little series of
western publications and that if you do this book or whatever book you may
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do that it be listed as No.1 in a series of western publications or publications
dealing with New Mexico."38
The impetus for Anderson's ambitious proposal came while he was engaged in personal research concerning the Fremont Expedition to California in 1848-1849. Anderson became aware of a manuscript written by Micajah
McGehee and drawn from his journal entries while he was a member of the
Fremont expedition. Although efforts to find a published version in libraries
and bookstores were fruitless, Anderson finally located a copy through a McGehee descendent,39 Upon reading the manuscript, Anderson realized the
potential for such a work to be preserved in book form and began efforts to
pursue its publication.
The resulting arrangement for the publication of the McGehee manuscript also involved the participation of the University of New Mexico Press.
Anderson agreed to secure permission from the McGehee relatives and contribute the foreword to the finished work. E. B. Mann, director of the university press, anticipated minimal editing, for McGehee had apparently
restructured his diary into manuscript format after his arrival in California. 40
Unexpected complications arose, however, as the press editor noticed extensive similarities between the narrative and a work by Lieutenant Emory, who
had made a similar sojourn prior to McGehee's experience.
To measure the degree to which McGehee had relied on Emory's prose,
Anderson attempted to acquire McGehee's unedited diary. Requests to examine the original, however, went unheeded by McGehee's relatives, and
Anderson's efforts to create a public record of Micajah's adventures were
never realized. Anderson received a final letter from the University of New
Mexico Press regarding the McGehee project in 1957. While moving offices,
the press came across the manuscript, which "our practically non existent
[sic] records indicate was presented to us by yoU."41 The work was returned
to Anderson without formality and is now part of the Anderson Manuscript
Collection housed in the Center for Southwest Research at the University of
New Mexico.
Anderson's desire to publish, a vestige ofhis journalism career, manifested
itself for the first time during the late 193os. In 1939, Anderson was appointed
director of the New Mexico Coronado Cuarto Centennial Commission
(CCCC).4Z Although the position was unpaid, Anderson became heavily
involved in the commission's activities, including the publications of the
Coronado Historical Series and the Bandelier SeriesY This important project enlisted many prominent authors and historians of the day to study the
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significant events that had shaped New Mexico history since 1540. The commission designed a plan to facilitate the publication of as many as twelve
volumes in the Coronado Series and three in the Bandelier Series. To this
end, a revolving fund was created; proceeds from previous volumes would
support the printing of the successive ones. Anderson was particularly influential in preparing the Bandelier Series for publication, having previously
acquired many of Adolf F. A. Bandelier's titles for his own collection 44
In addition, the CCCC also sponsored research excursions to Mexico to
study cultural traditions that were brought north during the Spanish colonial
period and are now part of New Mexico's heritage. Field representatives were
sent to collect materials on folklore, costume, music, and dance. Anderson,
well versed in New Mexico's Spanish history, was an advisor to Gilberto Miera,
who was sent to Mexico in 1939 to gather information. 45 Anderson's extensive
knowledge of New Mexico history, the result of many years of personal research, was invaluable to the CCCC. Although he officially resigned as the
director in November 1939, Anderson continued to influence its decisions
and remained an active participant in all aspects of the Cuarto Centennial. 46
In the early 1940S, Anderson became interested in publishing once again.
An avid reader of the New Mexico Historical Review (NMHR) Anderson
noted that several articles, which had been published in several previous issues,
could be compiled suitably into an edited volume. 47 Anderson anticipated
that this volume, dedicated to the secessionist movement in New Mexico
during the mid-nineteenth century, would be the first in a series of thematic
compilations. Anderson received encouragement from Lansing B. Bloom,
the editor of the NMHR at the time, who extended the cooperation of the
University of New Mexico Press. Despite the positive reception, a compilation of previously published articles was never printed. 48
Anderson pursued a different role with the NMHR less than a year later,
this time as a contributing author. "Historical Society Minutes, 1859-1963,"
an article published in the July 1943 issue, caught Anderson's attention. In a
footnote, author Lansing B. Bloom questioned the dimensions of the Palace
of the Governors in Santa Fe as it stood in the mid-1800s. 49 At the time Anderson was conducting research for an ambitious project envisioned to cover
New Mexico history between 1859 and 1950 and tentatively entitled "A Century in Cibola." 50 He intended to use primary sources, and to this end he
acquired numerous papers of territorial and state governors, nineteenth-century maps, and a wealth of other materials dating to the nineteenth century.5!
Anderson realized that the answer to Bloom's query lay in Anderson's own
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formidable collection. Drawing from the papers of territorial governor William G. Ritch,52 Territorial Secretary Herman H. Heath,53 and U.S. Attorney
William W. H. Davis,54 all of whom held government offices during the 1800s,
Anderson outlined repair and restoration plans for the Palace throughout the
mid-nineteenth century. The resulting article, "The Adobe Palace," published by the NMHR in April 1944,5l addressed particular structural changes
that may have contributed to Bloom's previous reservations about the building's dimensions. To illustrate these modifications, the article also included
several architectural diagrams of the Palace. The original documents are
housed in Anderson's collection. 56
The complementary desires to publish and to provide historical materials for future generations were logical extensions of Anderson's lifelong passion for collecting. Although the majority of the documents and papers that
Anderson acquired were for personal research, his actions were also guided
by his desire to assist students and scholars. He explained, "[AI]though I may
eventually try to utilize the material myself, I intend to take my notes in such
a fashion that they can be used by any subsequent historical writer ... and
then to leave the original in the University of New Mexico Library where
scholars of the future may look at it." 57 As his library expanded, Anderson
began slowly to divest himself of various books and documents that might
benefit others. A pattern of donations, initially established in the early 1940s,
set precedents for the role Anderson would eventually fill as a cultural benefactor to the University of New Mexico.
The senator made his first contribution to the university in 1941. 58 In February of that year, the library received a tabulation of annual National Defense contracts and expenditures for New Mexico. Anderson's donation was
accompanied by correspondence stating that if "such information is of interest to you, please let me know and I will send these notices on to you as I
receive them."59 This unsolicited action began a relationship between Anderson and the university that would span over thirty years.
As a U.S. representative to Congress, Anderson made a second home in
Washington, D.C., in 1941. The distance between the capital and New Mexico,
however, did not hinder a consistent influx of books and documents to the
University of New Mexico Library. In December 1945, Anderson donated
his personal thirty-nine-volume set of The Writings of George Washington,
fulfilling a request made by Arthur McAnally, UNM Librarian. 60 In addition, Anderson pursued the procurement of the Congressional Serial Set for
the library in 1946.61 The willingness to seek out such resources on behalf
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of the library integrated two ofAnderson's primary interests at the time. The
collector who "just likes books" was drawn to the challenge of acquiring
rare and valuable materials, while the forward-thinking politician considered the benefits an enriched library would bestow on New Mexican students and scholars.
Anderson continued his patronage of the university library throughout his
Congressional career. Between January 1947 and December 1948, Anderson
donated 1,064 volumes of historical, literary, and government publications.
The donated volumes included complete sets of Charles Dickens and Jane
Austen, numerous travel books, and records of congressional hearings on war,
agriculture, public lands, and economic conditions 62 The largess of Anderson's gift prompted interviews with several local and regional newspapers.
When asked why he chose the University of New Mexico, he responded, "I
was afraid they would get lost and l.know no other place where they would
be put to better use than our own state University."63
Over the next two years Anderson donated 1,128 additional volumes from
his personallibrary.64 The University of New Mexico regents formally recognized Anderson's contributions in 1950, commemorating his generosity with
a framed certificate. Throughout the next two decades Anderson invariably
appeared as an individual donor in the library section of the university's annual report. In 1964 Anderson was the guest speaker at the first meeting of the
Friends of the Libraries organization, where he discussed his passion for the
printed word. 65

In the late 1960s the Anderson Room was created for reader use and dedicated to the preservation of Anderson's collection of Western Americana.
Previously known as the Hispanic Room for its collection of books on Spain,
Portugal, and Latin America, the facility was renamed to honor Anderson's
ongoing and generous patronage. Housed in the west wing of the University
of New Mexico's Zimmerman Library, the Anderson Room was a comfortable escape from the general stacks, offering a warm atmosphere replete with
leather furniture and a fireplace in the traditional southwestern style. Anderson made several large donations of source material in preparation for the
opening, including one contribution of seventy-eight cartons. 66 In addition,
the library sought to acquire other volumes to supplement the books from
Anderson's collection. On 1 October 1968 the Anderson Room officially
opened for patron use. 67 When Anderson retired from the U.S. Senate and
returned to Albuquerque in 1972, he made his largest single donation to the
University ofNew Mexico. Over a period ofseveral months, he gave more than
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THE ANDERSON READING ROOM, REMODELED IN THE MID-196os BY
STEVENS, MALLORY, PEARL, AND CAMBELL ARCHITECTS, DESIGNER OF
RECORD GEORGE CLAYTON PEARL

(Photograph courtesy of Stevens, Mallory, Pearl, and Cambell Architects,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.)

thirty-five hundred items including books, serials, government publications,
reports, and microfilm. 68
Clinton P. Anderson died 11 November 1975, but each year his legacy survives to benefit thousands ofstudents and scholars whose research brings them
to the Anderson Reading Room. In a final bequest to the University of New
Mexico, a substantial monetary sum was provided to build and maintain in
perpetuity the collection that took Anderson a lifetime to acquire. A portion of
Anderson's last gift also provides for the Clinton P. Anderson Fellowship, an
award granted to a University of New Mexico graduate student enrolled in a
course of study related to the history and culture of the Southwest.
Henrietta M. Anderson continued the patronage of her late husband into
the final decade of the twentieth century. In 1992 the University ofNew Mexico
Library received a collection of forty-two hundred items. This generous gift
consisted of books, documents, and pamphlets relating to New Mexico and
the Southwest, in addition to archival materials and memorabilia acquired
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by the senator during his congressional career. 69 The same year, the Anderson Reading Room was renovated by George C. Pearl to accommodate an
increasing number of patrons. 70 The prominent wooden tables and chairs
remain faithful to the original character, and the room retains a comfortable yet studious atmosphere.
Today, the Anderson Reading Room stands as a tribute to the senator
whose allegiance to New Mexico is legendary. As the reference and reading
room for all of the collections housed in the Center for Southwest Research,
it is used to view materials from the Manuscripts, Photoarchives, Oral History,
Thomas Bell, University Archives, Robb Archive of Southwestern Music
and Folklore, and Meem Architecture collections. The University of New
Mexico Library continues to acquire relevant materials pertaining to New
Mexico and the American West for the Center for Southwest Research and,
by doing so, honors Anderson's commitment to New Mexico's past and its
future. Currently, plans for on-line access to the inventory ofAnderson's Manuscript Collection are in place, and scholars from around the world will soon
be able to view the scope and content of this extensive collection.
To say that Clinton P. Anderson was a book collector is akin to saying that
Merriwether Lewis was an explorer. The simple truth of this statement understates the passion and tenacity that went into Anderson's collecting or
Lewis's exploring. In reality, Anderson was as much an explorer as a collector
of books, seeking rare and valuable volumes in both bookstores and private
collections. This sense of adventure lured the late senator to a small New
Mexico town over fifty years ago. Since his first experience in a dusty attic,
Anderson paged through countless more volumes with the same enthusiasm
characteristic ofhis public career and his private life. For the boy whose mother
had hoped he would become a preacher, Anderson's legacy is a testament to
our responsibility to nourish the mind as well as the soul.
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BOWEN, UNKNOWN ISLAND: SERI INDIANS, EUROPEANS, AND THE

SAN ESTEBAN ISLANDS IN THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA

Cynthia Radding

T

he Comcaac (people) or Seri Indians of the arid desert coastal plains
of Sonora, Mexico, have been the subjects of a rich corpus of ethnohistorical, ethnobotanical, and archaeological literatures on northwestern
Mexico published during the last quarter century. The Seris figure prominently in the colonial anel modern histories of Sonora, despite their relatively
marginal status vis-a-vis the settled colony and their frequent hostilities with
military officers, governors, and missionaries. The two works reviewed here

Thomas E. Sheridan, ed., Empire of Sand: The Seri Indians and the Struggle for Spanish

Sonora, 1645-1803' (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1999. vii + 493 pp. Halftones, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $70.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-1858-0), and Thomas Bowen, Unknown
Island: Seri Indians, Europeans, and San Esteban Island in the Gulf of California, a University of Arizona Southwest Center Book (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000.
xxxii + 548 pp. 112 halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN
o-8263-2083-X.) Cynthia Radding is an Associate Professor of History at the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, where she specializes in the History of Latin America. Professor Radding
is the author of Wandering Peoples: Colonialism, Ethnic Spaces, and Ecological Frontiers in

Northwestern Mexico, 1700-185° (1997)' Wandering Peoples won the American Society for
Ethnohistory Wheeler Prize in 1998. Radding is completing a comparative cultural and environmental history, Landscapes of Power and Identity in the Shadow of Empire: Northwestem
Mexico and Eastem Bolivia from Colony to Republic. Radding has published articles and book
reviews in the American Historical Review, Hispanic American Historical Review, The Americas, Colonial Latin American Historical Review, Latin American Research Review, and in collaborative volumes published in Latin America and Europe.

447

448

~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 4

contribute substantially to this literature, using interdisciplinary approaches
of history and anthropology and combining the dual geographic perspectives
of the Sonoran mainland and the islands of the Gulf of California.
Empire of Sand joins a distinguished list of published collections of historical documents. The volume was carefully edited by the Documentary
Relations of the Southwest (DRSW) housed in the Arizona State Museum.
Thomas Sheridan's editorial office represents the collective effort of a number of scholars to select the documents and contribute to their transcription,
translation, and annotation. The numerous footnotes are admirably informative of place-names, persons, and contextual references, and the reader is
doubly appreciative of the DRSW policy to include the Spanish text following the annotated English translation of each document.
Sheridan has grouped the documents in five major thematic and chronological sections: "Early Spanish Contacts and the Foundation of the Seri
Mission Program (1645-17°0)"; "Missions and Skirmishes (1725-174°)";
"Breakdown ofSeri-Spanish Relations and the Expedition to Tiburon Island
(1748-1750)"; "Fire and Blood (1751-1771)"; and "Late-Eighteenth-Century
Missionization, Resettlement, and Warfare (1772-18°3)." The third section,
the longest, represents an event rather than a period - the Seri uprisings
beginning in 1748 and occasioned by Spanish incursions on mission lands
and harsh repression against Christian Seris who had settled in the western
missions of the San Miguel valley. The section titles and the organization
of the material illustrate Sheridan's dominant theme of Seri resistance to
the Spaniard's repeated efforts to displace, relocate, and transform them
into peasant cultivators under mission tutelage. That the Comcaac resisted
often through open defiance is well documented in Sonoran history, and
Sheridan's careful reading of the documents included in this volume is evident in his general introduction to the published collection that combines
important insights from both history and anthropology. This reader finds,
in addition, that a nuanced "middle ground" approach to the material (following Richard White's well-known treatment ofFrench-British-AmericanIroquois-Algonquian relations in the Great Lakes region) shows different
degrees of posturing, manipulating, and compromising among diverse
groups of Spanish settlers and officials and indigenous peoples in their multilateral struggles for territory, influence, and a modicum of autonomy. Reference matter includes a well-researched glossary, bibliography, and maps.
Perhaps the only oversight worth noting is that the footnotes and bibliography regrettably exclude a number of scholarly works published recently
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in Mexico on the Seris and related themes of Sonoran ethnoarchaeology
and history.

Unknown Island by Thomas Bowen takes us from the Sonoran mainland
to the Gulf of California. Bowen and Sheridan join a distinguished group of
scholars, including ethnobotanists Richard Felger and Gary Nabhan, linguists Edward (d. 1976) and Mary Beck Moser, and ethnoarchaeologist Elisa
Villalpando Canchola, who have demonstrated the cultural endurance of
the Comcaac peoples. Their resilience is born largely of their territorial
mobility and the multiple habitats that comprise the deserts and coastlands
of both Baja California and Sonora along with the Gulf of California islands
of Tiburon, San Esteban, San Lorenzo, and Angel de la Guarda. Bowen's
study focuses on an "ethnohistorical puzzle of San Esteban Island" (p. xxxi):
Did a separate band ofSeri Indians live on San Esteban until their demise at
the hands of Mexican military at the end of the nineteenth century as modern Seri oral tradition states, or was the island merely a resource base for Seris
who traveled there from Tiburon Island and the Sonoran mainland? According to Bowen, the mystery arises because there is no firm evidence in the
documentary record for a distinct indigenous group that lived on San Esteban.
Bowen's lengthy six-part work, beautifully illustrated and buttressed with four
appendixes, illustrates the methodological problems of confronting oral testimony with archaeological, ethnographic, and historical records that are
fragmentary in themselves.
Part 1 is a summary of Seri oral traditions concerning San Esteban and
gleaned from mid-twentieth-century taped interviews with a few key informants. Parts 2-4, the longest sections of the book, cover the principal known
events of Seri-European contacts from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. These events are based on primary documents (including the texts selected for Empire ofSand) and an ample bibliography of secondary sources.
Part 5 turns to the archaeological record and part 6 revisits the opening question: Did the San Esteban people really exist? Bowen's answer, arrived at by
reading the archaeological and historical records in tandem, is a qualified
affirmation of Seri oral traditions. His lengthy review of the archaeological
evidence, compiled over ten years of surveying and photographing surface
structures and artifacts but with minimal collection and excavation, leads
him to the conclusion that a resident Seri population did live on San Estebanduring the recent past and followed regular migratory patterns to and from
the southwestern shore of the much larger and better-watered Tiburon Island. This particular Seri population was not entirely unknown to European
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(and later North American and Mexican) observers, but it was identified
as "Tiburones" and considered distinct from the mainland Tepocas and
Salineros, who were the object of so many colonial reprisals for their raiding
and warfare. Bowen hypothesizes (following the oral histories) that hostility
among the different Seri bands and between the Seris and the Spanish pushed
mainland Comcaac to take refuge on Tiburon Island where, in turn, they
displaced the resident bands, who fled to San Esteban.
Bowen's contribution, in his own words, is a narrative not an engagement
with theories dealing with historical memory, invented traditions, or the construction of cultural texts. His discussion of Seri oral traditions in chapter 16
comes tantalizingly close to posing a question that might have honed his
presentation of the puzzle: What need did the modern Seris have to construct a usable past, that is, an ethnic identity of"primitive" people associated
with San Esteban, a people at once innocent and fierce, to whom they were
linked but who were emphatically distinct from themselves? The crucial interviews used by Bowen were conducted with Seri informants beginning in 1958
during a time of cultural and economic change punctuated by a measles
epidemic, the founding of a Protestant mission, and expanding market relations of production. In the midst of processes that were both profound and
troubling, mainland Seris crystallized their bitter memories of repression at
the hands of Mexican military and their wealth of cultural knowledge in
stories of a separate "band" of San Esteban kinsmen who metaphorically
and historically bound together the environments of the Sonoran coast and
the Gulf islands. This interpretation is not meant to deny the "veracity" of
historical memory but to enrich the empirical evidence that Bowen has so
painstakingly compiled and contribute further to a theoretical discussion
of ethnohistorical methods.

Book Reviews

Anasazi America: Seventeen Centuries on the Road from Center Place. By
David E. Stuart. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. xvi +

249 pp. 42 halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, glossary, index. $29.95
cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2178-x, $15.95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-2179-8.)
After an unexpectedly successful revision of his undergraduate "Ancient
New Mexico" class, anthropologist David Stuart decided to write a book
based on the course. The result, Anasazi America, follows the revised course's
method of drawing comparisons between the evolution of prehistoric Anasazi
culture and events in the history of twentieth-century America.
The book's nine chapters present a chronological account of the development of Native American cultures on the Colorado Plateau and in the upper Rfo Grande Valley as understood by archaeologists. Stuart begins with
the arrival of the first hunter-gatherers and continues with the introduction
of agriculture, the rise and fall of Chacoan society, the ensuing migration to
the uplands and then to the Rfo Grande, and the final survival of the Anasazi
as the Pueblo Indians of today. Stuart's presentation ofthe story ofthe Anasazi
is concise, very readable, and an excellent synthesis of some ofthe latest scholarly interpretations of Pueblo prehistory. One of the book's strongest assets is
Stuart's concentration on the archaeology of smaller sites, which gives some
indication of how common people lived. However, his description of the
Chacoan elite is less detailed, and he totally avoids any discussion ofthe recent
controversy over evidence of cannibalism among the Anasazi.
The innovative aspect of Stuart's book is his decision to offer comparisons
from modern America to the problems faced by the Anasazi at each st~ge
of their evolution. Many of his ideas must have provided animated classroom discussions but do not translate well into print. Stuart's comparisons
of Chacoan great houses to McDonald's restaurants, of Chacoan farmers to
Tom Joad, and of Chacoan elites to Scarlett O'Hara, for example, may be
understandable to the majority of modern Americans, but they ultimately
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offer much less insight into Chaco than would a comparison to another society at a similar level of complexity. Nevertheless, his main point is well
presented: that societies can be either powerful or efficient. Powerful societies, such as Chaco and twentieth-century America, achieve complexity
through the extravagant use of resources. Efficient societies, such as the Pueblos of recent centuries, are less complex but more careful with their resources. The Pueblos learned how to survive as an efficient society only
after the devastating collapse of the powerful Chacoan society. Stuart's comparisons raise the issue of whether modern America will have to face the collapse of its own powerful society if it cannot first become more efficient.
Gary Van Valen

University

of New Mexico

After "The Year Eighty": The Demise of Franciscan Power in Spanish New
Mexico. By Jim Norris. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press in cooperation with the Academy ofAmerican Franciscan History, 2000. x + 212 pp.
Maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2211-5.)
This book marks renewed effort by the Academy ofAmerican Franciscan
History to reactivate its once strong interest in regional history. The year eighty
in the title refers to 1680 and provides the reader with a division point that is
not only the date of the Pueblo Revolt but also the beginning of Franciscan
decline in Spanish New Mexico. There are few new insights save for one
that, with greater emphasis, would have given the key date of 1680 more impact. A stronger presentation of the outstanding early missionary activity of
the gray-robed priests would have made subsequent Franciscan decline stand
out in greater contrast. Instead, Norris follows the oft-repeated treatment of
the seventeenth century as being simply one of constant struggle between
church and state for supremacy. The well-known paucity of surviving documentation for that early period, except for outside sources used by France V.
Scholes in his historical review articles, has resulted in magnifying and simplifying the period as a bitter contest between governors and priests for control of
New Mexico. Use of the reports of Fathers Geronimo de Zarate Salmeron
and Alonso de Benevides, and those of Mother Marfa de Agreda could have
served the dual purpose of clarifying the role of early Franciscan priests
while providing a partial corrective to Scholes's largely negative view of
their missionary work.
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Norris's book leaves the impression that the entire Franciscan Order was
in decline and fails to point out the late colonial successes of the Franciscans
in California, where they were developing a mission chain that required the
work of many priests from the Colegio de San Fernando de Mexico. The
Spanish crown's frugality relegated the Colegio del Santo EvangeIico missionaries of New Mexico to lesser importance, while supporting the more
aggressive religious agents in expansion into a part of Spain's empire of more
concern and at greater risk.
The introduction of Norris's book features an otherwise obscure postPueblo Revolt Franciscan, Father Antonio Gabaldon, as if he were to be central to the story about to unfold. For some unexplained reason Gabaldon does
not reappear except as an entry in a ten-page appendix about the Franciscans
of New Mexico from 1692-1776. In addition, the book has too many errors
and omissions that could have been easily eliminated with moderate care and
proper proofreading and thereby reducing evidence of careless preparation.
The curious use of "behaviors" for "behavior" and "Puebloans" for "Pueblo
Indians," along with needless split infinitives, takes the reader's attention away
from what should be the focus of the book and fixes it on the strangeness of
such expressions.
Donald C. Cutter
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Fray Angelico Chavez: Poet, Priest, and Artist. Edited by Ellen McCracken.
Paso Por Aquf: Series on the Nuevomexicano Literary Heritage. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. xi + 156 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2007-4-)
This slim and elegantly produced volume is a celebration and assessment
of the professional life of one of New Mexico's most prominent citizens. Fray
Angelico Chavez (1910-1996) was an active proponent of New Mexico's
Spanish history and culture, and throughout his long career made important
contributions in the areas of art, literature, and history. Moreover, he was a
friend and mentor to many of the region's historical and cultural scholars as
Ellen McCracken attests in the introductory essay, "A Rose for Fray Angelico
Chavez."
The volume is arranged in three parts. The first section, "Historical Recovery," focuses on Fray Angelico's contributions as an historian. Chavez sought

454 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 4

to restore the link between New Mexico's Catholic people and their Spanish legacy. Hence, his most noted historical works examine the role of Spanish Franciscan missionaries in New Mexico's past. The essayists here - Marc
Simmons, Mario T. Garda, and Luis Leal-discuss and evaluate the importance of some of Chavez's most famous works: My Penitente Land, La Con-

quistadora, Origins of New Mexico Families, Coronado's Friars and, his piece
with Eleanor B. Adams, The Missions of New Mexico, 1776. The four essays
in the following section, "Culture of the Word and Image," are fresh critiques of Chavez's literary and artistic endeavors. Thomas J. Steele, S.}.,
Manuel Martfn-Rodrfguez, Clark Calahan, and McCracken assess his style
and technique as an artist, in addition to his literary efforts in such works as

The Virgin of Saint Lligat and New Mexico Triptych. The last section of the
book, "The Life of a Franciscan," traces the evolution of Chavez's religious
influences and career. Jack Clark Robinson, O.F.M. places Fray Angelico's
historical and literary work "in the context" (p. lll) of his religious life; Murray
Bodo, O.F.M. relates the significance of Saint Francis of Assisi to Chavez;
and his nephew Thomas E. Chavez's reminiscences complete the volume.
For the most part these are very well-conceived and -written essays. Of
special note is Garda's piece that places Chavez's work within the perspective
of Chicano/a historiography, and Martfn-Rodrfguez's compelling analysis of
the relationship between Salvador Dalf's surrealistic painting The Madonna
of Port Lligat and Chavez's allegorical The Virgin of Port Lligat. All of these
essays, however, provide only positive assessments. Some historians would be
less affirmative in their critiques, and perhaps had one ofthose been included
the volume would have more balance. The organization of the book is also
somewhat problematic. Robinson's essay is a portal into Chavez the individual and it adds an important perspective to understanding all of the other
works. It should have been the opening essay and readers would be well advised
to peruse it first.

Jim Norris
North Dakota State University

Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853. By
William Fowler. Contributions in Latin American Studies, no. 14. (Westport,
Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2000. xv + 308 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $74.95
cloth, ISBN 0-313-30914-0.)
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William Fowler is one of the most productive scholars working on postIndependence Mexican political history today. His book focuses mainly on
Jose Marfa Tornel y Mendfvil, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna's leading propagandist, intellectual proponent, and supporter. Fowler examines Tornel's
political, intellectual, and military contributions, which gradually transformed him from a radical federalist into a conservative centralist. Unlike
many politicians and military chiefs of the period including Santa Anna, who
fought for the royalist cause, Tornel was an insurgent. Barely escaping execution by the royalists, he supported Agustin de Iturbide's Plan de Iguala in
1820, met Santa Anna in Veracruz, and launched what became an enduring
relationship. Following independence, Tornel, an escoces (Scottish Rite Mason), became the speech writer, personal secretary, and adviser of Guadalupe
Victoria, the first elected president of Mexico under the Constitution of 1824.
By the mid-1820s, TorneI joined the strongly federalist yorkinos (York Rite
Masons), who advocated representative government, freedorn of the press,
and the abolition of slavery. In the atmosphere of continuing fear over Spanish projects to reoccupy Mexico, TomeI was at first an avid supporter oflaws
to expel the European Spanish minority. He was governor of the Federal
District during the destructive Mexico City Parian Market Riot that, erupting in 1828, raised the specter of social breakdown and anarchy. Although
Victoria served his full term as president, he was the last to do so for decades.
In 1829 Tornel expressed concerns about the illegitimacy ofVicente Guerrero's
accession to the presidency.
Tornel served as minister plenipotentiary to the United States (183°-1831)
in Baltimore, where he observed the American mood for expansion into
Texas and northern Mexico. Although the regime of Anastasio Bustamante
abandoned Tornel without salary, he warned of the American acquisitions of
enormous land holdings in Texas. In 1832 civil war in Mexico, sparked by the
overthrow and executio'n of Guerrero and followed by elections in 1833,
catapulted Santa Anna to power. Tornel, for reasons that are not fully understood, ran for president against Santa Anna and then became his loyal lieutenant as governor of the Federal District. In addition to his political and
intellectual influences, Tornel served as Minister of War six times and consistently advocated military reforms over the next two decades.
By the mid-1830s, TomeI abandoned radicalism and federalism to embrace
centralism and conservatism. As SantaAnna's advisor and collaborator, he was
\

an active conspirator and participant in many pronunciamientos. Following
the disastrous loss of Texas, TomeI defended a thoroughly discredited Santa
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Anna and blamed the conflict on the treachery of the Americans. Under
the centralist Constitutions of 1836 and 1843, he was a powerful supporter
of Santa Anna and the santanista political faction. Nevertheless, in the present
study Fowler does not manage to demystify the enigmatic Santa Anna or to
explain why the caudillo abandoned the capital so often to return home to
Veracruz. TomeI and Santa Anna fell out prior to the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), but they repaired their relationship following the debacle that cost Mexico half of its national territory. In the aftermath
of the war, TomeI feared social revolution and American annexation of all
Mexico. During his later years, despair for Mexico dominated his thinking
and strengthened his authoritarian views. However, unlike many other conservatives, TomeI rejected monarchy as a solution to Mexico's woes and advocated
a highly centralized dictatorship. Fowler's study of TomeI and Santa Anna
casts new light on the complex evolution of politics and relationships during
Mexico's postindependence decades.
Christon 1. Archer
University of Calgary

Warrior, Shield, and Star: Imagery and Ideology of Pueblo Warfare. By Polly
Schaafsma. (Santa Fe: Western Edge Press, 2000. x + 204 pp. 141 halftones,
20 color plates, 28 line drawings, maps, charts, notes, bibliography, index.
$2+95 paper, ISBN 0-889921-06-8.)
Polly Schaafsma is properly regarded as today's leading expert in the field
of pre-Hispanic U.S. southwestern rock art (pictographs and petroglyphs). In
Warrior, Shield, and Star: Imagery and Ideology of Pueblo Warfare, she has
produced a thoroughly researched and carefully crafted thesis important to
southwestern anthropology, archaeology, and ethnohistory. The volume begins by comparing paintings of shields found in rock shelters along the Colorado Plateau to later fourteenth-century Pueblo shield images, and continues
as an examination of the symbolism and ideology behind Pueblo images of
warfare. The organization of the book follows this research trajectory.
A brief introductory chapter presents Schaafsma's use of terms and surveys
current archaeological debates about Ancestral Pueblo warfare. It should be
noted that the term "warfare" is used in its broadest sense to refer to any conflict and does not imply standing armies or conquest of territory. This piece
is followed by a chapter describing and analyzing the content and distribu-
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tion of shield images, dating to the late thirteenth century, on the Colorado
Plateau. The third chapter contrasts these images with those of later Pueblo
warfare iconography known from both rock art and kiva murals. Schaafsma
argues that, although some elements of Colorado Plateau shield imagery
continued into the fourteenth century, there was a fundamental change in
the post-1300 symbolism and iconography ofwarfare, a theme that she develops in chapter 4Those familiar with Schaafsma's work will not be surprised by her attributing the transformation in Ancestral Pueblo warfare iconography to the
introduction ofKachina beliefsystems and representations. In this new context, Pueblo images of warfare are imbedded in broader themes concerning
rainfall, agricultural fertility, and cosmic balance. Describing the context and
content of this new iconography of Pueblo warfare comprises the book's longest and most developed chapter. Following it is another on the implications
of this interpretation of Pueblo warfare for the archaeology of Pueblo conflict
in the fourteenth century. A brief final chapter outlines the importance of
warfare themes in Pueblo society today. Both the notes and bibliography are
comprehensive.
Given the importance of visual material to Schaafsma's argument, good
illustrations are crucial. The volume is well illustrated with line drawings,
black and white photography, and color plates. One unfortunate design flaw
(plate 12) puts a key kiva mural figure in the gutter, and some of the text layout on contrasting backgrounds is confusing. Schaafsma's interpretations will
be controversial, especially her suggestions that fourteenth-century iconography derives from ancient Mesoamerican civilizations such as Teotihuacan
(p. 143), which probably fell by A.D. 600, and that crosshatching in some contexts represents Spider Woman and can be associated with the underworld
and war (p. 140). Yet all of Schaafsma's inferences are carefully worded and
should be as conscientiously read. Archaeologists take note. Interpretations
of warfare in archaeology are no less complicated and ambiguous than those
in iconography.
Linda S. Cordell
University of Colorado Museum
Boulder, Colorado
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Kokopelli: The Making ofan Icon. By Ekkehart Malotki. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000. xvi + 161 pp. 38 color plates, halftones, map,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8032-3213-6.)
This very attractive, slim, scholarly volume explores Kokopelli, the prehistoric fluteplayer image of rock art fame, which is now appropriated by
the dominant culture as an icon. Malotki's purpose is to analyze the commodification of this image from Puebloan prehistory, while he reviews the
various explanations and meanings that have accrued to the figure in its
new context. He seeks to dispel quickly popular misconceptions about the
Kokopelli figure. While the prehistoric fluteplayer occurs in the archaeological record of all ancestral Pueblo peoples, Malotki notes that the ethnographic literature of the Hopi has supplied most of the information on
Kokopelli and Kookopolo, the kachina from whom the name Kokopelli is
derived.
The strength of the book lies in its detailed review of Hopi texts combined
with six folktales, and the author's integrative commentary. The aim is to
clarify the distinctions between the two ethnographic personae, Kookopolo
and Maahu, whose insect prototypes are, respectively, the robber fly and the
cicada. The symbolism of both is present in the prehistoric fluteplayer image.
The sexual characteristics of the utterly fluteless, hunchbacked Kookopolo
are paramount, while the cicada's fluting brings warm weather. Excellent
photographs of both insects serve to illustrate graphically their significant
physical differences.
While Malotki concludes that the ethnographic and linguistic material
"provides proof that the rock art fluteplayer more closely resembles the cicada ... than it does Kookopolo" (p. 138), there is room for disagreement on
this issue. The reasons for his conclusions are puzzling. The flute (of the
cicada), of course, is the prehistoric image's distinguishing feature, but the
Kookopolo's hump and erect phallus are common attributes. The ethnographic association between fluting and warm weather is difficult to discern
in prehistoric rock art, except for the occasional conjunction of snakes with
fluteplayers, an association made clear in one of the stories. The prehistoric
fluteplayer may have had additional meanings not discussed here or represented ethnographically. Among the older fluteplayers in the archaeological
record are those associated with flying figures with shamanic implications.
Malotki's plea to recognize the importance of cultural change is well
taken. Although there is no "perfect fit" between the prehistoric image and
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the contemporary personae, Kokopelli, Kookopolo, and Maahu the cicada
may be viewed as rallying around a constellation of values, attributes, and a
related set of ideas involving fertility in general. Today, however, Maahu and
Kookopolo are mutually exclusive in their specific attributes.
This volume sets the stage for future in-depth analyses of the prehistoric
fluteplayer and its associated symbols. Meanwhile, Malotki suggests that the
Kokopelli craze, rather than being viewed as exploitation by the dominant
culture might also be seen "as a change in the dominant culture through
counteracculturation by Native Americans" (p. 139)'
Polly Schaafsma
Museum of New Mexico
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Forced Sacrifice as Ethnic Protest: The Hispano Cause in New Mexico and
the Racial Attitude Confrontation of 1933. By Phillip B. Gonzales. Politics,
Media, and Popular Culture Series, vol. 5. (New York: Peter Lang Publish\ng, 2001. xiv + 275 pp. Tables, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth, ISBN
0-82°4-51584, $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-82°4-51215.)
Psychology professor Richard Page of the University of New Mexico
(UNM) set out to measure Anglo "racial attitudes" toward "Spanish-speaking
people of the Southwest" in the autumn of 1932. He devised a twenty-item

survey containing provocative statements and asked respondents to check off
those with which they agreed. It included pronouncements such as "No matter how much you educate Spanish-speaking people, they are nothing but
greasers," and "Spanish-speaking people excel all others in kindliness and
generosity." In theory, the survey sought to gauge prejudices that, in Page's
view, were the source of social tension.
But what began as a well-intended study of racial attitudes became an object of scrutiny and led to cries of racism. When copies of the survey reached
Albuquerque's Hispanos, they were livid and called for Page's resignation. He
was summarily dragged before an investigative committee, flogged in the
press and, finally, forced to resign. He was, in effect, sacrificed on the altar
of popular indignation.
Phillip B. Gonzales recounts this story in vivid and sometimes excruciating detail. He retraces the intellectual and methodological steps that led the
good-hearted, if thoroughly naive, Professor Page down the path to his ruin.
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In the traditional sense, a sacrifice might involve the ritual destruction of
animals or human beings, a process orchestrated by authority and carried out
in the name of a higher purpose. But in what Gonzales calls a "forced sacrifice," a marginal people compel authority to render up one of its own: "It
is precisely a minority segment, standing outside the dominant order, that
spontaneously seizes the opportunity to turn the tables, demanding, with all
the indignation and rage it can muster, that a representative of authority himselfbe sacrificed" (p. 3). According to Gonzales, forced sacrifice represents
a form of social protest, a "challenge to inequality," no matter how cruel the
outcome.
The "racial attitude" confrontation may well be understood in such terms.
Indeed, UNM president]ames Zimmerman had little choice-in the face
of mounting agitation - but to lop off the head of the hapless professor,
thereby pacifying outraged Hispanos and preserving his credibility among
them. But just as Zimmerman recognized the political necessity of sacrificing Page, Hispanos, too, knew that Page was but a punching bag upon
which to vent their stored resentment. He embodied the Anglo establishment that had excluded, denigrated, and oppressed Hispanos for more than
eighty years.
Gonzales meticulously retells this near-forgotten chapter in New Mexico
history, stitching together fine narrative details with sound and persuasive
analysis. He situates the 1933 confrontation within the larger social and historical contexts that had shaped Anglo-Hispano relations and that added symbolic
urgency to Page's sacrifice.
But there is at least one important facet of the main story that, if fully explored, might have complicated Gonzales's lucid analysis. On learning that
Page had based his survey on a similar one used to measure White attitudes
towards Blacks, Hispanos lashed out at Page during a public hearing: Had
Page deigned to imply that Hispanos were racially equal to Blacks or were not
"a Caucasian race"?
This moment makes painfully clear one of the least studied phenomena
of New Mexico history: Since 1846, Hispanos have selectively asserted their
presumed whiteness as a badge of their equality with ascendant Anglos. One
subtext of the confrontation, then, is that Page's survey affirmed a racial
(Anglo-Hispano) schism that Hispanos refused to acknowledge. Perhaps the
heart ofthe matter was not Hispanos' desire to "turn the ta bles" on dominant
Anglos-to invert temporarily relations of power- but, rat~er, their yearning
to join Anglos at the table of equal citizenship based on their presumed
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common whiteness. Of course, this raises issues that lie beyond the scope of
Gonzales's book, such as Latinos' historical racial ambivalence or their complex and shifting relationship to the White body politic.
Forced Sacrifice renders a fascinating glimpse into the dynamics of ethnic
protest and identity politics in New Mexico. More broadly, it advances our
understanding of how specific contexts, symbols, and events both shape and
respond to historical identities.
John Nieto-Phillips
New Mexico State University

Cantinflas and the Chaos ofMexican Modernity. By Jeffrey L. Pilcher. Latin
American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001.
xxvi + 247 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-84202769-6, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2771-8.)

Mexico's Cinema: A Century of Film and Filmmakers. Edited by Joanne
Hershfield and David R. Maciel. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 1999. xvi + 313 pp. Halftones, notes,
bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2681-9, $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-

8420-2682-7. )
In 1995 the British Film Institute published Mexican Cinema edited by
the distinguished film critic Paulo Antonio Paranagu3. This major collection
featured articles by well-known Mexican film critics and historians, who used
different methodologies and critical approaches to examine their nation's
century-long cinematic tradition. This tradition is so rich that, according to
Paranagu3, it has produced some five thousand films. Nevertheless, little had
been published in English on Mexican cinema, and the Paranagu3 anthology quickly became the English-language benchmark in the field.
Editors Joanne Hershfield and David R. Maciel's Mexico's Cinema: A
Century ofFilm and Filmmakers is a worthy supplement to the aforementioned collection, though it is less ambitious since it lacks the scholarly apparatus (extensive bibliography and a substantial "dictionary" of films and
filmmakers) that Paranagu3 provided. The clearly organized Mexico's Cinema features twelve articles by contemporary U.S. and Mexican scholars
who draw on differing methodological and theoretical approaches (political economy, genre criticism, reception studies, cultural studies, and other
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approaches) to analyze key themes and issues such as female authorship
and the representation of gender, race, and ethnicity.
Two of the articles are rather sketchy historical surveys: "In Quest of a
National Cinema: The Silent Era" and "The Birth of the Film Industry and
the Emergence of Sound." The articles range chronologically from the earliest days of Mexican cinema to the 1990S.
This collection offers several fine essays such as Seth Fein's well-researched
"From Collaboration to Containment: Hollywood and the International
Political Economy of Mexican Cinema after the Second World War" and
Carlos Monsivais's "Cantinflas and Tin Tan: Mexico's Greatest Comedians."
In the latter essay, Mexico's leading cultural critic insightfully compares the
life and work of two of Mexico's most prominent screen comics.
Unfortunately, the editors of Mexico's Cinema provide serious scholars
with scant information about the individual essays themselves. Unanswered
questions include the following: Which essays were written specifically for
this collection, and which had been previously published (place and date)?
Which pieces were translated from Spanish, and who were the translators?
The translation question can be important, as in the case of Eduardo de la
Vega Alfaro's informative and authoritative "The Decline of the Golden Age
and the Making of the Crisis," which is stylistically marred by many instances
of awkward wording. In spite of these problems in the editorial process,
Mexico's Cinema will prove a useful volume for scholars and aficionados
already familiar with the Paranagua work.
In his celebrated entertainment career stretching from 1930 into the 198os,
Mario Moreno and his comic character Cantinflas seemed to represent at
one time or another the stereotypical pelado (a type of urban bum), symbol
of Mexican national identity, crusading union leader, politician, generous
philanthropist, spokesman for an authoritarian government, and nouveau
riche millionaire. To study this key figure in twentieth-century Mexican
popular culture, author Jeffrey M. Pilcher undertakes an unusual project:
"A dual biography, examining the tension between actor and character, is
... essential to understanding Moreno and his place in Mexican history"
(p. xxi). Moreno/Cantinflas is thoroughly studied in his socioeconomic, cultural, political, and historical contexts. Pilcher views the entertainer as the embodiment of the chaos of Mexican society in its quest for modernity. Topics
\
explored in depth include Cantinflas's deep roots in Mexican popular culture, the development of the stage and screen character Cantinflas, Moreno's
role as a union leader, his incorporation into Mexico's governing elite, and
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his international fame. The author's methodological approach pays partiClllar attention to audience reception and "the multiple loops of feedback between star and society" (p. xxi).
The well-researched and documented Cantinflas makes appropriate use
of the previously published commentaries about the superstar. Readers may
not always agree with Pilcher's understanding of Moreno's socioeconomic
milieu, but the author's positions are always clearly presented. One defect
of the book is that Pilcher occasionally raises potentially tantalizing and significant topics that he leaves largely unexplored: for example, Moreno's
work as a comic bullfighter and a regular contributor to bourgeois magazines.

Cantinflas, however, clearly represents the most important study to date of
Mario Moreno/Cantinflas within the Mexican society in which he starred.
Dennis West
University of Idaho

Latina Self-Portraits: Interviews with Contemporary Women Writers. Edited
by Bridget Kevane and Juanita Heredia. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2000. xiii + 166 pp. Bibliography. $45.00 cloth,
1971-8, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-1972-6.)

ISBN

0-8263-

In this volume two young literary scholars have brought together interviews with ten leading Latina writers of Chicana, Cuban, Dominican, and
Puerto Rican backgrounds. The collection offers the reader rich accounts of
the personal lives and the artistic accomplishments ofJulia Alvarez, Denise
Chavez, Sandra Cisneros, Rosario Ferre, Cristina Garda, Nicholasa Mohr,
Cherrie Moraga, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Esmeralda Santiago, and Helena Marfa
Viramontes. The coauthored introduction includes a broad overview of the
historical context within which these writers have emerged and a stimulating discussion of the strategies they have employed to create a space for themselves in the American literary canon. Each interview is preceded by a brief
personal and literary biography of the writer and provides information on the
logistics of the interviews. Some were conducted over the phone, others in
the writers' homes, in bookstores, and in cafes. Bridget Kevane interviewed
two authors by herself, and Juanita Heredia, one. The remaining seven were
conducted by both women. No reason is given for this distribution oflabor,
nor is information provided on whether the writers subsequently edited the
interviews.
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There is no set format for the questions, as might be the case for social
science interviews. Instead, they flow from the conversation itself and are
short and to the point. This format assures that the interviews really are about
the writers. With the interviewers remaining as unobtrusive as possible, the
reader can savor the words of the writers. Sometimes serious or professorial,
sometimes light and jovial, their words bring us close not only to the writers'
personalities but to their individual creative fountainheads as well. A bibliography of primary and secondary works completes the text. Given the role
played by these writers in introducing Latino literature into the mainstream
market and into the canon of American literature, a book of conversations
with them represents an important contribution to American literary studies.
The text, moreover, can be enjoyed by lay fans and general readers.
Erlinda Gonzales-Berry
Oregon State University

Navajo Places: History, Legend, and Landscape. By Laurance D. Linford
(Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2000. xviii + 342 pp. Maps, tables,
bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87480-623-2, $24.95 paper, ISBN 087480-624-0.)
Laurance·D. Linford has produced a monumental reference and research
guide to Navajo place-names in Navajo Places: History, Legend, and Landscape. Primarily amassed from books, periodicals, and other manuscripts, his
compilations of place-names took well over eight years. To his credit Linford
seems fully aware of the importance of Navajo ties to their land and the consequent significance of place-names in their world view. Given this understanding, however, somewhat surprising is that he did not draw more fully on
interviews with Navajo people; according to the author, he used them only
when deemed necessary for supplemental information. Linford explains that
much of the information dealing with place-names and landscape for the
Navajos is sacred and must be protected from outsiders. I fully agree and admire
his concern for anthropology both more sensitive and protective of Native
American concerns, but additional interviews might have given the reader a
deeper sense of the importance of place to the Navajos from their own point
of view. In Navajo Sacred Places (1994), anthropologist Klara Kelley and Navajo scholar Harris Francis avoided Linford's dilemma by including Navajo
voices yet excluding the names of locations that needed protection.
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Kelley and Harris, in all fairness to Linford, make very clear that their book
is not an inventory of Navajo places, whereas Linford's book could easily be
characterized as such. The introduction, quickly summarizing Navajo geography, history, social structure, and political organization, is followed by
a six-page chapter, "The Role of Mythology in Navajo Place Name Origins." Although this chapter could have provided more insight into the cruciallinks between Navajo spirituality and geographically specific sites on
their landscape, the author presents only a thumbnail summary of Navajo
religion based on outside sources. The third chapter lists the various Navajo
trading posts, past and present. The remaining 271 pages of the main text list
places by their English names in alphabetical order. These places are organized into chapters under the states ofArizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and
Utah. Most of the short descriptions of places emphasize history and interaction with Euroamericans rather than showing their significance for the
Navajos.

Navajo Places will be excellent reading for the traveler to the Southwest
who is interested in historical places. It will also serve as a valuable reference
work for historians, anthropologists, or other scholars working in the Southwest. However, this book does not elucidate the meaning of place for the
Navajos in their philosophy, spirituality, and everyday practices as Keith Basso
did in Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Apache
(1996). In Linford's work, the reader gets a great deal of information but less
insight into the holistic framework of meaning the Navajo landscape holds
for its people.
Lisa Aldred
Montana State University

The Journey ofNavajo Oshley: An Autobiography and Life History. Edited by
Robert S. McPherson. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 2000. xiii + 226
pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth,
290-1, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

ISBN

0-87421-

0-87421-291-X.)

The Journey ofNavajo Oshley is an extraordinary account of an ordinary
Navajo man whose life spanned from the 1890S to 1988. Oshley was raised
by the women of his family in traditional Navajo fashion. His recollection
of their struggles to eke out a subsistence under tough conditions in the late
1800s is captivating. A theme running through Oshley's account of his up-
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bringing is the strong family ties and obligations that still characterize Navajo culture today. Oshley's family, like most Navajos at the time, raised
sheep; the daily activities of tending to these animals are prominent in the
narrative. Within this life history is a rare and candid discussion of Navajo
beliefs in witchcraft and skinwalkers. Although Kluckholn and Leighton
wrote an anthropological classic on Navajo witchcraft, most Navajos are understandably reluctant to speak on the subject. Oshley also tells how his aunt
taught him "hand-trembling," one of the ways by which Navajos diagnose
disease. Later in the narrative, Oshley speaks about Navajo views of death, a
subject that is usually viewed as taboo.
As Oshley grew into manhood, his contact with Whites increased. There
are accounts of his dealings with Indian traders as well as his employment
by the Indian Civilian Conservation Corps. Oshley's account of livestock
reduction and its devastating impact on his family and other Navajos is
heart wrenching. Eventually, Navajo Oshley, along with his wife and children, moved near Blanding, Utah, a predominantly Anglo Mormon town.
There, he herded sheep for a White rancher for many years and also converted to Mormonism. Oshley's interpretations of Christianity offer rich
insight into Navajo patterns of adaptation to colonization in unique ways
that still maintain tradition. He describes the Christians as "helpful" and
"well-behaved," but does not view his attendance at Mormon services as
contradictory to his continued practice of traditional Navajo spiritual ways
including hand-trembling.
Most ofthe richly detailed life history is derived from tapes made of Oshley
by anthropologist Winston Hurst in 1978. The tapes were painstakingly translated by Bertha Parrish, a Navajo woman fluent in both English and Navajo.
McPherson then edited her translation, consulting the Oshley family and
older Navajo and Anglo community members for clarification of references
and chronology. McPherson also provides historical context for Oshley's life
through a brief introductory history of the Navajo people from the mid-nineteenth century through the 1960s.
This book is a wonderful contribution to Navajo biographies as well as
Navajo ethnography in general. It will most likely take a place beside the
classic Navajo autobiography, Left Handed, Son ofOZd Man Hat transcribed
by Walter Dyk in the late 1930S. Navajo Oshley's life narrative adds an autobiography from the next Navajo generation. McPherson characterizes this
generation as living in a time when White settlers were increasingly encroaching upon the Navajos and their way oflife. Thus, this work reveals the
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hardships, adaptation strategies, and maintenance ofNava jo lifeways during
this period.
Lisa Aldred
Montana State University

The Archaeology of Regional Interaction: Religion, Warfare, and Exchange
Across the American Southwest and Beyond. Proceedings of the 1996 Southwest Symposium. Edited by Michelle Hegmon. (Boulder: University Press of
Colorado, 1999. xvi + 467 pp. 34 halftones, 22 maps, 18 tables, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87°81-522-9.)
This edited volume contains twenty essays originally presented at the 1996
Southwest Symposium in Arizona. The essays offer a wide variety of perspectives on both regional and interregional interaction across the American Southwest and beyond. The essays are grouped into four parts for the convenience
of organization but not necessarily for the likeness of topics. The topics include the definition of regional systems, interaction with systems peripheral
to the Southwest, scales of economic and political interaction, warfare, and
religious orders and their spread across the greater Southwest. The number
of essays precludes listing each, but a selection will illustrate the topical range.
Daniel S. Amick addresses Folsom land-use practices in New Mexico, while
Steven A. LeBlanc and Ben A. Nelson each take a rare look at the role of
warfare in regional interaction. Winifred Creamer explores the distribution
of several classes of material items in a measure of scales of interaction, concluding with the suggestion that there may have been a budding regional
system associated with the production of Rio Grande Glaze Ware. John E.
Douglas tests and appropriately rejects the applicability of world-systems
theory to preindustrial cases of the Perros Bravos phase at the Convento site
with data from the Classic Mimbres Mattocks Ruin. The essays by William
H. Walker, et aI., David Brugge and Dennis Gilpin, John Ware and Eric
Blinman, Kelley Hays-Gilpin and Jane H. Hill, and Lynn S. Teague address
the role of religion in regional interaction.
The essays are of theoretical value in that they address the theme of interaction from multiple perspectives. Also, the research value of the volume is
enhanced by the generally high quality and depth of scholarship. The reader
should not expect a continuation of the theme of "regional systems," which
was popular in the 1990S. This trendy concept, according to Jill E. Neitzel's
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essay, has apparently been abandoned even before it became fully explored
outside Chaco and Hohokam regional systems. Conspicuously absent in the
volume are Mogollon/Mimbres case studies. Failure to address this region of
the Southwest continues to promote and perpetuate a lack of general knowledge and sophistication as exemplified in John Douglas's essay, which falls
far short of its goal. This article reflects a lack of understanding in the patterning and variability in Mimbres mortuary behavior. For some unexplained
reason, Mimbres archaeology remains the uninvited child in Southwest regional studies. Despite the shortcomings expressed by this reviewer, this volume will be a handy reference on the shelf of any archaeologist or scholar
with an interest in archaeology of the American Southwest and archaeological method and theory.
Harry T. Shafer
Texas A6M University

The Ute Indians of Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico. By Virginia McConnell

Simmons. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2000. xix + 32 3 pp. 55 halftones, line drawings, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-

87°81-571-7.)
Virginia McConnell Simmons has written an engaging survey of Ute history. The book is suited more for popular than scholarly audiences, but either
must use it with caution for the work is uneven. The book is one of the few
to present a comprehensive history of the Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah
Utes in one volume. Simmons outlines Ute history from precontact to the
present, focusing most heavily on the nineteenth century. Simmons tells a
good story, weaving references to continuity and change within the Circle of
Life, an important metaphor for the Utes, throughout her narrative. She notes
ethnographic detail such as the distribution of bands and the proper spelling
of Qand names, and her summary of Ute ethnography is generally solid.
At times, however, Simmons demonstrates a lack of understanding of how
Ute culture operated. Contradicting what most Ute scholars believe about
how leadership operated, Simmons writes that the nineteenth-century Ute
headman Ouray "possessed absolute authority as chief" over the Ute nation
(p. 176). Moreover, her historical accuracy is also spotty at times. For instance, she notes that the Hopi were Christianized Spanish subjects by 1776,
and that the Utes assured the Spanish that "they could have all the land that
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they wanted" because they "were delighted" by the Spaniards' offer to baptize them and teach them farming (p. 41). Readers unfamiliar with the scholarship on the region, then, may come away with some misunderstandings of
cultural interaction in the Southwest and Great Basin.
Simmons has clearly worked very hard gathering data for this book, going
into great detail about historical events. For example, she spends 115 pages
covering the years 1846 to 1881. Readers who enjoy particulars such as what
kinds offood government officials bought for treaty meetings will relish such
a dense narrative, but others may find themselves skipping over entire sections in search of an interpretation. Simmons's analysis, indeed, is rather
thin. The book is organized around the narrative history of great men and
major events, and her interpretation of the assimilation process concludes
that the Utes suffered an inevitable decline but still retained important cultural traditions. The last two chapters, summarizing the reservation period
and today's Utes, explains culture change by reference to the progressiveconservative dichotomy and neglects the complex range of choices the Utes
made in response to assimilation pressures.
Nonetheless, it seems unfair to judge what is apparently designed to be a
general history for a popular audience by the sometimes pedantic standards
of academics. The Ute Indians of Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico, accurate
regarding the broad outline of historical events, is a well-written and enjoyable read for history buffs.

Katherine M. B. Osburn
Tennessee Technological University

The Last War Trail: The Utes and the Settlement of Colorado. By Robert
Emmitt, introduction by Andrew Gulliford, afterword by Charles Wilkinson,
drawings by Bettina Steinke. Originally published in the Civilization of the
American Indian Series, vol. 40. (1954; reprint, Boulder: University Press of
Colorado, 2000. xxix + 357 pp. 28 halftones, 22 line drawings, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 paper,

ISBN

0-87°81-54°-7.)

In 1879 an armed conflict between the United States military and the White
River Ute Indians of Colorado resulted in the forced removal of the White
River and Uncompahgre Utes to Utah and their loss of over twelve million
acres ofland. Robert Emmitt's The Last War Trail: The Utes and the Settlement

ofColorado tells the tragic story from the Native American viewpoint. Emmitt's
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long-out-of-print classic is now available with new photographs and illustrations. This welcome edition is enhanced with a comprehensive introduction
by Andrew Guilliford and an insightful afterword by Charles Wilkinson. First
published in 1954, this book is still timely and important for an understanding of the nineteenth-century conflicts between Native Americans and the
U.S. government. Emmitt, a newspaper and university-press editor, consulted
both historical documents and Ute elders. Utilizing Ute language and oral
histories, Emmitt created dialogues and breathtaking descriptions of the natural setting to bring this story to life. What emerges is an engrossing tale of
cultural conflict leading to great loss, a loss still felt by the Ute Indians.
The story begins with the Utes living in the Shining Mountains of western Colorado. "For as long as anyone could remember, the People had lived
in the mountains.... Then one day a new people, the white man, came
across the plains into the mountains, and they did not go away" (pp. 3-4).
Emmitt effectively demonstrates the subsequent unrelenting pressure on Ute
lands from encroaching settlers and miners.
The impetus for the seemingly inevitable military confrontation was U.S.
agent Nathan Meeker's insistence that the peaceful Ute hunters turn to farming. According to Wilkinson, "Meeker's mandate threw the Ute into an uproar.
They didn't like plowing to begin with - it tore up the earth and was a symbol of the new life the white people were trying to force on them" (p. 310).
The Utes's determination to defend their way oflife resulted in the deaths of
Maj. Thomas Thornburgh, Meeker himself, twelve U.S. soldiers, ten men at
the agency, and thirty-seven Utes in 1879. Meeker's widow and daughter, a
Mrs. Price, and two children were kidnapped for twenty-three days. Emmitt
writes "Outrage and panic over the battle, the killings, and the kidnapping
spread all over Colorado, and culminated in the removal of the Northern
Utes from Colorado" (p. 315). Earlier on he notes, "The People who belonged
to the Shining Mountains-the trees and the streams and the high grasswere broken apart and scattered over the long, wide desert. ..." (p. 290).
The new edition continues the story up to the present day with photos of
contemporary Utes and the marker they erected in 1993 on the site of the 1879
Battle of Milk Creek. The taller monument erected by the Ute Tribe stands to
the right of the original memorial to Major Thornburgh and his soldiers. It is
fitting that the Utes who died defending their homeland should be so honored.
Shelley B. Hatfield
Durango, Colorado
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Chiricahua Apache Women and Children: Safekeepers ofthe Heritage. By H.
Henrietta Stockel. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000. xvi +

115 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 0-89°96-921-3.)
Discomfited by a literature that emphasizes Apache warriors and men, H.
Henrietta Stockel's purpose in this slim volume is to preserve in writing the
"inviolable traditions" (p. xiv) that have shaped the lives ofChiricahua women
and children for untold generations. Chiricahua women and children, she
writes, are one way to understand the link between contemporary society and
"visions of the long ago" (p. xiv). She arranges the book around six brief
chapters that focus on origin stories, precontact Chiricahua culture, puberty
rites, the prisoner-of-war era, four nineteenth-century "warrior women,"
and a curiously framed essay on the life of the late Mildred Cleghorn. The
book's worthy goal notwithstanding, the chapters describe but do not examine women, children, gender, and power in Chiricahua culture. Narrowly selective in scope and development, the book suffers a most telling flaw, the
absence of a coherently developed narrative in support of the book's thesis.
In chapter 3, for example, Stockel uses the Chiricahuas's 1886-1914 imprisonment to introduce the book's only discussion of Chiricahlia children, but
the narrative is devoted almost entirely to the Chiricahuas's experience at the
Carlisle Indian School and tells us nothing about how or why children were
"keepers of the heritage." The same is true of chapter 4, in which an all-toobrief and superficial description of the puberty ceremony does little to address the ritual's deeper meaning or historical adaptation.
As a result of this narrative frame, the book lacks the ethnograph ic, crosscultural approach that has shaped Indian studies for more than a decade. In
a book that purports to examine how Chiricahua women have maintained
tradition and belief, it is disappointing to discoverthat Stockel does not discuss
how and why contemporary Chiricahuas have negotiated issues ofgender and
power. The chapter on Mildred Cleghorn could have offered insights here, but
Stockel opts instead for a description of doll making that is not connected to
what she describes earlier as "women's activities ... governed by ancient, undisputed beliefs and customs" (p. 9)'
Popular audiences might find the book interesting, but its brevity, focus
on the exotic Other, and emphasis on Stockel's experiences, however, will
limit its utility for specialists.
Clyde Ellis
Elol1 College
Elol1, North Carolina
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Landscapes ofDesire: Anglo Mythologies ofLos Angeles. By William Alexander
McClung. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. xx + 277 pp. 150
halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-520-21827-2.)
During the twentieth century, the idea of Los Angeles, indeed California
itself, gripped the attention and imagination of the nation's White citizens
with its claims to social opportunity and easy lifestyles. William McClung
deftly analyzes the Anglo mythologies of Los Angeles in five concise chapters,
from the pueblo era in the 1850S to the present, as efforts to construct cultural
images for the city and region. When Anglo boosters defined southern California generally, they used terms like "America's Mediterranean World," the
"nation's classical world of antiquity," and "poor man's Eden" to describe the
climatic attributes of the region. Attached to these images, boosters hoped
that an ideal social order and democratic life would spring forth from classical models. However, the yearnings among Anglos for a sense of place superceded the importation of those democratic values that stood behind all the
imagery and desires.
McClung's pursuits are strictly literary and aesthetic. He alerts the reader
that his study "is not a political or sociological history of Los Angeles; its subjects are architecture, landscaping, literature, photography, painting, and
other vehicles of the imagination, specifically the Anglo imagination" (p.
xvi). McClung unravels, like the reflective rogue, the social imaginaries of
the region as Arcadian (unspoiled nature) and Utopian (an empty environmental and social template awaiting development). To him, Utopian visions always
threaten to despoil the natural qualities ofArcadia, but some visions constitute
alternative regional visions that may establish the city in place and time and
not concealing the contentious multiethnic history that is Los Angeles.
McClung's analysis is best when he finds what is human, inclusive, and
durable in the various imaginings of Los Angeles. In his discussion of Spanish fantasy past architecture, he views the work of Irving Gill as the best reconciliation of past and present, one that fuses the International style with
indigenous architectural forms and thus contributes to the city's sense of
place. In the chapter entitled "Shapes of L.A.," McClung analyzes patterns
of settlement and development in the city with a sympathetic eye. He notes
how bungalow courts and suburbs represent social cohesion and cognitive
rootedness and should be "recognized as efforts toward the creation of manageable small communities as well as deviations from the ideal of the homestead" (p. 164)' In the final chapter, the author explains how boosters promoted
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their efforts to realize both nature and culture in LA; their assertions have
elicited much criticism from writers such as Carey McWilliams, Mike Davis,
William Deverell, and the Los Angeles "school" of urban geographers. McClung argues, however, that artists such as Ed Ruscha and David Hockney
"defined the moment at which what was salvageable in the romance of an
idyllic Southern California could be revivified at a level of full consciousness" (p. 201). Thus, they reconciled what was both appealing and destructive in the Los Angeles experience.
McClung's book is a creative and curious take on the social imagination
in Los Angeles. His work is an intensely challenging must-read for those
interested in the city's cultural development. However, one must ask if the
social imagination in Anglo Los Angeles is merely so much edifying speech
and artistry brought forth in the service of power and the entitlement of its
privileged White population. Can the Anglo mythologies of Los Angeles serve
as eloquent and critical traditions that imagine the future of the city as one
different from the present city with its.unequal social and political relations?
This reviewer is skeptical of McClung's conclusions, given that the literary
and artistic imagination surveyed in Landscapes of Desire does not tread into
the territory of social politics. McClung views much of the critical work on
Los Angeles as filled with "anger," "disgust," and "sarcasm -misidentified as
'irony'" (pp. 199-201). Despite this fact, Landscapes of Desire is the best cultural history of Anglo Los Angeles to date, an account that should be read
against the critical literature of this city's social politics.
Matt Bokovo)'
Oklahoma State University

Taking the Waters in Texas: Springs, Spas, and Fountains

of Youth.

By Janet
Mace Valenza. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000. xvi + 265 pp. 15 halftones, 14line drawings, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00
cloth,

ISBN

0-292-78733-2, $24-95 paper,

ISBN

0-292-78734-0.)

I grew up in Cherokee County in East Texas, only a few miles from Rusk,
one of the areas described in Valenza's book as being known for its chalybeate
(referring to water that usually contained iron) and sulphur springs. The fact
that I never heard of such springs in all my years of residence in and association with that part of Texas bears witness to Valenza's contention that "Texas
spas ... have completely disappeared from the landscape" (p. 2). Despite the
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significance of mineral springs with respect to the development of transportation routes, settlement patterns, social and cultural history, their stories
have too often been lost.
Taking the Waters in Texas successfully remedies that lapse in community
memory for Texans. The book provides context for understanding the tradition of "resorting" to healing waters. The volume describes the former daily
routines at a spa, the sensory aspects of the bathing experience, and the ways
in which communities marketed their water resources, and offers brief histories of individual springs and wells.
Early in the book the author raises a question. She compares the closed-up
Indian Hot Springs in the Trans-Pecos region ofTexas to Ojo Caliente, a small
but still very popular spa in northern New Mexico. Since their circumstances
and settings are so similar, she wonders why the one in Texas and virtually all
others around the state have been abandoned. In the course of examining the
histories of Texas's lost springs and spas, she tries to answer that question. She
suggests that perhaps bathhouses are unwanted reminders ofsickness and pain.
Also, she points out that the sense of community in the presence of sacred,
healing waters was replaced by the desire for merely entertaining activities and
quicker cures. Neither of the latter depended on being at a particular place; so
the places were eventually deserted. However, Valenza never explores the cultural and historical differences between the neighboring states of New Mexico
and Texas, an examination that might shed some light on why New Mexicans
still enjoy many springs and spas quite actively, while Texans are largely unaware that such places even existed in their state. That analysis could have
made for an illuminating chapter in response to her question.
Some very useful components of Taking the Waters in Texas are the appendixes. Appendix A is a "County List of Medicinal Wells and Springs,"
which helps resolve one difficulty with the text. As the author writes about the
spas, she often does not identify any current town names that would help a
reader mentally locate the historic place on the present-day map of Texas.
Appendix A provides the listing for each spring or well and a nearby town or
recognizable place name. It also lists possible dates of operation. Appendix
B, "A Regional Guide to Texas' Medicinal Waters," is a particularly valuable
source of information - region by region and county by county - that should
be of service to local historians and to travelers with an interest in the tradition of "taking the waters."
Sandra D. Lynn
New Mexico State University at Carlsbad
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Great River ofthe West: Essays on the Columbia River. Edited by William L.
Lang and Robert C. Carriker. (Seattle: University ofWashington Press, 2000.
181 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $18,95 paper,

ISBN 0-295-

9777-9,)
These nine essays are based on the premise that knowledge of the history
of the Columbia River is crucial to understanding the tensions between cultural values and economic development. Fourteen major dams on the main
stem of the France-sized Columbia River watershed, in addition to 250 more
dams on tributaries, have caused environmental and cultural changes of
monumental proportions. Through the lenses of history and anthropology,
the nine authors address the issues not with a controversial developmentversus-preservation tone, but by explaining how communities have related to
the river since the first inhabitants arrived nine thousand years ago.
Ethnobotanist Eugene Hunn describes how the "First Peoples of the Big
River" continue to depend on the river for both physical and spiritual sustenance. Petroglyphs and pictographs mark sacred places, many of which were
submersed by reservoir waters. Local rock-art historian William Layman presents haunting photographs and interpretations of river places as sacred geography, and his lyrical writing is typical ofthe poetic style ofthese essays: "In
the back of our minds we hold the difficult knowledge that this highly regulated and complex water system is attempting to fill too many functions for
too many species, its once wild waters held back again and again by the vast
dams that power our days and light our nights" (p. 53)'
Historian James Ronda describes how the first Europeans considered the
river to be a commodity, first with the fur trade and then with wheat and cattle
followed by the engineering ofthe railroad and dam builders. Even though the
dams drastically altered the hydrology and ecology of the river, the illusion
remained that it could still embody all of its former values, including the
salmon. Historian Patricia Nelson Limerick tells a compelling story about the
danger of entering the river from the Pacific Ocean because of an unpredictable sand bar that served as a boundary between cultures. She argues that ethnic and environmental historians need to connect their stories if we are to
understand the implications for long-term resource sustainability and social justice. An American Studies professor, Lillian Schlissel, tells a pioneer
woman's story of the hardships involved in moving part of her family from Illinois to Oregon, the uncertainty about where the center of her life was, and
whether the new center would hold. Emigration had a profound impact on the
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Native peoples, bringing along "a litany of ideas about environment, cultural
hegemony, and economic activity that would remake the region" (p. 10).
Historian William Lang, who addresses the difficult questions planners
had to face, brings ethnic and environmental histories together in an elegant
closing essay. Why is the Columbia special? Are there limits to power development? How should the salmon be protected? Even with a significant tourism industry in the region, early planners decided that the economics of power
and irrigation were more persuasive than aesthetics and salmon. Because of
the dams, which support the irrigation of 640,000 acres and a huge agricultural and power industry, there is less than 3 percent of the historical abundance of wild salmon. Since the 1980s, public opinion has changed, and
more than two billion dollars have been spent to rebuild wild salmon runs.
Lang writes, "Polls consistently reflect popular support for saving the salmon,
but they also indicate that people hesitate to change the management of the
river without guaranteed results. At the end of the twentieth century, the story
of the Columbia has become an inescapable conundrum. The compelling
mythic story, even in the face of the most difficult choices, is a miraculous
blend of both views ofthe river" (p. 162).
Although thoughtful and articulate, the essayists do not suggest answers to
the salmon-versus-power dilemma. Nor do they dwell on the apparent intractability of these difficult issues. However, they do suggest that a historical
perspective helps us to understand that both spiritual and economic values
are important to most residents of the Pacific Northwest and that the local
preference is for a compromise that would preserve both in an acceptable
way. The reader is left with a hope that through an understanding of the values of the watershed community, critical cultural and environmental choices
can be made wisely.
William Fleming
University of New Mexico

"This Blue Hollow": Estes Park, the Early Years, 1859-1915. By James H.
Pickering. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1999. xv + 321 pp. 61 halftones, maps, line drawing, bibliography, notes, index. $29.95 cloth,
87°81-5 28-8.)

ISBN

0-

James Pickering's "This Blue Hollow" is an exhaustive account of about
fifty years in the history of Estes Park, one of the Rocky Mountains' most
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picturesque valleys. Pickering does a fine job of chronicling the lives and experiences of the pioneer folk that first homesteaded the area and the early
pleasure-seekers that hunted its meadows and climbed the surrounding tall
peaks. These include early settler Griff Evans, hunter Rocky Mountain Jim,
and his likely paramour Isabella Bird (who penned the classic book A Lady's
Life in the Rocky Mountains.) Each historical figure comes alive through the
author's extensive use of primary sources and contemporary newspaper accounts. As a traditional pioneer history of Estes Park this volume will likely
never be surpassed.
Capturing the essence of a place as magnificent as Estes Park is perhaps
more the work of a poet than an historian, and for that reason alone the shortcomings of "This Blue Hollow" can be excused. Little of the park's natural
beauty is conveyed through the prose, and for such a lengthy and well-researched book, the span of time it addresses seems a bit short. Thousands of
years of human use, well documented through archaeology, receive scant
mention in the brief first chapter. One example is the fascinating story of a
delegation of Arapaho elders from Wyoming, invited down in 1914 by backers of the proposed national park, who traveled with their hosts through Estes
Park and the backcountry to help document the original Arapaho names for
local landmarks. Again, this tale is tossed off in a scant five paragraphs, apparently because it does not fit into Pickering's frustratingly narrow focus. Nor
does the author place Estes Park within the larger context of the Conservation movement. As a symbol of conservation, how does Estes Park (and the
founding of Rocky Mountain National Park) relate to other western locales
such as Hetch-Hetchy, Jackson Hole, or the Grand Canyon?
"This Blue Hollow" is not environmental history, nor is it a cohesive narrative of even a brief span of its human history. Rather, it is a series of independent vignettes, each telling the story of some remarkable, often influential
character that livecl and worked in and about Estes Park. There is certainly
no overarching thesis, ancl the author states in the afterword, "If the preceding history of Estes Park has a theme, that theme has to do with change-or
perhaps more correctly change and continuity" (p. 237). However, if the book
seems at times aimless, it is certainly full of useful sources and will remain
an invaluable reference on the subject for many years to come. The author's
exhaustive and careful research is to be commended, and "This Blue Hollow"
is a valuable contribution to the history of Estes Park.
John R. Sweet
University ofColorado, Colorado Springs
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La Revoluci6n: Mexico's Great Revolution as Memory, Myth, and History. By
Thomas Benjamin. (Austin: University ofTexas Press, 2000. xi + 237 pp. Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, ISBN 0-292-7°880-7,
$18,95 paper,

ISBN

0-292-7°882-3.)

With the victory of the opposition Partido Acci6n Nacional (PAN) in the
presidential election of July 2000, another date was added to the multitude
already accepted in various interpretations as the end of the Mexican Revolution. The disagreement amongst scholars as to the Revolution's span also
serves to remind us that, as Jeremy Potter has written, "History is not made
by great men and women, nor by social and economic forces. It is made by historians." Mexico's revolution "in words and on paper: a discourse of memory"
is the focus of Thomas Benjamin's latest work (p. ix). Benjamin argues that
while revolutionaries created "a revolution, or perhaps revolutions, by their
actions; they also invented one through their words" (p. ix). This volume is
a valuable examination of the one invented with words.
Benjamin divides his study into two parts. In the first part he examines the
construction of a national and public myth and official history of the Revolution created largely by the voceros de la Revoluci6n who produced revolutionary speeches and other writings during the 1910S and 1920S. Constructed
in three phases, 1911-1913, 1913-1920, and 1920-1928, by 1928 an official version of the Revolution had been fairly well solidified and reified.
Benjamin devotes part 2 to an analysis of three different "performances"
of the revolutionary tradition: the annual festival on Revolution Day (20
November), the building of the Monument to the Revolution, and the creation of an official revolutionary history. In his conclusion Benjamin brings
the revolutionary tradition as understood in Mexico up to the present, with
the historical revisionism beginning in the 1960s and a nod to a revival of the
popular revolution thesis in the 1980s, noting that while Alan Knight and
John Mason Hart have argued for a return to that interpretation Mexican
historians themselves have thus far failed to follow their suggestion.
Benjamin has made a valuable contribution to the growing body of work
in the historiography of Latin America on the creation of discourses. With
chronologies and brief summaries of events this book is accessible to readers
less familiar with Mexico's revolution. At the same time his sophisticated
analysis of the creation of the discourses of la Revoluci6n makes this an indispensable addition to the libraries ofscholars of the processes that contributed
to the creation of today's Mexico.
Dennis Kortheuer
California State University, Long Beach
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Capitol Women: Texas Female Legislators, 1923-1999. By Nancy Baker Jones
and Ruthe Winegarten. (Austin: University ofTexas Press, 2000. xiv + 328 pp.
95 halftones, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN
0-292-74062-X, $22·95 paper, ISBN 0-292-74°63-8.)
Comprehensive reference materials on women legislators are quite rare,
and data on women in state legislatures are especially scarce. Capitol Women
seeks to fill this void, tracing the background of every woman who has served
in the Texas legislature. An important and much needed addition to a meager body of reference works, this volume provides good background material
for students of gender and politics, legislative history, and Texan political
history.
The book is organized in three sections: "Political Context," "Biographies,"
and "Snapshots." The first section offers four introductory essays of varying
strength. The second section, "Biographies," is by far the strongest and most
important part of the book. In these fifty-eight short essays, the authors present
profiles of every woman elected or appointed to serve in the Texas legislature
before 1990. The profiles provide general biographical information for each
legislator, a picture (when available), and short essays of varying lengths describing each woman's entry into politics and highlighting key events of her
career. The final section, "Snapshots," is aptly titled. Focusing on women
currently serving in the Texas legislature, this section provides only the most
general (and readily available) information on each legislator.
Scholars hoping to place this research in the larger context of the development of women's political participation in Texas will likely find the four
introductory essays somewhat disappointing. Winegarten's introductory essay
primarily weaves together anecdotes gleaned while conducting interviews
with current and former legislators and provides very little useful background
information. The following two essays present the author's conclusions about
the role of gender in the Texas legislature and attempt to place the Texas
women in a larger historical and political context. Although the authors do
provide some context for considering the biographies, the broad sweep of
history and the literature misses crucial details and groundbreaking studies.
Notable omissions from the bibliography include Jane Mansbridge and
Irwin Gertzog. The final essay on "How the Texas Legislature Works" is a
succinct and helpful overview of the Texas political system.
The biography section is the central and crucial contribution of this volume. Although at first glance it might appear that such information would
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be widely accessible to researchers, anyone with direct experience in this
field will attest that finding and compiling information on female legislators
is an arduous, worthy (and all too often thankless) task. Jones and Weingarten
assemble historical information never before compiled and contribute greatly
to the understanding of the development of women's roles in the Texas legislature. For this reason alone, Capitol Women is an important historical reference volume that belongs on the shelf of any historian or political scientist
interested in women's political participation.
Amy E. Black

Franklin and Marshall College

Trails to Tiburon: The 1894 and 1895 Field Diaries ofWI McGee. Transcribed
by Hazel McFreely Fontana, annotated with an introduction by Bernard L.
Fontana. Southwest Center Series. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2000.
xxx + 168 pp. 57 halftones, 15 line drawings, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $36.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-2030-5.)
This volume publishes, for the first time, the field notes of WJ McGee
describing his journeys from Arizona to Sonora in 1894 and 1895 among the
Papagos (Tohono 0'odham) and the Seris. These field notes not only contain
descriptions of the countryside, but provide a much needed ethnographic view
of two groups of Native Americans whose homelands continue to be the U.S.Mexico borderlands. Although McGee's portrayal of the people contains
many aspects oflate-nineteenth-century sensationalism and Eurocentrism,
it occasionally reflects a genuine respect for Native peoples and their culture.
Transcribed by Hazel McFeely Fontana and annotated (with an introduction) by Bernard L. Fontana, the volume also contains fifty-seven historical
photographs from these expeditions, some Papago vocabulary, and an exhaustive bibliography of works by WJ McGee.
The volume represents an important contribution to the literature on the
history of the Borderlands and the Southwest in several ways. First, the preservation of McGee's observations, though highly ethnocentric by today's standards, provide a historical point of reference for understanding the Tohono
O'odham. To a much lesser degree (both because of the bias and the scant
contact McGee had with them), it also offers minimal impressions of the
Seris. In addition, the volume provides a revealing example of the thinking
of one of the founders of anthropology, though, in this respect, it best serves
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as a guide for how not to do field research. In addition, the excellent introduction and the explanatory notes provide perspective to counter the very
distorted view that McGee's field notes alone would leave. Finally, the book
is a timely reminder of the care that anthropologists must take to avoid abusing Native peoples in the process of describing them.
Chad Richardson
The University of Texas-Pan American

Bioarchaeological Studies of Life in the Age of Agriculture: A View of the
Southeast. Edited by Patricia M. Lambert. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2000. xv + 280 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, bibliography, index.
$29.95 paper, ISBN 0-8173-1007-X.)
The adaptation of humans from foraging to agriculture has long been of
interest to the archaeological community, but what ofthe variability and adaptability of each culture within its specific physiographic region? This collection of essays, first presented as a symposium at the Sixty-fifth Annual Meeting
of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists in Durham, North
Carolina. brings together several southeastern experts to examine the relationship of diseases, social practices, and the environmental setting in this transition to agriculture.
The volume begins with an excellent overview of nonvenereal treponematosis (endemic syphilis, yaws, and pinta) and tuberculosis in the New World
prior to 1492. The next three chapters discuss the types of weapons, settlement
patterns, variety of violent injuries, and the dental health at sites in Alabama
such as Moundville and Fusihatchee. Also included in this discussion is the
integration of archaeological information such as isotopic, botanical, and
ceramic data. Three successive chapters focus OI~ the interrelationship of diet
and general health. Stable carbon and nitrogen isotope data, degrees ofporotic
hyperostosis, and degenerative joint disease are measures used to explore the
impact of European contact. The effects oflocal and regional settings, settlement patterns and social customs on health round out the remaining chapters, including a discussion about the diverse mortuary behavior in Virginia
and its reflection on the lifeways of the Native Americans.
The synthesis of information in this volume provides a good starting point
for both beginning students and those currently working in bioarchaeology.
It also reminds us of the inherent problems-such as the use of incomplete
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data sets due to the collection strategies, lack of interest in "normal" skeletal
material, or even the misplacement of skeletons-involved in bioarchaeological research. Furthermore, the technical issues of how to best describe
and score conditions such as porotic hyperostosis and enamel hypoplasias
can result in different interpretations through time. The recording of data in
a stanclard format (such as the Standards for Data Collection From Human
Remains) is critical for collecting and replicating the data to answer future
bioarchaeological questions. Another newer technique-three-dimensional
stereoscopic imaging (photogrammetric)-may prove to be the best tool in
preserving information for future study considering most Native American
remains will be repatriated.
Lela D. Donat
Arkansas Archeological Survey

Book Notes

A la redecouverte des Ameriques: Les voyageurs europeens au siecle des
independances. Edited by Michel Bertrand and Laurent Vidal. Collection
Tempus. (Toulouse, France: Presses Universitaires du Marail, 2002. 258 pp.
Halftones, tables, notes. $23-10 paper, ISBN 2-85816-617-X')

Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist. By Miguel Leon-Portilla, translated by Mauricio J. Mixo. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2002. xi +
324 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3364-3.)
A Boy on the Hill. By Raymond Bences Gonzales, illustrated by Petr Jandacek.
(Los Alamos, N.Mex.: Los Alamos Historical Society, 2002. 43 pp. Halftones,
line drawings. $9.95 paper, ISBN 0-941232-29-8.)

Class Mates: Male Student Culture and the Making of a Political Class in
Nineteenth-Century Brazil. By Andrew J. Kirkendall. Engendering Latin
America Series, vol. 6. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002. viii +
269 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8032-2748-5, $29.95
paper, ISBN 0-8032-7804-7.)
Cowboy Spur Maker: The Story of Ed Blanchard. By Jane Pattie and Tom
Kelly. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2002. x + 146 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 1-58544-174-0.)
Homelands: A Geography of Culture and Place across America. Edited by
Richard L. Nostrand and Lawrence E. Estaville. Creating the North American Landscape Series. Published in cooperation with the Center for American Places, Santa Fe, N.Mex., and Harrisonburg, Va. (Baltimore, Md.: The
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001. xxiii + 318 pp. Halftones, maps, tables,
graphs, references, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8018-6700-2.)

An Illustrated History ofNew Mexico. By Thomas E. Chavez. (1992; reprint,
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2002. xii + 253 pp. 215 halftones, 3 maps, notes, index. $24.95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-3051-7.)
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Lewis and Clark among the Indians. Bicentennial Edition. By James P. Ronda.
Bison Books Edition. (1984; reprint, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,

2002. xxi + 310 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper,
ISBN 0-8°32-899°-1.)

The Men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition: A Biographical Roster of the
Fifty-One Members and a Composite Diary of Their Activities from All Known
Sources. By Charles G. Clarke, introduction by Dayton Duncan. Bison Books
Edition. (1970; reprint, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002. xix + 351
pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $16,95 paper, ISBN 0-8°3264 19-4-)

New Mexico Route 66 on Tour: Legendary Architecture from Glenrio to Gallup.
By Don J. Usner, foreword by Elmo Baca. Published in association with the
New Mexico Historic Preservation Division. (Santa Fe: Museum of New
Mexico Press, 2001. 69 halftones, 11 maps. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-89°13-386-7.)

Partners in Conflict: The Politics of Gender, Sexuality, and Labor in the
Chilean Agrarian Reform, 1950-1973. By Heidi Tinsman. Next Wave, New
Directions in Women's Studies Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 2002. xiii + 366 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $64.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-29°7-7, $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-8223-2922-0.)

The Reckless Decade: America in the 189os. By H. W. Brands. (1995; reprint,
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002. 375 pp. Bibliography, index.
$17.00 paper, ISBN 0-226-°7116-2.)
The Sagebrush State: Nevada's History, Govemment, and Politics. By Michael
W. Bowers. Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in History and Humanities. Second
edition. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2002. xiv + 241 pp. Map, tables,
graphs, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $16,95 paper, ISBN o-87417-516-x.)

Talavera Poblana: Four Centuries of a Mexican Ceramic Tradition. Curator,
Margaret Connors McQuade. (Albuquerque: University ofNew Mexico Press,

1999. 112 pp. 36 color plates,
879 128-19-5. )

10

halftones, bibliography. $3°.00 cloth, ISBN 1-

Writing Westem History: Essays on Major Westem Historians. Edited by Richard W.Etulain, foreword by Glenda Riley. (1991; reprint, University ofNevada Press, 2002. ix + 370 pp. Bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-87417-

517-8.)

News Notes

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma seeks applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which
provides financial assistance to scholars conducting research in the Center's
archives. Awards of$5oo-$1,ooo are normally granted as reimbursement for
travel and lodging. The Center's holdings include the papers of many distinguished members of Congress, and the collections also document govern,i1ent policy affecting agriculture, Native Americans, energy, foreign affairs,
the environment, the economy, and other areas. Most materials date from the
1920S to the 1970s. Applications are accepted at any time throughout the year.
The Center's collections are described on its website along with details regarding the application process: www.ou.edu/speciallalbertctr/archives/.
Archives, Exhibits, and Historic [Web] Sites
The Bureau of Land Management's State Office (New Mexico, Oklahoma,
and Texas) and the National Park Service's Long Distance Trails Group Office
announce the publication of the El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National

Historic Trail Draft Comprehensive Management Plan/Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Printed or electronic copies of the manuscript are available from the NPS Long Distance Trails Group Office, 2968 Rodeo Park
Drive West, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 875°4, (505) 988-6717 phone. The document will also be available at the following websites: www.elcaminoreal.org,
www.nm.blm.gov, or www.nps.gov/elca.
The Online Archive of New Mexico (OANM), a database of historical source
materials in New Mexico, is now available at http://eLibrary.unm.edu/oanm.
The database contains information on over one thousand archival collections and materials covering more than four hundred years of New Mexico
history. The website database describes holdings at four major repositories:
Center for Southwest Research, University of New Mexico General Library,
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Albuquerque; Fr~y Angelico Chavez History Library, Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe; New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe;
and RIO Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library, Las Cruces. The OANM provides detailed descriptions of the materials in these collections along with four hundred facsimiles of documents and
photographs.
The Fray Angelico Chavez History Library announces expanded hours:
Monday through Friday, 1 P.M.-5 P.M. and Wednesday, 5 p.M.-8 P.M. The library is a noncirculating, closed-stack research facility housing 15,000 book
titles, 700 lineal feet of archival material, 5,000 maps, and many other historical materials related to the history of New Mexico, the greater Southwest, and
Mesoamerica. For more information, please contact Dr. Tomas Jaehn, Fray
Angelico Chavez History Library, Palace of the Governors, P.O. Box 2087,
Santa Fe, NM, 875°4, (505) 476-5053 phone, e-mail: tjaehn@mnm.state.
nm.us; or visit the website at www.palaceofthegovernors.org.
The National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque (NHCCA), New
Mexico, presents "New Mexican Hispanic Art," an exhibit celebrating the
diverse aesthetic paths of more than one hundred of New Mexico's best contemporary artists. The exhibit runs through 5 January 2003. For more information, contact the National Hispanic Cultural Center, (505) 246-2261 phone;
or visit the website: www.nhccnm.org.
The Albuquerque Museum presents "Fruitlancl Navajo Photographs" by
John Collier JI. The photographs will be on display in the Museum Mezzanine West Hallway until 12 January 2003. The museum is located at 2000
Mountain Road NW and is open Tuesday through Sunday, 9:00 A.M.-5:00

P.M. For more information, contact the museum, (505) 243-7255 phone; or
visit the website: www.cabq.gov/museum.
The Art Museum at the National Hispanic Cultural Center announces the
exhibitAHORA: New Mexican Hispanic Art, open until 5 January 2003. The
exhibit contains work in various media, inclucling bultos, ceramics, colcha
embroidery, painting, photography, retablos, sculpture, video, weaving, straw
applique, metalwork, and woodwork. For more information, contact the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 Fourth Street SW, Albuquerque, NM,

87102, (505) 246-2261 phone; or visit the center's website: www.nhccnm.org.
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The Art Museum at the National Hispanic Cultural Center presents two related exhibits that will run simultaneously from 7 February until 18 May 2003:
Chicano Visions: American Painters on the Verge and Chicano Now: An American Experience. For more information, contact the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 Fourth Street SW, Albuquerque, NM, 87102, (505) 246-2261
phone; or visit the center's website: www.nhccnm.org.

Calendar of Events
12-15 February: The Southwestrrexas Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association announces its annual conference on atomic culture, to be held at the Hilton Hotel, Albuquerque, New Mexico. For more
information, please contact Scott C. Zeman, Humanities Department, New
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, New
Mexico, (505) 835-5628 phone, e-mail: szeman@nmt.edu.

17-22 February: National Association of Hispanic and Latino Studies Conference, to be held in Houston, Texas. For more information, contact Lemuel
Berry ]r., Executive Director, NAHLS, P.O. Box 325, Biddeford, ME, 04005°325, (207) 282-1925 phone, e-mail: naaasconference@earthlink.net; or visit
their website: www.NAAAS.org.

19-22 Febnwry: Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies Golden
Anniversary Conference, to be held at the Fiesta Inn in Tempe, Arizona. For
more information, contact Karen Vieira Powers, RMCLAS Conference, Department of History, P.O. Box 872501, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ,
85287-25°1, e-mail: Karen.VPowers@asu.edu.

27 February-1 March: The College of Santa Fe presents a conference to mark
the fiftieth anniversary of the production of Salt of the Earth, a blacklisted
film shot in New Mexico. The conference will feature screenings of several
labor-movement films, panel discussions, and book signings. For more information, contact the conference oganizers: (505) 424-4°01 phone; e-mail:
salt@csf.edu; or visit the website: www.salt.csf.edu.

27-29 March: Twenty-fifth International Congress of the Latin American
Studies Association, to be held in Dallas, Texas. The theme of the conference
is "The Global and the Local: Rethinking Area Studies." For more information, contact LASA, William Pitt Union, Room 946, University of Pittsburgh,
Pittsburgh, PA, 15260, (412) 648-7929 phone, e-mail: lasa@pitt.edu.
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3-5 April: The Historical Society of New Mexico will hold its 2003 annual
meeting and conference in Gallup, New Mexico. For more information on
the program, please contact: Maggie McDonald, (505) 864-3612 phone, e-mail:
Mmcdo57321@cs.com; or Richard Melzer, (505) 925-8620 phone, e-mail:
rmelzer@unm.edu.

3-5 April: The 2003 National Association for Ethnic Studies Conference,
"Borderlands and Beyond: Examining Intersections of Race, Ethnicity, Class,
Gender, Sexuality, and Nation," will be hosted by Arizona State University
in Phoenix, Arizona. For more information see the Association's website:
www.ethnicstudies.org.

6-8 June: The 2003 Western Association of Women Historians Annual Conference will be held in Berkeley at the Clark Kerr Conference Center, University of California, Berkeley, California. For more information please
contact Karen Lystra, WAWH President, American Studies Program, California State University, Fullerton, CA, 92634, or see the conference website:
www.wawh.org.

31 JulY-3 August: The ninety-sixth annual meeting of the Pacific Coast Branch
of the American Historical Association will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii, at
the Radisson Prince Kuhio Hotel. For more information on the program, contact Professor Gayle Gullett, History Department, Arizona State University,
Phoenix, AZ, 85287-25°1, e-mail: gayle.gullett@asu.edu or Professor Margaret D. Jacobs, History Department, New Mexico State University, Las
Cruces, NM, 88003-8001, e-mail: marjacob@nmsu.edu.
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Hubert H. Bancroft; Henry E.
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Loeffler, Katherine, La Musica de los
Viejitos: Hispano [<olk Music of the
Rio Grande del Norte, revd., 98-99
Long, Stephen H., 120
Loosbrock, Richard D., revs. For Good OT

Bad: People of the Cimarron Country,
ed. by Stephen Zimmer,
Lopez, Diego, 244
Lopez, Geronimo, 236

2/Q-ll

498 ~

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 4

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Lopez de Cardenas, Garcia. See Garcia
Ramirez de Cardenas
Lopez de Gracia, Andres, 268, 269, 280
Lopez del Castillo, Matias, 274
Lopez Noble, Jose, 268
Lorence, James J., The Suppression of

Salt of the Earth: How Hollywood,
Big Labor, and Politicians Blacklisted
a Movie in Cold War America, revd.,
99- 100
Lorenzo, Domingo, 273
Lorey, David K, The U.S.-Mexican

Border in the Twentieth Century,
revd·,33 2-33
Los Cordovas, N.Mex.: celebration of
San Isidro feast day in, 2-6, 10-12, 15,
18-22
Lynn, Sandra D., revs. Taking the

Waters in Texas: Springs, Spas, and
Fountains ofYouth, by Janet Mace
Valenza, 473-74

M
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Grande watershed, 19; San Francisco
Parish and Rio Grande del RanchoRio Chiquito watershed, 17; Santa Fe
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Modernity, Politics, and Corruption,
revd., 217-18
Nieto-Phillips, John, revs. Forced
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Smart and Donna T. Smart, revd.,
211-13

p
Pacheco de Heredia, Alonso, 265
Paez Hurtado, Juan, 305, 307, 309, 310
Parezo, Nancy J., revs. El Delirio: The

Santa Fe World of Elizabeth White, by
George Stark and Catherine Rayne,
edited by Jo Ann Baldinger, 342-43
Parman, Donald L., revs. Crossing the

Pond: The Native American Effort in
World War II, by Jere' Bishop Franco,
339-41

Parman, Donald L., revs. World War I
and the American Indian, by Kenneth
William Townsend, 339-41
Parral, Mex. See Francisco de Lima;
Trade
Peavy, Linda S., Frontier Child~en, revd.,
206-7
Peffer, George Anthony, If They Don't
Bring Their Women Here: Chinese

Female Immigration Before Exclusion,
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Chaos of Mexican Modernity, revd.,

461 - 6 3
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Church; San Isidro
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by D. W. Meinig, 197-99
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7-11; procession of 7-8, ll-14; kinship
networks in celebration, 9-10

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 4

San Isidro Chapel, 4, 10; location of, 12
Santa Barbara, 263, 264
Santa Fe Trail, 122-26; wagon on, 125
Schaafsma, Po]]y: revs. Kokopelli: The
Making of an Icon, by Ekkehart
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A.T.: A History of Early Mining,
Milling, and Mayhem, revd.,

353-54
Simmons, Marc, revs. Knight Without

Armor: Carlos Eduardo Castaneda,
1896-1958, by Felix D. Almaraz Jr.,
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Place in the North American West, ed.
by Richard White and john M.
Findlay, 199-201
Sweet, john R., revs. "This Blue Hollow":
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Tejada, Lorenzo de, 233, 243, 245
Tello, Antonio, 250

Termination Revisted: American Indians
on the Trail to Self-Determination,
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Twentieth-Century American
Western History," by Elliott Robert
Barkan, 57-88
Tweit, Susan J., revs. Bone Deep in
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Varien, Mark D., Sedentism and Mobility
in a Social Landscape: Mesa Verde

and Beyond, revd., 347-49
Vigil, Francisco Montes, 307
Vigil Montes, Francisco, 305
Vila Vi"osa, 262
Villa, Raul, eels., Urban Latino Cultures:
La Vida Latina en L.A., revd., 333-35

W
Warrior, Shield, and Star: Imagery and
Ideology of Pueblo Warfare, by Polly
Schaafsma, revd., 456-57
War Trail: The Utes and the Settlement
of Colorado, The, by Robert Emmitt,
revd., 469-70
Water: sacrilization of, in Taos Basin,
18-26. See also Land; San Isidro
Weiner, Hollace Ava, Jewish Stars in
Texas: Rabbis and Their Work, revd.,

355-5 6
Welsh, Herbert, 154, 155
West: expansion to the, 118-21
West, Dennis: revs. Mexico's Cinema: A
Century of Film and Filmakers, ed. by

506 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Joanne Hershfield and David R.
Maciel, 461-63; revs. Cantiflas and
the Chaos of Mexican Modernity, by
Jeffrey L. Pilcher, 461-63; revs. The
Suppression of Salt of the Earth: How
Hollywood, Big Labor, and Politicians
Blacklisted a Movie in Cold War
America, by James J. Lorence, 99-100

Western Amerykanski: Polish Poster Art
and the Western, edited by Kevin
Mulroy, revd., 352-53
White, Christine D., eel., Reconstructing
Ancient Maya Diet, revd., 350--52
White, Richard, 66; Power and Place in
the North American West, revd,
199-201
Whyte, Mary, 152-53
Wilkins, David E., Tribes, Treaties, and
Constitutional Tribulations, revd.,
335-3 6
Williams, Constant, 158-59
Williams, Jerry L., revs. From the Rio to

the Sierra: An Environmental History
of the Middle Rio Grande Basin, by
Dan Scurlock, 204-5
Williams, Maria, revs. La Mlisica de los
Viejitos: Hispano Folk Music of the
Rio Grande del Norte, by Jack
Loeffler, Katherine Loeffler, and
Enrique R. Lamadrid, 98-99
Wilson, John P., revs. A Portal to
Paradise: 11,537 Years, More or Less, on
the Northeast Slope of the·Chiricahua

Mountains: Being a Fairly Accurate
and Occasionally Anecdotal History of
That Part of Cochise County, Arizona,
and the Country Immediately
Adjacent, Replete with Tales of Glory
and Greed, Heroism and Depravity,
and Plain Hard Work, by Alden
Hayes, 101-3
Winegarten, Ruthe, Capitol Women:

Texas Female Legislators, 1923-1999,
revd·,479
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Winn, Fred, 390
Women. See Mary L. Eldridge; Mary
E. Raymond
Women's Home Missionary Society,
15 0 -5 1, 153
Women's National Indian Association
(WNIA), 147, 15 1, 153, 154, 157, 159,
160, 163
Workman, William, 119
Work Progress Administration (WPA):
in Montana, 399; See also Federal
Writers' Project
World War II and the American Indian,
by Kenneth William Townsend,
revd., 339-41

y
Young, Ewing, 119, 127
Young, Otis E., Jr., revs. For Wood
River or Bust: Idaho's Silver Boom
of the 1880s, by Clark C. Spence,
21 9- 21

z
Zakin, Susan, revs. All Our Relations:

Native Struggles for Land and Life,
by Winona LaDuke, 100-101
Zaldivar, Juan de, 240, 244

Zarzuela: Spanish Operetta, American
Stage, by Janet L. Sturman, revd.,
97-9 8
Zhu, Liping, revs. If They Don't Bring

Their Women Here: Chinese Female
Immigration Before Exclusion, by
George Anthony Peffer, 349-50
Zimmer, Stephen, [<or Good or Bad:

People of the Cimarron Country,
revd., 210-11
Zubia Pacheco, Pedro de, 265
Zubrier de Morese, Luis, 280
Zuni Pueblo: photo of man from, by
Edward S. Curtis, ca. 1903, 301

THE PENITENTE BROTHERHOOD
Patriarchy and Hispano-Catholicism in New Mexico
Michael P. Carroll
"Michael Carroll is a genius at the indispensable art of
revisionism ... In this work, perhaps his best yet, he
challenges the rraditional notion that the Penitential
Movement in the Southwest United States results
from cusroms brought from late medieval Spain. On
the contraty, he argues, it is a much more recent,
almost modern, development that is the result of the
influence of the expanding United States on New
Mexico. He suggests that it represents in its own
fashion a belated attempt to impose the reforms of
the Consul ofTrent on Hispano-Catholics in New
Mexico. It's a fascinating, stimulating and persuasive
story."-Andrew M. Greeley
$45.00 hardcover

The Johns Hopkins University Press· 1-800-537-5487· www.jhupbooks.com

Writing Western
History: Essays on
Major Western
Historians
Edited by
Richard W. Etulain
New foreword by Glenda Riley
"This is a key work for
understanding the scholars who
shaped the historiography of the
West over the last 100 years....
It is simply the best volume of
essays ever published on the
subject."-Gerald Thompson,
fouma! ofArizona History
392 pages, paperback $19.95

Race and Homicide in
Nineteenth-Century
California
Clare V McKanna,]r.
using a case study approach,
Clare V. McKanna, Jr. is the first
to document and explain the
way race and ethnic prejudice
influenced the e-dl'ly California
judicial and criminal justice
system.
168 pages, 14 photos, 1 map
hardcover $29.95

APassion for Gold:
An Autobiography
Ralph J Roberts
The captivating life story of a
pioneering geologist who played
a crucial role in locating a thirty
million dollar ore body that led
to a modern-day gold rush in
Nevada.
256 pages, 60 photos, 12 maps
hardcover $29.95

The Glory Days in
Goldfield, Nevada
Sally Zanjani
Mining historian Sally Zanjani
tells the colorful history of
Goldfield enhanced by personal
accounts of many residents and
complemented by an extensive
centennial photographic essay.
176 pages, 167 photos
16 ilIus., 1map
hardcover $31.95

Sand in a Whirlwind:
The Paiute Indian War
of 1860
FerolEgan
New foreword by Richard
Dillon
Thirty years after its publication,
Ferol Egan's study continues to
enlighten and engage re-.uIers
with a dramatic account of the
event~ surrounding hostilities
between white settlers and
Indians in the spring of 1860.
338 pages, 27 photos, 1 map
paperback $18.95

Connecting the West:
Historic Railroad Stops
and Stage Stations in
Elko County, Nevada
Shawn Hall
Shawn Hall's immensely popular
guidebooks to Nevada ghost
towns detail the people and
pivotal events in the state's past
while providing a wealth of local
color.
232 pages, 99 photos, 5 maps
paperback $22.95

NEW MEXICO

HIstorIcal RevIew
NMHR provides a forum for high-quality

Recent Contributors

research and writing on New Mexico and

Kathleen L. Howard
Lawrence D. Taylor
G. Emlen Hall
Richard Greenleaf
Albert H. Hurtado
Elizabeth Jameson
Ross Frank
John Baxter
Peter Boag
}<erenc M. Szasz
Michael C. Meyer
Michael M. Brescia
Marybeth Lorbiecki
Donald f. Pisani
Daniel Tyler
Marc Simmons
Joan M. Jensen
John L. Kessell

the region, its people, and their cultures.
The region encompasses all of the states
of the American Southwest, including
Texas, as well as northern Mexico. A typical issue contains three to five articles,
a review essay, book reviews, notices of
conferences, calls forpapers, announcements of scholarships and fellowships,
and other information of interest to scholars and general readers alike.
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"1LJJlNJ&1Press. CQm.
The

Archaeo~ogist

was a Spy

Sy(vanus G. Mor/ey and the
Office of Nova/Intelligence
Charles H. Harris III & Louis R. Sadler

NOW YOU CAN

BUY ONLINE.!

Sylvan'us G, Marley was the most influential Mayan
archaeologist of his generation and perhaps the
greatest American spy of VlflNI. Harris and Sadler
document for the first time Morley's dual career as a
scholar and a spy, Warking far the Office of Naval
Intelligence, he proved an invaluable source of
information about German and anti·American activity
, 'in Mexico and· Central America

$22.95

~,

:

"In this renUlrkakk story ofa remarkable man and his
colorful associates, Harris and Sadler bringtovivid life
an unknown story of early American intelligeru:e. They
illuminate the Start oftoday's, vast spy apparatus. A
lively, scholarly, and usefiiljob."
- David Kahn,
author of The Codebreakers and Hitler's Spies,

Gone
Photographs of Abandonment on the High
Plains
'
Photographs by Sfilve Fitch

Hordcover

$39.95

Abandoned buildings in the West are the subjects of
these haunting photographs depicting the daily life and
meloncho~ beauty of what was leh behind, The seventyfour calor photos are a rem! nder of the American West
as it used to be,

_p_ape_rba_._c_k_ _,,_$24_._95_ _----<1

""Albuqtie(que

. '" '

Hispanic Aibl.!querque . A City.aUbe End of the Wor/~
·
. " V . B . Price, Photographs by Kink
Marc S1mmons , ,
Gittings
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